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It has already been shown how far the 
presence of trade has tended to influence the 
mind of the African population towards civi- 
lization, from Sierra Leone to^the river Bonny; 
even aided by the missionary exertions and 
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schools long established in the former place, 
civilization has hardly secured a lasting founda- 
tion, nor can it be said to have extended its 
limits at all beyond the mere precincts of the 
colony; on the coast, where neither religious 
nor moral instmction kaa accompamed the 

operations of those great professors of civiliza- 

« 

tion, the masters of ships trading to Afirica 
none of those traits, so fondly and energetically 
depicted by a member of tjie House of 
Commons in 1847, can be found; they exist 
only in the zeal with which that gentleman is 
pleased to uphold the effect oS trade, but Tfkich, 
Hke the beautiful representation on canvass of 
some soft idea of future happiness, it never 
makes the slightest advance ; there the reaper 
is smiling as his hook encircles the com stalks— 
a mother fondles a promising baby, whose 
hands are stretched out, with fingers radiathig 
in ecstasy, as it regards its mother's glance of 
delight — a hen scrapes up food, and pecks 
about to show her brood how to eat, quite 
regardless of her own hunger — the lord of the 
manor stands, with one hand holding the heir 
apparent, who again holds a sister, both of 
tender age, while on his disengaged arm leans 
a lady dressed in silks, hat and feathers, and a 
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Utile spaniel frisks about at their feet^ enjoying 
the sunshine of the skies^ and the beams of con- 
tentment around; this might have been the 
scene imagined in 1749, and in 1849 the whole 
party are doing just the same as they were 
a hundred years before — precisely the same 
thing may be said of the A&ican, save that he 
has been given a litstle insight into the value of 
the produce of his country^ and into the use of 
spirituous liquors, by the practical examples so 
ofiten and so assiduously put before them by 
the professors already alluded to; the fact is 
simply this — every thing that trade can do to 
bring into acute operation low cunnings decep- 
tion, and Qversreaching, it has done upon the 
coast of Africa, for trade has been carried 
there and. left unsupported by any attempt of 
importance to instil into the native at the same 
time, the sound principles of religious honesty 
in all engagements; it has been a mere race, 
not between the European and native, but 
between the Europeans themselves, who by 
outbidding each other in knavery, have taught 
the native his lesson. 

There is also another practice, which com- 
mendable or otherwise, is legal and must be 
left for decision elsewhere, that prevails greatly 

B 3 
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to the discouragement of ciTilization ; this 
consists in openly dealing with slave ships in 
the rivers, and with slave agents upon the 
coast, the slavers often come with no cargo 
on board, but with specie to purchase merchan- 
dize from the vessels trading at the respective 
places ; these goods are then exchanged for 
slaves, and this at a moment when the 
Eufopean is exclaiming against slavery! of 
course the African chief cannot understand 
this, and simply says — " Eh ! man of war ship 
take slave ship — merchant ship bring all thing 
slave ship want for make slave ! — me no sabbee 
how this proper thing, — 'spose white man 
sabbee" — and deeming the problem no affiiii- 
of his, he quietly again pursues his avocations. 

Next, and not far fiom the Bonny as trading 
places, are the i-ivers old Calabar and the 
Oameroons, hoth sites of considerable trading 
operations, and have been so for years, but 
more especially so since the abolition of the slave 
tfade by England, and the convereion of her 
slave ships into "pahn oilers;" the habits 
however of the chiefs and natives of these 
places remain essentially as uncivilized as ever 
they were ; and the proud position of being a 
vniti selected for the companion of the chief in 
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Uie Other world, is still the great object of 
ffoman's life in the old Calabar j indcpciidently 
of which thei'e is another practice, which if 
copied into our own country might make 
ambitious, incapable, and insiacere men care^ 
how they undertook the cares of office, what- 
ever course any other claBS of men might 
adopt j^ — this practice is, the decapitation of 
those whom the chief had about him •is adnsers 
at the time of his death, under tlie conviction 
that they will then attend bim as usual, and 
possibly with the feeling that they will be much 
better eubjecte mthout, tlian with heads, never 
daring ihcir lives having, with tJiem on, been 
th^iorigin of any thing beyond the monkey 
characteristics of soleuLn foUy, mischief, aud 
trickery, in the management of the public 
affairs. 

It was in the year 18 — , one of the " thirtiee," 
but which is not remembered, that a great 
feeling was created in the old Calabar, by 
certain symptoms appearing about the chief, 
upon whom had been conferred by unknown 
circnmstancee the title of "Duke Ephraim," 
(whose town of mud hata is about forty miles 
lip the river, situated upon its swampy banks,) 
which indicated his approaching removal from 



6 WI\1S, MINISTERS, SLAVES, AND 

tills world ; the duke had attained to an old 
age, and from that alone, hia covirtiera might 
have been prudent in resigning office, but 
power and emolument are not to be thrown 
aside upon uncertain grounds, and to other 
ministers than those of an African chief, they 
often form the first and only consideration s. 

Still however nnpleasing visiona of a fat^ 
tendency flitted before the view of the coun- 
cillors of duke Ephraim, for whatever might be 
the advantage and honor of attending upon 
him during hfe, yet they could not diatiuctiy 
satisfy themselves that any corresponding 
gratifications awaited them when sent to per- i 
form similar services to the duke in the world 
to which he appeared travelling with a rather ] 
disagreeable celerity. However they were 1 
reduced to one alternative, that of doing their 
utmost to beep the dnke alive, for with the fear | 
of death, and a confused succession in prospect, 
no one would take their offices, 

Duke Ephraim therefore became an object of 
earnest solicitude to those whose lives would [ 
determine with his own ; the moat noui-ishing ' 
foods were supplied to him that the medica 
materia of his country could provide ; fish fried 
in ihc best palm oil, yaxmg monkeys, delicate 



as lereicSs, were bofled wp with Ae ocn, ad 
fWdkd die ''hflilck.poldi'' of Soadmd, ogp»- 
cons deiicitely flxfvared vidi a red kerrii^ m 
an adraDced staga of decamposaskmy mere 
biOQglit forward, as die a^edte ol duke 
jEphnuni, in its veisadfe stale, hj^pened to 
suggest; and not nnfreqneiidy die whole was 
^'topped up" wkh a ''sketeli'' of teandy^ to 
use the mgtnScaajt tenn of the haaacNcous nature 
of paddy land. In spiic of all duke Ephraim 
seemed decUniiigj and now another symptom <rf 
his apprehended demise rose before the anxioos 
BEiinds of the mmisters of state — the doke 
ordered seven of his most fitTorite women to be 
fetted with all possible expedition! 

This may require a little explanation ; when* 
eyer die ohief of the old Calabar intends to 
mairy, as the uni<m is called here, or supposed 
to be dying, he selects such of his women as 
haye been most pleasing to him during the 
period 6f life he has passed eithar to be fatted 
for a bride, or otherwise to accompany him 
dirough the medium of the grave to his 
avocation in the next world, whatever that 
might be; but according to the learned of 
Cdabar, a thi^ wife in those unknown regions, 
is held on duch occasions to bring discredit 
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upon tiie mode of life followed by llie cliief 
who is now to become a member of their 
society i if be walked in witb Bcven lank wivei 
be would be looked upon as a niggari 
wretcb, quite unwortby of the high station 
had filled in the annals of the Calabar rulers,, 
to avoid which, and purely in deference to 
opinions bis new companions a certain number 
of wives are put up to fat, and very much 
the manner in which turkeys are fatted in 
England ; neither the wife nor the turkey hag 
anything whatever to say in the matter, both 
are "crammed" long after all disposition to 
swallow has subsided, and, curiously enough, 
the system seems to answer eq^ually well in 
either instance. 

Upon the present occasion seven young, and 
well conditioned wives were shut up in separate 
small apartments, every comfort and luxuiy 
which the attendants could provide and their 
minds suggest, were lavishly supplied in order to 
induce inactivity and flesh; towards the ady , 
vance of the former nature liad done muchj 
and under a still and stuffing process the, 
negresB rapidly acquires a vast addition to her, 
original charms, and those lines which theJJ 
European deems graceful and fascinating, arejT 
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in the Calabar utterly exterminated in the wife 
upon whom a preparation for eternity has been 
inflicted, to arrive at a fit state for which ohe 
should as near as may be in every respect 
resemble the consistency of sweet bread. There 
is not much diiEculty about the wives, for they 
are from infancy brought up to consider them- 
selves altogether at the disposal of the men, 
and never dream of opposing themselves to 
their views, whatever those may be, so seven 
were selected for their comeliness and youth, 
fthc duke himself being something upwards of 
seventy,) and as has been said shut up for 
fattening. 

The fears of the Duke became more arifi 
more apparent, he repeatedly and anxiously 
enquired into the condition of his seven wives, 
and was nrach relieved by being assured of 
thtir progress towards the sweet bread climax, 
an intimation indeed which uniformly procured 
the duke some tranquil sleep. In the mean- 
time the ministers of the duke's government, 
felt every day their tenui-e of life weaker and 
weaker ; it was with horror they observed ihe 
legs of their master swelling, and a flabby, 
loaded skin hanging over, rather attaching 
to hia person ; at length the appetite began 
11 5 



10 WIVES, MINISTERS, SLAVES, AND 

t0 fail, the fried fish, mankej hotch-potch, 
aini herring flavoored cous-cous ceased to 
attract him, and a pahn oil ship having arrived, 
the person called the 43urigeon was requested 
to attend the didce. 

The palm oil ship apparently is supposed 
to have very little occasion for medical talent 
on board, for the persons selected for surgeons 
are never more thaii bri&ken down chemists, 
or «ome sueh vot£«*y of physic, but never a 
really well instructed person in the study of 
fned^ine ; he generally also combines with 
his cure of the crew, the office of supercargo, 
with that of captain in reversion, in the event of a 
Vacancy in that dir<ection Occurring ; in the du- 
ties of the first situation he is much more skilled 
than in those of the latter, but if he does not 
exactly know which end of the ship should go 
first, there are those on board who do, or if 
not, then an accident sells the ship extremely 
well at Lk>yd*8, cargo and all» 

This amount of medical knowledge now 
stood before the person of Duke Ephraim, and 
having very solemnly asked a few leading 
questions, gave it as his opinion that the 
illustrious patient might eat and drink just 
what he pleased, but that he very soon would 
be with his fathers ; stimulants were " ex- 
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hibited" with but little eflfect, although they 
tended to the gratification of the sinking duke, 
who now appeared to think them necessary 
with an unusual frequency. 

At length the voice of wailing was beard 
within the precincts of the duke's mud walled 
paliice, and the tom-toms, incessant mono- 
tonous note varied the wild shrieks of despair, 
with which the demise of a duke of Calabai 
is always accompanied by those of hia house- 
hold. Duke Ephraim wae no more ! and 
preparations were in progress for his interment. 
During the time however tbat the corpse is above 
ground, the residence of the deceased is ^ed 
with people who come ostensibly to bewail the 
loss, and accordingly sbriek, howl, sing, and 
leap to express their intensity of grief, or to 
evince lieir respect for the departed in a public 
1 sense, —thw is ostensibly the cause of the 
attendartce, but the real object in view is to 
preveftt the escape of those who are coustitu- 
tipnally to be sacrificed; a -collateral object 
originates in the degree of civilization to which 
trade has elevated them, — this is, a desire to 
appropriate whatever they can of the loose 
eflects of the defiinct, and to feast ruthlessly 
upon what is rudely laid out for the « 
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until overcome by the effect of bad brandy, 
porter, and palm wiae. 

After a time, when every thing is prepared 
fur the burial of the departed chief, those to 
whom were entrusted the conduct of pubKc 
affairs are led out to be sacrificed ; the burial 
and execution are attended by anything rather 
than the emblems of mouining, and it is often 
the case that he is hiid beneath tbe floor of hia ■ 
own residence ; this gives but little trouble as | 
the ground is neither covered with brick, stone, 
wood, or anything else ; it is the soil itself 
which forms the floor of an African native 
residence ; there is also a feeling very much 
in favor of this method of disposing of the . 
mortal remains of tlie dukes of Calabar. With 
reference to the ministora who are happy 
enough to be selected as liis attendants in 
the next world, tliey are_ after having been 
sacrificedj deposited in some convenient spot, 
from whence they may without much trouble 
resume their offices about the ghost of their 
late master ; the method of depriving tliese 
officials of life is varitid, generally from two 
to four are thought a sufficient staff to 
accompany the duke under his change of 
ciccumstances. 
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With respect to tlie wives, who, however, I 
ai'e kept till they have arrived at a condition 1 
fta surpassing the show cattle of Royalty, f 
others, in England ; they are generally permit- I 
ted to leave the world without violence being ' 
done to the beauty of their persona, and the 
moet popular method is swallowing poison, 
a decoction of which, is made from the fruit of 
a tree found in profusion in this locality ; after 
having taken a basin of it, the happy bride 
sinks into a lethargic state, apparently suffers 
no pain, and to all appearance, she withdraws 
Uttconscioosly into the grave, to meet again the 
chief of her heart, who is now supposed to have i 
undergone a perfect reatoratioa to youth and I 
vigour. The women are utterly passive during 
this preparatory stage, nor do they appear to 
dread the day when they shall be declared fat 
enough to be sent to rhe embrace of their chief, 
from whom they have been for a time separated. 
None have been known to refose food for the 
purpose of deferring their immolation, on thi ■ 
cgntiary, they have while fattening, uniformly 1 
maintained a cheerful manner, and fearless v 
of their certain tate. 

In the Cameroons, a different feeling prevails 
with reference to the attendants required by the I 
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chief in lus graTc ; neither wives are fiittened^ 
nor are ministers of state held ready, for 
'sacrifice. The chief is suj^Kwed to have been 
sufficiendj oocnpied with these during his 
life, but, as if he hid not been so widi dares, an 
indefinite number of them are murdered, every 
one of whom, arte supposed to ^congregate about 
the shade of th» chief who has departed. 

As soon as the death has taken place, a 
certain number of stnmg stakes are driven in a 
line, far bnd firmly into the ground^ one for 
each slave to be sacrificed ; at a distance to 
form an acute angle, £rom the liighest end of 
the stake, a crook, formed from the fork of a 
tree, is also firmly driven into the ground; 
these prepartions being complete^ (for the chief 
is all this time thought to be angrily waiting 
for his slaves, though nothing ooixld be done 
b^ore his death had taken place, because his 
d^^nise must not be thought at «11 probable 
at any time) from one hundred slaves, to any 
number th&t the popularky of the chief may 
have suggested, ot the slave ships have left, are 
brought out, they are fastened to the stakes, 
the body and arms being bound to them tightly 
with rope ; a noose is then formed of another rope, 
which is placed round the upper part of the 
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head df the trnfortimate victim, the other end 
being rove in the crook, which is then strained 
down with all the strength of two or three 
men, app6inted to perform this horrid duty, 
by which nreans, • the sinews of the back of 
the neck are exposed and rendered rigid ; 
trben this is completed, which if the sacrifice 
is large occnpies sonve time, the first wretched 
creature, during the interval, snflTering pain 
that m^dses ultimate death a relief to him, 
aA inhumsm savage comes forward with an 
axe, bieoad, and heavy, with a short handle, 
and commenting with the first slave, strikes 
hrni a violent blow aeross the back of the 
6*eck, never failing to separate the sinews, 
atid vertebrae ) sometimes the head fells off 
aitog^er, tat othier times it hangs doi^n upon 
the chest; tlie ^xectitibtter, regardless of the 
blood which spouts over him in passing, goes 
on in his ^ecrabie avocation, until the whole 
line of skves have suffered, at which time, 
th* d^fttnct chirf is supposed to be fiiUy ap- 
peased, and the removal of the bodies to the 
ri¥fer side takes plat^e, where, bfeiug thrown 
into th^ Water, tJie sharks perform the re- 
i6«lini«g tltes. 

la the face of these practices, there are still 
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persona who ardently state, that trade will, 
and has effected a bias towartts civUizati 
upon the western coast of Africa; that it h( 
effected an amelioration in aavage life elsewherej 
and is still effecting it, every one knows t\ 
hnt, upon this part of Africa, nothing has. 
been gained upon the habits of the native's : 
they are now almost in the same state of 
barbarism, aa ihcy were when first diBcovered ; 
even in some parts, it is now dangerous 
trade, such for instance is the coast immediately. 
aAer having rounded Cape Palmas, and foi 
some two hundred miles eastward. Here, tl 
natives have shown an extremely savage die- 
poaition, and have even succeeded in plundering 
some small tradii^ vessels, the masters of 
which, have incautjously allowed too great a. 
number of them to come on hoard at the samell 
time. Nothing seems to awe these natives 
mnch as the presence of alarge dog, to the exhi- 
bition of which animal, the saiisty of more 
than one vessel trading here, may be attributed. 
They have a horror of such a creature, and 
unless it is chained up, they will often not 
venture on board, anxious as they may be to • 
obtain European merchandise in exchange for; 
thcar gold dust, and ivory, or palm oil, as it; 
may be. 
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Altogedier J Ike wwA pnjoEi- of c9\ifiBHg. 
and duittdaiuBiip i r iehteM i AfiioL. 
in a mdtBOcboYf tukart ; Apirt 
no^doubt of the MiMiwily of &e 
of dUB movt desinUe r^iwgr 
and barbsri^; jet, by 
loudest in sttppoit of die 
tbey conld noK fiom it 
whole question bas 
as the meau of elevttingy or < 
sdves in office. With theai 
advocated widt an apparent ■iiMJWMtji 
that left no doubt ^ their iMtegni^ 
camse — ^it was done to gsn the lapputt of 
tl^ great dissenting bodj, Ktf lijied ^ flnl- 
anthroi^iisU, " throngfaont Fngiwidj but ife 
moment^that body noloager giiifiT ili Toioe, 
the cause of the n^io was apmned; and then 
to lull that voice into a state of interested 
silence^ the slave giown sugar of Coba, and 
the Brazils^ was admitted — slavery was in- 
creased more than one hundred per oent, but 
the item of sugar in the grocer's billy at the do* 
mestic axmual credit^ fell in the same proportion^ 
60 the great philanthropic body aUuded to was 
appeased, and now they are altogether - silent 
upon the subject of African regeneration, for if 



diat is ^^ain ^tated> the mgBt bill most $igmk be 
cdnsidet^. Sugar tyfll rise in price, until 
the free plains of Eastern India, ^^^ytntpeting 
with th6 free plantadovis of the West Indies^ 
wifl do for the world, what has been tiow done 
by encouraging slavery in foreign st^s, and 
by destroying Briti^ colonial ktdtistry, for 
such has been t&e consequenoe d ikte lalto^ 
British legifitetion. 

To this Competition diere can be no ve^ 
sonable ohjectioi^ lirged; if the British £asl 
Indian posisessions can manulactore sugar, add 
sell it in England cheaper, tha»i can th^ British 
We^ Indian Colonies, the prices of the latter 
must fall, and if unde^ that fail in price, tbe 
latter cannot continue cultivating sugar, it is 
only the neoeaary -and fair consequence of 
inferiority in the laboiMret, soil> or clima*e, 
natural >eauses which n government has no 
power to control, and which could not call 
for " protection " by the imposition of an impcart 
duty with the least jtistice, «my more thafti 
Gloucestershire can call for a protection against 
Yorkshire, which latter country has carried 
from the former nearly all her once laarge 
clothing trade. The Brazils, when Portuguese 
colonies, carried the sugar and coffee trade of 
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Lisbon awojr from the Portuguese island of 
St. Thoinas^ upon tke coast of AMca, and that 
fine island becaaa;e a luxuriant watfte ; but it 
was done by oatm-al causes alone^ and St. 
Tfaotnas oould not C(An|»kin. With England 
it was different ; sh^ had mote than a Brazils 
in her Sast Indies to transfer her sugar trade 
to ; tlie £a(St Indies would hare opened to her 
an infinitely more extensive trade than the 
Brazils could ; by enoouraging the East Indies, 
Sbgland w^uld have ^vanted the interests of 
her own possessicms^ she also would have dis- 
coftrag^d the slave trade^ if not have rendered 
it an unreinunera^ive pursuit ; and she would 
have reduced the price of sugar by the fair 
operation of natul:^ causes. 

But England has preferred an exactly oppo- 
site course; shf^ has encouraged the slave 
holding planters of Cuba and Brazil; she 
has chosen the smaller markets of these places, 
before the larger ones oi Asia; she has 
encouraged £dreign labour, and foreign inte- 
tresis, instead of British labour and British 
interests; she hss virtually abandoned the 
suppression of the «lave trade, because though 
she keep^ up at an enormous expense a nume- 
i^ous si^uadron nominally for that purpose. 
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yet by admitting elave grown produce she 
rendere the slave trade so immensely remune- 
rative aa to ensure its continuance; and she 
has stepped out of her way to effect, in her own 
tropical possessions, by an abrupt, unnatiiral, 
and ruinous cause, alterationB that would have 
been matured by a gradual, beneficial, and 
natural cause. Her mioisterB have been just 
wise enough to play the part of the " dog 
and the shadow," and like the dog they have 
lost the substance, in their puerile and greedy 
attempt to seize upon its mere reflection ; and, 
as the fishes in the water are feeding on the 
dropped piece of beef, so Spaniards, and 
BrazilianB are revelHng in the trade wantonly 
and stupidly abandoned to them. 

As for the squadron suppressing the slave 
trade, when four hundred per cent can be 
realized upon money invested it — the thing 
is nonsense ; it is admitted that a common 
smuggler will venture all he possesses, in 
addition to his liberty, if he can gain thirty 
per cent ; but the slaver does not involve the 
loss of his liberty if he is captured in his 
avocation, nor does he run any risk of being 
punished for piracy and murder, provided 
he confines those operations to the recovery 



■'(tflus resselfrom the poesession of the ofHcer 

I and cnrtr to whom she has been legally 

confided by the captriring ship of war; with 

these advantages backing up the attainment 

I of four hundred per cent for money invested, 
it is idiotcy if it is not treacheiy, to talk of 
the ela.Te trade being put down by the 
squtidrou, numerous as it is. 

Let it be admitted that every barracoon 
between the Gallinaa and Benguela, a coast 
embracing several hundred miles has been de- 
stroyed, the consequence will be that they 
will again be erected some few miles in the 
interior, and though expeiienccd officers may 
vaunt their perfect willingnese to take their 
ships' companies inland and destroy these 
dipota, yet they well know that the conse- 
quence in a short time, would be a total 
disorganization of the efficiency of their vessels ; 
for no Europeans could possibly sustain in 
Africa the frequency of these inland marches, 
which in many instances would be founded 
upon deceptive information, and be productive 
of an enterprize as fruitless as it would be 
harassing and destructive to European life. 

But supposing that the Brazils and Cuba 
the impossibility of carrying on the slave 
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trade against the energy of the Britisli squad- 
Fon^ also that the crews of that squadron were 
proof against the effect of the climate^ in short 
that they were what Europeans never yet h^ve 
been^ and that therefore the slaye dealers 
despondingly gave up sending their ships for 
slaves, and that consequently the chiefs of 
Airica gave up sending slaves to the coaat> 
would that squadron still be continued to 
guard the coast afterwards ? if not it is absurd 
to say, that by suspending for a year or two 
the demand for slaves, the trade is annihilated*^ 
on the contrary it would only be rendered a more 
desirable pursuit; it is an admitted maxim, 
that wherever a thing is produced, a demand 
will always be followed by a supply; is not 
this maxim to extend to the slave trade, with 
its superior remuneration, as weU as to other 
trades ? a trade, the germ of which will never 
be destroyed while negro slavery exists in 
Egypt and other adjacent territories; the 
chiefs supplying Egypt, wiU with equal alacrity 
supply the western coast of Africa : they care 
no more where or for what purpose the slave 
goes from his barracoon, than does the Man- 
chester manufacturer where his cottons go, 
provided each finds a good market. 
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To continue the squadron upon the coast^ 
as a suppressive force^ and to admit at the 
same time slave grown produce^ as it is, or 
will be admitted very shortly^ upon equal 
duties^ is very much like the story of Pene- 
lope's web; that virtuous lady undid in the 
night what she had done in the day; the 
difference is tlus^ that the minister of England 
though acting the part of Penelope^ does not 
take down by means of the squadron^ one 
thirtieth part of that which he erects through 
the medium of the sugar duties ; and in the 
mean time^ enormous sums of money are 
thrown fruitlessly away. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

APPOINTED GOVERNOB OF THE SETTLEMENTS ON 
THE GAMBIA.— CHANGE OF CLIMATE. — SPORTING 
AT SEA — ARRIVE AT BATHURST ON THE GAMBIA. 
PUBLIC WORKS AND FORTS. — FRENCH IDEA OF 
CAPTURING THE SETTLEMENT. — FALL OF THE 
MARKET HOUSE. — POLITICAL RUBBISH SENT TO 
COLONIES — DINNER, LADIES AT A DISCOUNT. — 
DISTURBANCE IN THE UPPER RIVER — GOVERNOR 
EMBARKS — UNPLEASING SALUTE. — MEET THE 
"SARACEN," BRIG OF WAR. — HUMOURS OF THE 
RIVER VOYAGE. — THE VESSEL AGROUND. — CHOICE 
OF LOCALITIES FOR SETTLEMENTS. — THE SICK 
COMING DOWN TO BATHURST. — ARRIVE AT MAC 
CARTHEY'S ISLAND.^— THE COMMANDER OF THE 
SETTLEMENT. — INVITED TO THE WESLBYAN 
MISSION. — THEIR GREAT CONSUMING CAPABILI- 
TIES. — TOWN, FORT, JAIL, AND TEMPERATURE. 

In the year 1840, it seemed that the appoint- 
ment of lieutenant governor of Her Majesty's 
settlements upon the Gambia, was at a 
discount, in consequence probably of the two 
preceding officers of that grade having died 
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within a twelvemonth of each other, and the 
vacancy remaining open for a long time, the 
high distinction of representing the sovereign 
in that region of the world, was not of so 
popular a nature as generally it is elsewhere. 

The officer, whose journal is detailed in the 
following pages, had about that time returned 
from the command of a British ship of war, 
in which he had been cruising upon the 
coast of Africa for the suppression of the slave 
trade, and was one most unwholesome day in 
the winter walking up from a visit to the 
admiralty, where he had been vainly setting 
forth his professional services against the 
political services of other officers, who had 
been already preferred for promotion. As he 
proceeded he was met by captain C — — of the 
navy, an officer of great merit, under whom he 
had very satisfactorily served, when detached 
from the Cape of Good Hope to command in 
the Bights of Benin and Biafra. 

After a short conversation, captain C 

asked, " If you were offered the government of 
the Gambia, would you accept of it?" 

** Are you empowered to ask me the 
question?" was the rejoinder — 

No, not exactly; but would you take it?" 
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'^Well, considering that I have already 
baffled the African climate during nearly nine 
years : and under the impression that a seat in 
I goven^entko^fai year., i.» pleasant 
as rolling about in a sloop of war for three 
years, I may say that I would accept the 
appointment of that government, if it was 
offered to me." They then parted. A few 
weeks afterwards, nothing further having 
transpired, the officer in question wrote to 
Lord John Russell, through the private secre- 
tary, presenting himself as a candidate for the 
government of the settlement upon the river 
Gambia ; a courteous letter from the secretary 
was received in reply, stating that he should 
have much pleasure in laying the application 
before the secretary of state for the colonics. 

At the expiration of nine days, nothing 
having in the interim been heard further, the 
following notice appeared in the gazette — 
'^Her Majesty has been pleased to appoint 

Esq., commander in the royal navy, 

to be lieutenant governor and commander-in- 
chief in and over the British settlements upon 
the river Gambia." Being from home at the 
time, he, whom for the future will be styled the 
governor, immediately returned and placed 
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the gratiiying stimouncement before his family^ 
of whom none Tere eren aware that an^ 
measures had been talccn to obtain the appoint^ 
ment. 

The pleasing fact of being ia possession ( 
£ 1000 per annum, connected with bo honorable 
a position as that of being the representative of 
the Bovercigu, caused a consequent amount of 
rejoicing, but this being weighed against the 
manner in which the climate of the Gambia had 
operated in so short a period upon the lives of 
the two last governors, the apprehensions 
which ai-ose almost turned the scale; for the 
departure of one upon whose personal exertions 
the support of a famUy entirely depended, was 
a fearful consideration when that departure y 
for the notorious climate of Airica, and mi 
especially bo when the employment was to 1 
on shore, instead of on the comparative!^ 
Iiealthy ocean wave. 

Late in March the governor embarked otim 
board the schooner Medina, a fine 
belonging to Messrs- Hnttons, and then aboutJ 
to sail for the Gambia ; the liberal dispositioni \ 
of these gentlemen would not allow them to 
take any remuneration from one who was to 
govern a territory to which they largely traded ; 
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the eame feeling induced a more than ordinary 
attention to the fittings of the cabin, and 
stowage of the luggage which the governor 
took with him- A gentlemanlike man com- 
manded the Medina; he had been employed 
previously in a subordinate station on board an 
East ludiaman, from which he was now allured 
by the offer of the command of the vessel 
already named. 

Oa the third day after leaving Gravesend, the 
wind, which had been just northerly enough to 
enable the Medina to lay her course down the 
channel, now gradually got to the eastward, 
and blowing a strong breeze, in the course of a 
few days more ran the vessel into the north- 
east trade wind, where the eternal blue sty, 
and white topped diminislied wave, renders a 
sea voyage for a time cheerftil, and even throws 
over the solitary scene a semblance of gaiety 
and delight, more sensibly felt from being so 
suddenly removed from the murky, svdlen, and 
blustering climate of the English channel. 

In these latitudes of eunsliiue and freshness, 
every creature seen, seems gamboling in enjoy- 
ment, or impelledinpursuitjwith an augmented 
energy ; the porpoise in ehoals are leaping, and 
throwing themselves out of the water in 
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fantastic ecstacy ; the boneta and albacore dart 
by the ship as they follow the course of the 
light flying fish, which leaving the water, seeks 
its safety for a time in another element, and 
spreading its gau^e like wings, skims with 
incredible swiftness the surface of the sea ; now 
for a moment just touching "the wave to 
moisten them, then mounting, pursues its 
aerial escape ; and occasionally the dolphin, 
with its vesture of blue and gold, steadily 
follows the vessel, attracted apparently by her 
shining copper, against which it not uafre- 
quently is seen to rub its sides. 

To the sportsman who may be condemned to 
make a sea voyaire in a sailing vessel, the chose 
ome <l,i»g <U?b, the ^bJL. .odd <*„ . 
period of interest; the first approach of the 
albacore, an extremely ravenous fish; is intima- 
ted by all the smaller tenants of the wanre 
™lu/g d,»l, in upon .ha h^. .Mp whid. i, 
passing through it; in a short time some 
albacore are seen cautiously maintaining a 
distance of two or three yards frora the side^ 
and keeping up a strict blockade upon the 
flying fish; presently something alarms the 
latter, the ship gives perhaps a heavier roll, or 
something is thrown overboard and creates a 
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sudden plimge, carelessly they start from their 
shelter, and instantly the albacore is amongst 
them ; some rush back and regain security, 
others are detached, and now the chase begins 
for life and death ; away on its vapoury wings 
the pursued darts from the water, beautifully 
rising and sinking with the undulation of the 
waves, impetuously the pursuer rushes onwards, 
and thinking its prey within its grasp, despe- 
rately leaps into the air to seize it; this is 
eluded by the flying fish, which making a 
sudden turn, takes the advantage of a moment's 
freedom to wet its wings, which if dry are of no 
ferther use ; the albacore renews the chase, and 
with refreshed energy the little victijn strives 
for life in another flight; a successful dodge 
enables it to shape its course again towards the 
friendly ship, which if gained will place it in 
safety; the albacore, upon the very surface is 
greedily pressing onwards with unabated haste ; 
the flying fish maintains its distance, another 
albacore heads it, and others join urged on by 
hunger ; it dodges, and turns, as the hare often 
does when at the last of the run the greyhounds 
close upon it— avoiding the increased number 
of the pursuers, it once more makes a desper- 
ate effort for safety, but blindly in its rapid 
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flight it often dashes against the side^ and falls 
dead or stunned into the "Wiater, when Upon 
the moment the albacore darts in to seize it. 
Daring this time some one of the crew has 
taken his position in a fitting part' of the ship, 
armed with the fatal ** grains," a weapon some- 
thing resembling the trident of Neptune, but 
having five barbed points, he watches the 
whole preceding; poising the staff in his 
hands, his eye is keenly fixed upon the flying 
fish all the time ; and at the moment when the 
albacore rushes to secure the prize, down comes 
the unsuspected blow, and piercing its back, it 
in turn becomes the victim, it had already made 
another. • Such events serve to pass the weary 
hour, and break the sameness of the voyage, 
so oppressive to those only interested in its 
early termination. 

Upon the 8th of April, a pilot boat came on 
board, at the entrance of the Gambia, and 
running before a fresh sea breeze, the Medina 
soon anchored before the town of Bathurst, 
which makes an imposing appearance from 
the sea view. The government house, a large 
detached square building of stone, with two 
wings, and walled in, elevated upon arches 
about twelve feet above the ground, stands 
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to the westward^ pverlooking the sea; a 
battery or two protects the anchorage, between 
this and the ^st house of the town^ which, 
for peifhaps yearly half a, wle^i^presei^s a. row 
of well built detached stone houses, lofty, and 
kept beautiftijly white-waahed, between them, 
the rich ^oen, of the coco-nut, and other 
trees, pleasingly , modifying, what otherwise 
would be' too glaring. The ^tsp^qt of th^ 
settlement, Qotwithstandiog its loy, swampy, 
shores, a^d the iTeiuembrance of the recent 
fat^^of two governors, was such as to supply 
a gratifying imjuression to the governor, who, 
was now yi^w^ig the t<Brritpry, oyer which 
he was tp preside,, Ihcom the deck of the 
Medina, previously to eiitering the boat which 
was ui waiting alongside. 

A concerted signal with the shore, now 
announced that every arrangement was pre- 
pared for tho reception of tbQ new govempr 
in state, who, accompanied by the secretary 
of tho colony now descended to the boat, 
which, being pushed off, ty^^ <?oon upon the 
beachi and ^; the, governor landed, a salute 
gave th^ wdoome intelligence to the neigh- 
boiwing native chiefs, who, upon the rene\yal 
of,:. the gpyeruor, give cougratulJ5U;ions, and 
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receive presents in return, and the guard of 
honour from the detachnLent of the drd 
West India Begiment, presented arms, while 
sundry officials came; forward to meet, and 
acknowledge the representative of royalty. 

As this took place about mid-day, the 
heat was intense, it being now the height 
of the dry jseason, and shelter was sought 
beneath the roof of the government house, 
without loss of timE^ where some hours were 
given up to the details, and explanations of 
the condition of the: settlements, which had 
been already ♦preparfed for presentation by the 
secretary. In the evening, accompanied by 
some of the government officerSj the governor 
on horseback^ rode round to inspect, what 
were termed, the defences of the jdace. 
These consisted of some scattered^ dilapidated, 
and ill placed batteries, which had been 
under the care, or constructed by a clerk 
of the works, sent by the /government fix)m 
England. He had been a sergeant in the 
corps of sappers and miners, and having also 
been of much service in ' many electiooxs, 
amongst the lower grades in the vicinity of 
his quarters, he was selected for the appoint- 
ment of clerk of the works in the settlements 
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Upon the Gambia^ where, if he lived, he 
was provided for by a good salary, and if 
he died, (as he did, shortly after the gover- 
nor's arrival,) he was then no longer a source 
of consideration. 

A six gun battery, facing the sea, shaped 
as a half moon, and perfectly open in the 
reap, was moonted with two twenty- four 
pounders, and four eighteen's; immediately 
in the rear of these guns, one of which bad 
been spiked some years before, and still 
remained so, some mortars were placed, but 
so near, that if fired, the explosion would 
have seriously endangered the men employed 
at the fdrmer; this battery had been built 
but a few months, and a deep fissure in the 
wall, already pronounced how unequal it was 
to bear the weight of ordnance mounted 
upon it. 

A three gun battery of twenty-four poundors, 
built about twenty years previously, was still 
in excellent repair; but being like the first, 
close to the water's edge, and within musket 
range of a depth where an attacking enemy 
might anchor, it would have been a ruin after 
three fairly directed broadsides ; indeed, under 
only a steady fire of musketry from a large ship. 
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these two batteries would be untenable, so 
completely would they be commanded. 

Fort Louvel had been erected at the sug- 
gestion of a gallant and talented French 
officer, who came with the ship he commanded 
from Goree, to asdist in defending the colony 
against the chief of Baxxa, who had made 
war upon it. Unhappily^ thq sugge^tiou of 
this fort was all that the French xtayal officer 
had to do with it ; its constructiop was en*^ 
trusted to the English clerk of the works. 
The work was intended to be a marteJlo 
tower, and bore outwardly a feint resemblfmqe 
to those formidable works.. ThQ wcular pai^l 
intended for the guja, was too, small to allow, 
of the recoil, and the wall was already sep^r 
rating though no gun had e>ver been put uppin. 
the fort, in consequence of ^that defects the 
eighteen pounder proposed to be mounts 
there, was allowed to corrode on tbe,grou?i4 
beneath, year after year, but was now r^ 
moved and placed in another position. Another 
one gun battery, upon a half piTOt, stands as 
a river defence to the eastward of the town, 
but from the platform being too small, the 
gun cannot be worked. 

A one gun battery, at a place called, very 
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appropriately, from being upon the verge of 
a mangrove swamp, " Half-die," commanded 
the creek, dividing the colony from the 
main. 

On the opposite side of the river, stood 
fort Bnllen, a square building, mounting 
twelve pieces of cannon, and just within 
mortar range of Bathorst. This fort, was 
unquestionably intended by the projector to 
command the-'^itrance of the river, standing 
as it does lipon a low |)oint, for which, ships 
coming In mu^ steer^ but cannot approach 
within a nriie, b^t as if ev^ry good intention 
was to be frustrated, by some want of pre- 
caution in t&ose to whom the performance 
w«8 confided, only three guns have been 
pomted to seaward ; the others, generally, 
are directed inland, from whence, to prevent 
the approach of a native eneny, any light 
field piec^ would have been sufiicient. In 
this fort, as in those run up more recently, 
the walls are fax too slight, nor has the 
security of the foundation received sufficient 
attention; and it is certain that t. frigate 
and brig might with ease have destroyed 
both the town and defences, which latter, 
were in a deplorable state, arising either 
from position, plan, or dilapidation. 
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At this time the French government had 
taken offence upon the qnestioh of reducing 
the Syrian fortresses to obedience^ and there 
appeared some possibility of a war with that 
nation ; it is very certain that the French 
colony upon the Senegal was then put in a 
very perfect state of defence, and its garrison 
largely augmented ; the officers of that nation 
looked, as well they might, with contempt 
upon the defences of Bathurst, and sometimes 
rather thoughtlessly expressed their opinions 
upon that subject ; upon one occasion shortly 
after the arrival of the governor, a French 
schooner of war came from Groree, and as is 
customary, the commander with some of his 
officers were entertained at the govemm^it 
house; in the course of the evening some 
observations were playfully passed upon the 
question of a war, when one of the officers 
remarked in a tone a little tinged with asperity, 
directing his observation at, rather than to 
the governor, " if we have a war, we shall 
come here and take it with our penknives;" 
the governor turned round, and laughing with 
every expression of good humour replied, 
" well, upon the whole, I think you are right 
in changing your weapons; your success as 



XWELVB MONTHS ON THE GAMBIA. 41 

far as wer. are concerned, has been precarious 
with:tlie bayonet and cutlass in both services";" 
aa^angry s,cowl followed this retort, but the 
Fr^ich commanderya j^rj gentlemanlike man, 
esgoye^ it heart^y and laughed at his subor- 
dinate w:ith^utmer0y. 

: Unhappily the cons^uences of entrusting 
thQ structure of public works to a person whose 
<N|ly qualification was an aptitude in gaining 
th^'.T<^i^: ofihis compeers in the Woolwich 
poti^ouse, e^t^ded beyond the limits of a few 
paltry defaces and shewed themselyes in the 
^r^tLon of a market, house, whidi the clerk of 
the works bad then nearly completjed, indeed 
it would have been occupied in the course of 
^ee days by the inhabiibants, many hundred of 
whom would probably have congregated be- 
neath its roof for the sake of business, or an 
idle lounge in the heat of the day; during the 
morning people had been employed in clearing 
away the refuse; of the material, and other 
collections, accumulated while the building was 
in progress; every one had providentially 
retired, it being the hour of breakfest^ when 
on a sudden a loud rumbling and crashing 
noise was heard, a cloud of dust was ascending — 
the town was in consternation — an earthquake 
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and all mamier of horrors was imagined — bol 
oil looking round it was discovered that I 
market house had fallen to the ground I nothing 
remained standing but here and there small 
portions of the outward walls, which with the 
ruins, was all the colony got at an, expenditure 
of some thousand pounds. The immediate 
cause of this loss was the want of propei. 
proportion in the building, the walls were too, ] 
weak and too far apart to bear up tlie weight ' 
of the roof, and accordingly it fell, one man 
only was killed, who happened to be near the 
walls when they fell in. The clerk of the 
works was a portion of that rubbish which the 
government in its submission to tlie " pressure 
from without," allowed itself to be driven tq 
palm more or hjss upon every colony, reco^, I 
nizing those possessions only as the receptacle^ i 
of such inert matter, instead of regarding them 
as invaluable portions of the empire, entitled 
to share in all the rights of the empire itself, 
rendering the pai'ent country independent of 
foreigners foe the produce of the world, either 
in peace or war, and forming at the saiiie time 
the means of extending her rchgious, moral, 
and constitutional principles throughout a new ] 
world. 
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After the examination of these dilapidated 
and mined works, the governor retired to meet 
a small party whom the secretary had invited 
to dine with him, the manage of the governor 
not ha^-ing had time to be put in order. The 
assemblage consisted of one or two officiaJs, 
and a few more of the leading merchants ; it 
was a meeting where each party endeavours to 
be desperately civil to the other, and both 
seeing how far the other is capable of being 
actually gulled by the display of professions 
<if assistance and service on tbe one part, and 
of assiduity and impartiality on the other. 
Amongst the party there were two gentlemen, 
one of whom bad been engaged in business at 
Bathurst nearly forty years, the other some- 
thing more ; the first was upwards of eighty 
years old, tbe other close upon that period of 
life ; one of them had. through life tasted 
hardly any thing but water, the other had 
hardly ever tasted water at all, being celebrated 
for a consistent adherence to liquor of all 
descriptions ; each of these, in tliis African 
climate, enjoyed an unusual slate of health, 
e»en as compared to Eiiropean residence ; :md 
consequently the practice of either was advo- 
cated with confidence, but the votaries of ihe 
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liberal Bystem very soon far outnumbered tin 
of the more rigid water drinfcer. 

It was not the habit to ask the ladies to dine, 
although there were about half a dozen Euro- 
peans married, chiefly officers of the third "West 
Indian regiment, and some of the civilians 
holding places under the government. This 
seemed a custom to be " honoured " only " in 
the breach," and the governor determined in 
his own mind to create a revolution in this part 
of the affairs of African hospitality; it appeared 
to him bad enough to be doomed to a life in 
western Africa under the best of auspices, but 
why it should be deprived of one of its greatest 
enjoyments, most leading to refinement and 
temperance, he could not divine ; it seemed as 
if there was a feeling that the European lady 
was unworthy of being in a position from 
whence civilization might be enlarged. 

The first day having so passed, the nest morn- 
ing the governor was duly sworn into office ; a 
curious practice prevailed in this colony upon the 
subject of the address; usually the inhabitants 
of the place address the governor, but here I: 
reverse had always been done, therefore, i 
having been sworn in, the merchants, 
were assembled, and the governor general] 



TWELVE MONTHS ON THE GAMBIA. 45 

expressed his views, hopes and disposition with 
reference to the prospects and interests of the 
inhabitants; it was certainly reversing the 
order of sailing, but perhaps was as intrin- 
sically worthy as the other custom. 

A serious disturbance having taken place at 
Mac Carthy's island, a settlement nearly two 
hundred miles up the Gambia, under the 
following circumstance!^ it was necessary to 
proceed there without loss of time ; and con- 
sequently the schooner " Mary Paul " was 
hired to convey the governor and attending 
suite to the scene of operation. 

The event which called for this movement 
on the part of the governor in less than forty 
eight hours after his being sworn in, was 
as follows. 

For some reason which has never been 
divulged, a mass of Mandingo horsemen and 
others, under the warlike and active chief of 
lower Nyani, " Sand Gabar," moved from their 
own territory, and planted themselves directly 
opposite Mac Carthy's island, where the river 
is not more than a long pistol shot across. 
Whatever might have been their object, the 
safety of the place became precarious, and 
some rigid precautions were very properly 
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ULkea by the civU commaiidiuit of the settle- 
ment, who directed, that no one should land or 
embark but at an appointed epot, aad that ou 
having landed, none should proceed farther 
witliout first having given his name, and 
received a pass from the commandant of the 
ieland, which pass upon embarking was also to 
be given up or ahewn to the guard. 

It happened one daj that Sand Gabar 
himself, with some few others of hb chief 
people came over, they Bubmitt«d very pro- 
perly to the regulation, and in the course of a 
short time the required passes were sent down 
by the commandant ; the day was passed by 
Sand Gabar and his companions in strolling 
from one stone to another, and purchasing 
such things as their means would allow, mus- 
kets and gunpowder being prominently amongst 
the articles selected; unfortunately the Mau- 
dingos indulged in the careless offer of brandy 
and water, portei', and made by the different 
storekeepers whom they visited, the resnlt of 
which was that they soon became to a degree 
intoxicated, in which early stage of that state 
the savage feeling of freedom is extremely 
predominant, and the temper rebels against 
any restraint wholesome and reasonable as j 
may be. 
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About &re in the evening San Gabar with 
F'liis attendants were str^gUng towards the 
landing place, in theii- progress it was necessary 
to pass the military guard, and to stop there to 
show their passes ; in the state of wild excite- 
ment at which they had all arrived, they 
looked upon the demand of the sentry as an 
insolting encroachment upon their indepen- 
dence, and fiercely attempted to force their way 
on; the sentry came to the charge witJi his 
bayonet, and torned out the guard, the Man- 
dingos drew their Hwords, and cut about them 
without regard; the officer commanding the 
raiiitary, captain Shaw, went with all haste 
from the barracks to prevent if possible a loss 
of lift amongst the combatants, and the whole 
of the troops on the island, one company of the 
8rd West India regiment, were instantly put 
under arms, a reinforcement being eont also to 
assist tlie guard ; the noise of the inhabitants, 
and war shout of Sand Gabar, startled his men 

' on the other aide into the most ardent action, 
and lining the bank of the river, it was well 
that they possessed no means beyond one or 

' twfl miserably small canoes to cross over to 
the island. 

In the mean time, the scuffle, or rather 
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now conflict, proceeded, the guard resisted 
easily the short swords of their assailants, who, 
maddened with a false sense of insult, as 
well as by the operation of liquor, disdained 
every attempt to arrest the course of the 
disturbance. Captain Shaw gallantly placed 
himself before Sand Gabar, with the intention 
of explaining, but the latter rushed upon him, 
followed by three others, their swords were 
about to descend upon his own, which he 
held merely in a posture of defence, the 
guard coiUd not see their officer cut down, 
for independently of the duty of protecting 
him, the feelings of the soldiery were with 
him— without orders they fired— ^thejr saved 
their captain, but Sand Gabar, and two of 
his people feU, to breathe no more ! A wild 
shout, a savage yell resounded from the op- 
posite shore, and a stream of musketry ran 
along the beach, the balls reaching the town, 
parade, and barrack yard with ease — some few 
were wounded, none seriously, and the fire 
was returned with effect, from the shelter 
afforded by the houses of the island. Re- 
gardless however, only of the fate of their 
chief, the whole Mandingo force maintained 
their position and fire, until the fire of three 



TWELVE MONTHS ON THE GAMBIA. 49 

field pieces, and some congreve rockets were 
opened upon them, the grape and cannister 
told with severity, hut the congreve rockets 
indirectly were the chief cause of the retreat 
from the river side, for, flying in their fiery 
course, amongst, and over the horses, which 
were tethered abqut the encampment, the 
animals became frightened, and breaking the 
ropes, galloped off into the woods, or other- 
wise injured themselves where they were 
tethered. 

Having retired from the conflict, the 
Mandingos withdrew to the shelter of the 
forest, and being no longer seen, the firing 
altogether ceased. 

It was to tranquillise the irritable, and 
angry feeling, which this unhappy occurrence 
had awakened, that the governor, at eleven 
o'clock on the morning of the 11th of April, 
proceeded to embark on board the "Mary 
Paul, " a light clipper built schooner, belonging 
to one of the merchants at Bathurst. Either 
in honor of the governor, or in consideration 
of the recent hostilities, the owner of the 
" Mary Paul, " thought proper to put on 
board, two short, brass six pounder guns, 
which had nearly extended the tragedy 
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of Mac Carthy's Island, to the town of 
Bathurst. 

The light boat which was conveying the 
governor and secretary to the " Mary Paul," 
was now just coming alongside, the flag was 
hoisted, the gun on the fort side was fired, 
and with every sense of extermination, the 
governor saw the negro who had fired it, 
rush eagerly across the deck with a fire stick in 
his hand, while the owner of the vessel, stood 
complacently enjoying the privilege of thus 
honoring the new governor. The governor, 
however, was aware of the danger, and 
loudly called to the crew of the boat, — " back 
your oars, back, hard for your lives," — the 
crew did as they were ordered; the gun was 
discharged, and instead of blowing the governor 
into shreds, as they certainly would have 
done, it only shattered the bows, and stern 
of the boat, which had just time to reach the 
schooner, and immediately after was full of 
water. 

The governor jumped on board, remarking 
to the owner, who now regarded his proceed- 
ings with less gratification than at first he had 

contemplated them — " too close, Mr. R 

too close — at least for a salute of that kind. 
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The intention was kind and respectful, but 
before civilians engage in the management of 
canon, either for honorary or hostile purposes, 
it would be well to read a page or two of 
the ^' pocket gunner. " 

Every thing having, as well as the guns, 
gone off well, the "Mary Paul," was soon 
under sail, and running up the river, with a 
fine sea breeze, was rapidly making her way 
towards the upper settlements. Suddenly, 
however, on rounding a point, the "Saracen" 
a brig of war was seen at anchor ; she had 
gone up the river to give assistance, and was 
now returning with information, that every 
thing had terminated amicably, but that the 
presence of the governor would greatly tend 
to secure the harmony which had so far been 
restored. It was a luxury of the first order, 
to change, even for a few hours, from the 
'' Mary Paul, " redolent of mice, cockroaches, 
and decayed ground-nuts, with here and there 
an erratis centipede, exploring the bed-place, 
for the airy, wholesome, and white decked 
cabin of the commander of the Saracen. This 
however, gave the opportunity of writing a 
despatch to the Secretary of State, which 
being of rather a voluminous description, 

D 3 
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might induce that high officer to argue^— -'^{f 
this governor writes so much in three days, 
what will he do in three months ? to an office 
like that of the colonies, where the chief 
eSovt is to discourage correspondence, undet 
any circumstances^ — a recal might be founded 
Ujpon it, 

Jn the course of the following day/ the 
fascinating ^' Mary Paul, " was again eh route 
fo^.M^ Carthy's island, but in consequence 
of the wind foiling, and ebb tide inaiirig, she 
was anchored ojQT Elephant island, one of a 
number that stud the rirtr surface. 

The. schooner was anchored fof the tide, 
with her rigging almost touching the branches 
of the high mangrove trees, which grow in 
the mud flat, extending from the river, far 
into the interior: This flat, and mangrove 
forest commences shortly after leaving Bath- 
urst, and prevails for a distance of little less 
than one hundred miles ; in the rains, it is 
under water, and even in the high tides, it is 
often nearly covered, and from the incessant 
fall of the leaves, combined with the accu- 
mulation of other vegetable deposits amongst 
the trees, it is of necessity, a perpetual source 
of the worst of fevers. This plain of mud. 
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and mangrove forest, is intersected by a 
multitude of creeks, which are so numerous, 
that having penetrated in a canoe, any dis- 
tance, it would be very difficult to extri- 
c^e oneself again ; some of these lead to 
different trading towns, beyond the limits of 
the swamp, which in itself, is many leagues 
.wide, and they form channels by which the 
natives convey their saleable produce to the 
yes^ek, lying in the river awaiting it. 
^^(^ Tlif3 atmosphere at this season of the year, 
. aj^ at this period of the day, now about 
seven o'clock, was oppressive beyond conception, 
npt a.; breath of wind disturbed the heavy, 
jw^hite, exhalations, which hung over the land, 
.^^4 wreathed about the distant forests ; the 
,«r' was impregnated with tte nauseous smeU 
,pf decayed vegetation, mingled with that of 
^e- river mud, as the ebjbing tide gradually 
I^ft it bare. It is impossible to imagine any 
, thing in scenery, and circumstance, much 
,.more revolting to the senses of a person just 
,^amved from England, than the position dis- 
played, in which the governor found himself; 
., especially, if to the above is added, the 
. ^waxnas of musquitos, which thronged every 
ja^t of the Vessel; as for laying down in the 
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bed-place, which had been set apart par ex- 
cellence for the governor, it was but a loss of 
time, for the heat denied the possibility of 
covering oneself over, and if the slightest 
portion was left exposed, it became the object 
of attraction to every musquito within the 
cabin, at least. The bivouac of the deck, 
ojBfered the only chance of any grade of 
rest, and even this was occasionally disturbed 
by some cold creature :wriggling its passage 
across the face, which if seized, was found 
to be a centipede, or by way of variation, 
perhaps a scorpion, leaving quite out of the 
question, cockroaches, and mice, as harmless 
amongst reptiles. The awning however, was 

spread, and a supper, to serve the general 

• 

tastes of the governor and his party, was laid 
out upon the cabin sky-light covers, which 
formed a table on the occasion ; mutton chops, 
a pair of fowls, a hare, with tea, coffee, wine, 
and porter, flanked with hot vegetables, pine 
apples, oranges, and other fruit, were scattered 
without order upon the sky-light ; in the centre 
of the deck sat a knot of Kroomen round their 
rice, fat salt pork, and biscuit, and farther 
forward were the black sailors, whose mess, 
whatever it was, was served up in one iron pot. 
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into which each eagerly dipped his spoon, 
swallowing in silence and with avidity the food 
provided for them ; the Kroomen laughed, joked, 
and sung around their rice; and at the high 
table of the sky-light, African recollections 
were related by a veteran merchant, who had 
withstood the African climate nearly half a 
century, and now formed oiie of the governor's 
suite. 

As the night drew on the moon broke forth 
in splendid tranquillity, and the stars shone out 
in beauteous brilliancy, not a cloud floated in 
the heavens, while on earth the heavy dark fog 
loaded the atmosphere, and hung over the 
pestilential swamp; occasionally the alligator 
broke the silence of the time by a heavy splash 
as it threw itself into the water, or uttered its 
hoarse cry as it lay upon the slimy bed of the 
river waiting the return of the tide, or watching 
for its prey. 

Midnight came, and shortly afterwards the 
change* of the tide enabled the schooner again 
to prosecute her voyage, slowly indeed, for as 
yet not a breath of air was there to fill her 
sails, and she drifted along hardly aided by the 
long sweeps which were used as oars to propel 
her. A length a breeze sprung up; the 
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governor and his companions had been some 
time asleep/ or at least lying upon the deck in 
semblance of sleep^ when on a sudden a heavy 
bump against something started every one to 
his feet, and instantly after a crashing amongst 
the branches of the mangroves, and tearing of 
canvass announced some undue movement on 
the part of the '^Maxy Paul;** on looking 
round her stern was found to be plunged in the 
mud, and her bowsprit, with all h^r head sails 
crammed into the forest as far as they could 
be; all was ^'confusion worse confounded** — 
the black captain and crew had all gone to 
sleep, and the man who had been entrusted 
with the helm shortly afterwards gav6 the 
" Msury Paul " up to her own inventidns, 60 
she ran on shore. Every Portuguese black, 
a class which chiefly forms the trambia sailor, 
the iCroomen, and negro, all ran about the 
decks, each calling out something, and pulling 
every rope which might happen to be nearest ; 
the old merchant seeing that a tide might be 
lost, although the schooner could hot be there, 
seized a broom stick, and by literally using it, 
reduced matters to quietude at least ; then by 
laying out an anchor and getting the hawser 
tight, as the tide flowed the vessel floated off> 
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and pulling her bowsprit out of the woods, she 
was again on her way up the river, and ran on 
till nearly daylight, when a bend in* the river 
threw the wind ahead, and the ebb tide having 
inade, once more the " Mary Paul '* was 
arrested in her advance. 

After a time, as the wind or tide permitted, 

. tjie schooner was got again under weigh ; 
passing by the Deer Islands, scarcely above the 
river's surface. She was again anchored for 
the tide at Comer ; at this place the mangrove 
swamp disappears, and the country assumes a 
comparatively healthy aspect; Comer is a 

. depdt of considerable trade in lower Niana, and 
though situated itself in a low and wet locality, 
is surrounded by some really inviting hilly 
^ound, which appears composed of an inferior 
iron stone ; the trade in ground nuts, valuable 
for the oil they give, is largely carried on at 

^ Comer, and two or three Bathurst vessels were 
at anchor here waiting for a cargo. The town, 
Jike all. the African towns, is composed of mud 
hut3, and being more than a mile off, the road 

pleading to it, also, passing through a swamp 

. and over dikes made to keep the water back at 
certain periods, neither the governor, nor 
others oja board felt disposed to visit the place. 

d5 
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The hills about Comer would have been a 
good position for a settlement^ and certainly far 
preferable to the Deer Islands, which have been 
purchased for the purpose, although no person 
have yet had the hardihood to settle there ; but 
a fatality seems to have attended the selection of 
the sites for tjettlements in this noble river ; the 
low swampy land bank called by the natives 
" Banyoulie Anglice," a sand bank for fisher- 
man's huts, was chosen for the town of 
Bathurst, instead of Cape St. Mary's, a high 
rocky point boldly breasting the sea, with a 
fine open and fertile country in its rear — the 
Deer Islands, even with the surface of the 
river, and between banks of mud, and forests of 
mangroves, was thought better than the hills 
above Comer — and Mac Carthy's Island, not 
better than the Deer Islands in point of 
elevation, was esteemed more advantageous 
than the high land of Cartabar close to it. 

As the flood tide made, the anchor was got 
up, and the schooner proceeded onwards, 
beating against a fine land breeze ; for over the 
lower land in a distant bend of the river, the 
white sails of a vessel were seen coming down; 
in a short time we met, and the usual melan- 
choly tale was told — she was conveying to the 



TWELVE MONTHS ON THE GAMBIA. 59 

healthier air of Bathurst, some who could no 
longer live at Mac Carthy's Island. Amongst 
the invalids on board was a European lady^ the 
wife of the officer commanding the military at 
that settlement, he himself being on board also, 
for such was her state that he could hardly 
hope to convey her alive to Bathurst ; there 
was something deeply painful in contemplating 
the circumstances of Mrs. Shaw, she had 
followed the fortunes of her husband, her 
affection overruling every other consider- 
ation ; a young family surrounded her, as she 
lay upon her bed of sickness, it might be, of 
death ; at Mac Carthy's Island she had taken 
the fever, and was now, as the only hope left, 
transferring herself, or rather being transferred, 
to the scarcely better air of Bathurst. Captain 
Shaw came on board the *^Mary Paxil," and 
in a dejected state related his fears ; a short 
interview took place, and served however to 
provide this noble heai'ted soldier with some 
wine and other trifles which the governor had 
with him d&esh from England in the schooner ; 
they might tend to prolong the life of her over 
whom he anxiously watched night and day, as 
she lingered in all the discomfort of a small 
trading vessel between Bathurst and the ports of 
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the riyer; Shaw grasped the haoid o£ the 
governor as he passed into hi$ boat^ to return to 
his vessel^ while the tears of gratitude, and 
apprehension traced their course over his care 
worn face; happily howefer the. th];eatea:^ed 
deprivation was arrested, and Mrs- ^Shaw 
reached Bathurst, where many a day afterwards 
she with her husband contributed to the 
pleasures of the government house. , 

Late on the evening of the 14th of April 
the Mary Paul reached the island, but no one 
being aware of the sudden movement of the 
governor, no preparations had been made f<v 
his reception, and the unexpected descent of a 
governor, with even a very scanty suite, is a 
matter of importance to tho8e who in A&ipa 
may have the undesirable privilege of enter- 
taining him ; and the commandant of the island 
was by no means in a position to bear such an 
incursion with ease. 

His brief history has often been the history 
of others before him : born of parents moving 
in the superior classes .of a gentleman's life, 
he was professionally studying in London, and 
had made a gratifying progress, when he 
became acquainted with a young and certainly 
most lovely girl, who though not exactly in 
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his oWn spkcire, was in every way respectable ; 
his' friends refased to consent to the marriage, 
upon which 4e young parties took the matter 
into their own hands and were married ; this 
st^ brought about an entire abandonment by 
his' telations, and heiTB had not the means to 
give assisiaoice. Btrt at thi^ juncture a friend 
^f his Was api)bilit^ to be governor of the 
settlements upon the Gambi^^ dnd taking the 
newly iiiarried pair with him, he appointed his 
protegi& to be commander of Mac Carthy's 
idand, upon a salary of one hundred a year, 
*firith ^^j^rters of unquestion^le discomfort 
-provide: ■ ; 

» <ro this miserable retreat did the young 
'End bettntiful bride accompany her husband, 
^idounteringy t?ith courage and thankfulness, 
every danger*, arid etiei-y misery of Africa, and 
its climate \ but in doing so she saw perhaps 
the foundation of a future independence, for he 
had talent which might call him to fill a higher 
citation when ^ vacancy, so common ah occur- 
r^ce itk Africa^ should take place ; alas ! that 
Taeaney^was^madein the person of their patron, 
the ^civemor 1 and now buried far in the depth 
of' a ^pestilential country^ scarcely an English- 
iAa4^'to'«peak to, and beyond two military 
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officers, none to associate with, they were as far 
as they knew without a friend in the world, 
surrounded by the extreme of savage life ; how 
little did she know that at this time, her pre- 
dicted fate was hastening its accomplishment ! 

Having delayed landing till this morning, 
(15th AprU,) at an early hour the boat was 
alongside, the governor and others in it, when 
with one push from the side it reached the 
shore, so close do the vessels lie to it ; a salute 
was fired, a guard of honor, the authorities, as 
as also the ministers of the Wesleyan missions 
stationed there, were all in attendance, and as the 
quarters of the commander of the island were of 
a very circumscribed order, the governor ac- 
cepted the ofier of apartments in the missionary 
house, to which he now withdrew, where he 
once more found himself in the enjoyment of a 
clean room, space, and fresh air, to all of which 
he had been for some days a stranger. 

The heat of the day was passed in transacting 
business with the few officials of the island, and 
messengers were sent to the neighbouring 
chiefs of consequence, informing them that the 
governor had arrived, and desired to see them 
-svith all possible expedition; this intimation 
they were pretty sure to attend to, as presents 
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would necessarily be made upon the occasion : 
with all this^ eating and drinking, was by no 
means an unimportant item at the missionary 
house ; five full meals per diem appeared upon 
the table^ and though this far exceeded the 
calibre of the goyemor, yet those, to whom 
habit had become nature, went through the 
process with much credit to their digestive 
powers ; why five meals are necessary in such 
a climate as Africa^ when one often amply 
suffices elsewhere, no one can possibly ima- 
gine ; at breakfast, roast ducks, savoury stews, 
and cutlettes, assist in filling, with their fumes, 
• the already too loaded atmosphere ; at luncheon, 
hot soups and stews ; dinner is a compound of 
both, rendered more terrible by the addition of 
very second rate pastry ; tea presents the half-" 
cold meat of the former meal — and supper is a 
repetition of the luncheon ; with each of these 
meals, porter, ale, wine, &c., is introduced 
freely; and now why wonder if Europeans 
hasten, if not originate, the causes of their 
death ? neither a foxhunter in England, nor an 
Axe-man in the back woods of Canada would 
be proof against such an overwhelming pro- 
cess; how much less then can it be safely 
encountered in the climate of western Africa ? 
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The temperature of the day had varied from 
about 80° in the morning to 106° in the day, 
and this in spite of a fine breeze blowing 
through the room; towards evening the heat 
abated, and the governor with a party rode to 
see the Island ; from one end to the other may 
be a distance of three miles and a half, with an 
average breadth of half a mile, or a little more; 
it is during the rains little better than a swamp, 
and being surrounded by high land its atmos- 
phere is close and oppressive beyond anything 
met with before by any of the party. The 
Town is called George Town, it consists of a 
few stone houses, and numerous mud huts ; the 
place where a Fort is intended to be is Called 
Fort George, not that there was then a symp- 
tom of a fort to be discovered, nor probably is 
there now ; the hospital was a wretched mud 
hut, and the jail was a hollow tree with a doo/ 
fixed to the opening. 

Some "liberated Airicans" were practising 
as agriculturalists under the tuition of the 
Wesleyan Mission, but they seemed to have 
acquired neither taste for the occupation, nor 
proficiency in it ; they appeared as useless here, 
thought certainly most kindly looked after by 
the Mission, as they have been uniformly else- 
where. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

i RIDE AT DAYLIGHT. — ^FATOLA— WESLEYAIC MI8- 
- ' SIOITARY AND VAllMg.— <rHE CHIEFS OF CA RTABAR 
AND BHEKAMA.— 'AFRICAN CHIEF A RULER, NOT 
THE PRESIDENT OF A REPUBLIC, DISGUISED. — 
' " STOPPINQ trade"*— THB KING OF OARTABAB'S 
\ li)9A OF THE USB OF EDUCATION,— OUT MANCEU- 
YRE8 A MISSIONARY^ — CHIEF OF NYANI BAN- 
TANO. — ^A REVIEW AT MAC CARTHY'S ISLAND. — 
, A SERMON. — MRS. — ; AND THE GIPSEY'S PRO- 
PHESY.— LEAVE MAC CARTBY'b ISLAND. TAMHA. 

A STEAMER NECESSARY. — ACCOUNT CURRENT 

» ■ 

WITH THE CLIMATE. — CONVALESCENT STATION. 

/. : ■ . :.■■•• 

. CUM ATE AND TEMPER. — BACCOW, AND THE 
BLIND "ALCADE*' — HABITS OP POPULATION OF 
BACCOW AND BATHURST.— " GRIOTES." — VISIT 
OF THE KING OF BARRA. -^ HIS AMBITION 
IN LOVE. — PROPOI^ALS.— OFFER OF BULLOCKS. — 
' DECLINED. 

With the daylight hour the horses were 

IjTought to the door of the mission house, when 

. the governor^ commander of the settlement, the 

'chief of the wesleyan mission, and some others 
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formed a party to ride oyer the island^ which 
could easily be done in two hours ; at the east 
end there is a pretty native village called 
Fatola, situated upon the highest land in the 
place, the elevation above the level of the 
river being perhaps fifteen or twenty feet ; the 
river bayed back in some degree by the island, 
sweeps by this point in two fine branches ; on 
the south side is the Brekama and Broko 
territory, which rises rather boldly^ over the 
stream, but is nothing more than one unbroken 
forest, beyond this, is a Foulah tribe, a 
harmless race given up entirely to pastoral 
pursuits, extremely timid, and frequently an 
object of oppression and plunder amongst their 
more ferocious neighbours; on the north side 
the fine rocky and nearly bare hills of Cartabar, 
rise from an undulating wooded country, 
comparatively into mountains, being from two 
to three hundred feet in elevation ; these hills 
command Fatola, indeed they are within a long 
musket range of the village, and upon them 
should have been the settlement placed. When 
Mac Carthy's Island was purchased of the 
natives, these hills could have been obtained 
with equal facility — indeed a little rum, gun- 
powder, some cottons, and tobacco, would 
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purchase the whole of Western Africa, but the 
treaties which conferred the sovereignty would 
not be worth a feather after the " high contract- 
ing parties" had separated, for the African 
chief is as yet sublimely ignorant of the nature 
of a treaty, or otherwise very indifferent to 
its execution. The base of the highest hill, 
which is nearly perpendicular, is washed by the 
river, and commands its ascent and descent ; if 
any wind is blowing it must be felt there, and 
in the rains the water would necessarily run off 
rapidly, the hiU being, Hke those about Comer, 
an inferior kind of iron stone; but instead of 
selecting this spot, and giving the European 
some chance against the climate, a low and 
swampy island was rather selected, strange as 
the choice may appear. Before the wind 
reaches Mac Carthy's Island, it has to pass over 
hundreds of miles of swamp from the westward, 
in which case it comes loaded with much 
effluvia ; or it otherwise blows over thousands 
of miles heated as it crosses the great desert, 
and reaches the settlement actually as if it 
issued from the mouth of a furnace. 

The wesleyan farm is as well managed as 
such a thing can be, by the voluntary labour 
of the liberated Africans ; it produces a little 
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rice^ Indian corn^ and some yams^ but in 
spite of the energy and intelligence of t]bke 
gentlemen of the mission^ a farm so conducted^ 
will never be more than a useless expenditiu^ 
of the resources of the wesleyan body. There 
are some neat stone cottages erected for the 
persons employed as leaders on the farm^ 
and a good homestead^ with bad cattle in 
it* The whole is a fond delusion. As fdr 
the liberated African department, there never 
should have been such a things it is ope 
of the grosseats deceptions that ever has 
had immense sums of money thrown away 
upon it. Either the liberated African is 
worked as if he was not liberated, or jelse 
he is fed for being idle, unless he is locatQ<|> 
in which case, he is allowed to run wild, 
as when he was first sold to be a slave. 
These Africans were here employed chiefly 
in making bricks, fQr which the soil was 
not ill qualified ; they were marched daily to 
the brick ground, and instead of making 
sugar in the Brazils, and Cuba, they made 
bricks in Mac Carthy's island. Such was 
the interpretation assigned to the designatipn 
of a "liberated African.*' Like the wes- 
leyan farms, the thing did not pay, and 
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the gOve<tK>r not deeming the practice of 
etforcing work, consistent with liberation, 
>6rdke up the department, giving those who 
ift^ht prefer it, leave to occupy an allotment 
<]^^is^d oh the island, the others being trans- 
ferred tb Bathursty where as yet the head 
^tHEtiPters of the department were continued. 
■'■ TMb day, the 18th of April, the chiefii of 
C^artabar, and Brekama, came to visit the 
^^em&i; the latter had for his object, not 
4i^ly the attainment of the usual presents, 
i>ut he also made a claim for compensation 
^ki account of a Brekama man who happened 
to be drowned while crossing to the island 
tipon his own business in a small canoe. 
fi^ came with few in his train, appeared 
tb •'be a- very uninfluential person, and not 
efto possessed of the cunning common amongst 
4k¥9ges ^ he had a dirty country dress on, 
"♦/liich hung loosely about him, a cap of 
-toi^ntfy cloth, drawn down nearly over his 
ifeyes, and a long stick in his hand ; altogether 
'he Was a wretched specimen of even an African 
^chief; the conference with him was of short 
-litnd cinimportant duration, he was ordered to 
hte giveti the usual presents upon the change 
6rf gocf ernors, but his claim for payment for 
the drowned man was of course rejected. 
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After Brekama was despatched, the king of 
Cartabar was ushered to the presence of the 
governor ; this chief rules a fine and extensive 
tract of country directly upon the north of 
Mac Carthy's Island ; his town, as the residence 
of the chief is always termed to distinguish the 
capital, is situated about thirty miles oflT upon a 
fine plain, in the midst of an immense forest of 
the acacia, producing the gum arabic of 
commerce ; he was a tall, heavy featured man, 
extremely taciturn, and careless of every thing 
excepting merchandize, which, he said, now 
never came to his country because the king of 
Dunyassen, Kementang, had carried away all 
his people and sold them as slaves, so he had 
no one left to " make farm," or to collect the 
gum, which year after year fell and was wasted 
upon the ground; this he said made him a 
poor man — a statement that intimated the 
happiness upon receiving his presents, what- 
ever cause might have removed the previous 
governor. 

Cartabar was a Mandingo, and like them 
all, by far more intelligent than the native 
of western Africa generally is ; he wore a 
loose Mandingo robe, and a pointed cap, 
both of country manufacture ; he himself. 
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almost covered with the " fetishe, " extracts 
from the koran, served up in pieces of leather. 
He was dirty in the extreme, and the robe 
might have been yellow, but to proclaim its 
original colour, would now have been hazard- 
ous; sandals were fastened on his feet, with 
a leather strap, coloured black and red with 
a native dye ; and flung over his shoulder ; 
in a hilt and scabbard of the same kind of 
leather, was a sword, made certainly of an iron 
hoop ; the royal leg was bare to the knee, from 
whence Upwards, the person was covered with 
a pair of very loose drawers, drawn round the 
waist, by a reeving string. 

A motly assemblage of about two hundred 
Mandingoes were in attendance, upon the king, 
for this was a visit of great state ; the whole 
of them were armed in some manner, either 
with muskets, swords, or spears; these were 
very well contented to crouch about in the 
shade, with the exception of about half a dozen, 
who were the " confidential advisers " of his 
majesty of Cartabar, not that their advice was 
either sought or taken at all times, for even 
an African chief, feels, that if he is the chief, 
he has an undoubted right to rule, and that to 
submit his country solely to the governance of 
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others, would be in practise to give it np for 
the use of their alliances and friends, while he 
sat as a mere puppet, allowed to do no more 
than amuse himself at the expense of his people ; 
he would soon be looked upon as a costly 
bauble, from whom no honor, or appointment 
could emanate, and acting only as the instru- 
ment of others, he would probably soon be 
dispensed with ; he would be looked upon as 
the president of a republic, disguised in the 
trappings of monarchy; a wolf in sheep's 
clothing ; or a jack-daw in peacock's feathers. 

The chief of Cartabar had once been a pow- 
erful man, but Kementang, his neighbour 
having over-run his country and sold his popu- 
lation as slaves, he was now reduced to great 
weakness ; and, though numerously attended, 
the cortege was made up of young and old, a 
weak, wavering, unimposing, and it may be 
added very dirty procession. 

The power of stopping the passage of the 
co'ttntry produce to the different settlements, is 
more or less in the hands of every African 
chief; if the pathway through their respective 
territories is closed, an immense inconvenience 
has to be surmounted, for there are no roads 
branching off enabling it to be sent through a 
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less hostile channel, and rather than take any 
trouble about the matter, the traders will sit 
quietly down preferring rather to wait until the 
" palaver " between the white men and the chief 
is., disposed of, than to take their prodiTce back 
and carry it round by another track upon which 
*' palaver" has not intruded. Therefore the 
gr^t effort in all conferences with the chiefs is 
to keep them in good humour, showing at the 
same time, sufficient firmness to resist a ground- 
less nclaim, or an exorbitant petition ; this is not 
at all times an easy task, for the African chief 
is full of caprice and deception. 

Mahomet in spiritual matters rules the tribe 
of Cartabar, if indeed any feeling of a religion 
can be said to belong to it ; the chief and his 
head men were ranged up on one side of the 
largest room in the missionary house, the go- 
vernor and his guide including the wesleyan 
ministers, being on the other, the interpreter 
having been placed between them, the con- 
ference was opened by the chief saying that he 
was very glad to see the new governor, that he 
h^d always been friendly to the white men, that 
the late governor was a good man, and had 
made him many presents of gunpowder, cot- 
iops^S^c.; and then he paused to see the effect > 

VOL. II. E 
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the goyemor replied to this by little more than 
an expression of general gratification upon 
hearing from the chief how amicably he had 
always lived with the white men^ and that those 
practices which had brought about so great a 
friendship would be careAilly fostered. 

A desultory conversation then prevailed for 
some short time^ which was broken by one of 
the gentlemen of the mission su^esting that 
something might be advantageously said upon 
the subject of converting his majesty to Chris- 
tianity ; the governor fully concurred, but not 
arrogating to himself more than ordinary know- 
ledge of matters of religion (being a sailor) he 
devolved the conduct of this discussion upon 
the chief of the mission, who, wlmtever else he 
might be, was certainly a sincere and honest 
man. 

Mr. ■ " commenced and enlarged with 
much tact upon the benefits to be derived from 
the christian religion, but how faithfully this 
was translated to his majesty through the 
medium of a pagan interpreter, not much 
versed in the English language, was a ques- 
tionable afiair; however the king seemed to 
assent to every proposition, being duly de- 
livered of the affirming African grunt at the 
conclusion of every sentence. 
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The king was then pressed to send a son to 
the missionary school^ in order that he might 
be instructed in the lai^uage and religion of 
England ; when his majesty was pleased to 
observe^ at the same time graciously smiling, — 
'^ That baying a number of wives, he also had 
a proportionate number of sons, and that he 
would send just as many of them to Mac Car- 
thy's island as the missionaries would feed, and 
to whom the governor woidd be pleased to give 
tobacco, gunpowder, and other little matters ;" 
this seemed in some sort to abate the zeal of 
Mr. ■ who was not quite prepared to say 

bow far he would be justified in making so 
deep an inroad into the wesleyan funds ; as for 
the governor he made his mind up upon the 

. subject, and predetermined not '^ to give a 
single sous," a course from which he was not to 

. be diverted, knowing from experience that the 
only fruit of such an expenditure would be to 
enlarge the annual demand for presents, in 
return for the company of the king's sons, who 

.! having concluded their education, would have 
retired to Cartabar to return to all the early 

. habits of their countrymen. Mr, never- 
theless persevered ; but not being a pluralist he 
wished to treat for one son only ; to this the 

E S 
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king objected and desired to send a dozen or 
so, but finding it impracticable to carry this 
point, he laughingly said to the interpreter— 
'^missionary man is a very good man, but he 
makes too much fun ; tell the governor, if he 
pleases, to order the presents, shake my hand, 
and let me go back, for the sun is high." 

The request of the king with reference to 
his departure very well accorded with the wish 
of the governor, who without farther delay 
ordered the delivery of the presents, heartily 
shook hands with the king, and with assurances 
of an "eternal friendship," the parties sepa- 
rated, the governor having however received 
an invitation to visit Cartabar, where he would 
bo an object of the king's peculiar care during 
hiv*« stay, without ha^Tug at the time any in- 
tention of going there, yet it so happened that 
the visit was made under circumstances of 
much interest as detailed in a subsequent part 
of this journal. 

The newly elevated chief of Nyani, whose 
accession took place on the occasion of the 
death of Sand Gabar, did not come to the 
island, but he appeared on the other side of 
the river with the same men who had been 
there a few days before with his predecessor ; 
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he sent over a deputation charged with a most 
amicable message^ and a highly decorated 
Mandingo bridle as a present to the governor ; 
it was made of leather tanned in the country 
by the bark of the mangrove in which tanning 
matter largely abounds ; it was dyed red, and 
relieved with black lines and figures, and be- 
neath the throat hung a gaudy red and bright 
yellow tassel ; the bit was equal to restrain an 
elephant, but was power thrown away in the 
mouth of a horse. These men were dressed in 
a kind of large mantle cut round the neck, 
perfectly white and very clean, they wore a cap 
of similar neatness on the head, a sword slun^ 
over the right shoulder, and sandals on the feet; 
they had a high independent carriage, and with 
a good address came forward to execute their 
orders ; which having done they were informed 
that the governor was much gratified by their 
visit ; each having been ordered a present, with 
another for the chief, they withdrew, and haying 
received the things ordered they crossed the 
river to rejoin their companions. 
. It was a beautiful sight to see these men as 
they defiled thrpugh the forest on their way 
back to their own country ; every man was 
mounted, and armed with a sword, spear, or 
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musket, sometimes they bore two of the three 
weapons ; the horses were small bat showed the 
Arab blood; and the snow white mantles of 
probably four hundred men, agitated by thfe 
wind, gave a most romantic character to the 
dark green forest scenery, as they wound along 
the tortuous path in single file, chanting a song, 
in which at periods eveiy man joined. 

As for the chief himself, he was by no meatis 
annoyed at the death of Sand Gabar, who wag 
Ms uncle, because that event caused his owtt 
elevation, and he had first the good fortune t6 
receive presents on that account, and secondly 
upon the government of the British settlements' 
having passed into the hands of another go- 
vernor; matters that will in western Africa 
always reconcile the rising chief to any domestic 
loss of life. 

These interviews having all passed off well, 
excepting perhaps with reference to the Bre- 
kama chief, who could get nothing for his 
drowned man, dinner became the next opera- 
tion, and veritably the mission spared no pain« 
to gratify the taste and feelings of the governor, 
to whom unhappily for the occasion, feasting 
was a matter of little consideration at any time. 

After dinner, the hour of which was three 
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o'dodsi, th^ goyernor got on horseback to 
attend fit a review of the companies of the 3rd* 
West India regiment and the militia of the 
settlement ; they were drawn up upon a space 
which had been cleared away and levelled with 
BftYidh care^ before the baj^racks, and the quar- 
tens of the: commander of the island ; the troops 
were marched round and performed some eyo<- 
Uitioiis with great credit, and the two light 
fidd pie£QS WQre well worked also; but the 
oulittia seemed alwaya in some dilemma, they 
were either charging into the fire of the 3rd. 
W^at Indians^or the field pieces were firing into 
didkraaiks ;. in point of jfact, the militia were a 
ve^y deUberative body, which generally found 
itself' about three, or. four movements in arrear 
of tfa«t jone in immediate execution. However 
if it was slow, it was very willing, and during 
the excitentent upon the death of Sand Gabar 
watbyno means behind hand in courage and 
zeal. 

Thie review ended and the missionary tea and 
supper having been encountered the whole 
party retired to their respective rooms for the 
night. 

Attending the church service the following 
. day the governor heard an extempore sermon 
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preached by Mr. Jam^s, a young wesleyan 
minister ; the language was e3^tremely well 
chosen, and the discourse in every respect as 
admirable in religious and moral sentiment^ as 
. It was in the delivery ; the act of the crucifixion 
, was set forth in all its awful horrors in the most 
feeling and fervid style, unblemished by the 
slightest approach to that, which is called, 
ranting; but while the preacher was energetic 
and powerful in portraying this imperishable 
'. sin, he was yet more conspicuous in. thi^ calm 
glow of heartfelt thankfulness with which he 
described the great end for which this dr^adftd 
death was suffered ; the sermon did not exceed 
more than twenty five minutes, yet it was, 
without exception, one of the most compjre- 
hensive, and if without presumption it may be 
: said, one of the most holy of uninspired com- 
. positions which at least the governor had ever 
heard ; — poor fellow, in a short time after he 
was attacked by fever, and became a victim to 
the climate; his enthusiasm in religion was 
shown in a rigid observance of its ordinances, 
and the practice of forbearance, benevolence, 
and charity in its widest sense. In the evening 
jSiervice was again performed ; a black wrho 
having been educated and received into the 
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wesleyan body as a minister, read the prayers 
and preached afterwards; but in the latter 
attempt he was utterly incapable; in every 
respect it was the reverse of the morning per- 

-formance; his name was *^Cupidon;" never- 

^thfeless he was of great use amongst the blacks 
upon the island, for although not equal to the 

^ effort of extempore preaching, yet his life was 
k very exemplary one. 

■ The next day was passed at the quarters of 

'the commander of the island Mr. , the 

jjentleman already mentioned in an earlier 

' place ; arrangements were made for the future 
conduct of the settlement with reference to its 

-defence chiefly ; which being concluded the 

society of Mrs. rendered the period most 

enjoyable ; she was young, cheerful, and un- 

* qiiestionably lovely ; never was there a face and 
form more exquisitely sjrmetrical, and never did 
the possessor of both appear more unaffectedly 
insensible of their merit; over her beautifully 

'formed neck long raven and silky tresses shaded 
'the clearest skin, her fine, soft, but intelligent 
■blue eyes attracted all upon whom they fell, her 
"pearly teeth shone between her rich ruby like 

-iKps, and her smile, no one might encounter 

- irtth impunity ; well might Mr. have 

E 5 
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abandoned feven parents and friends for it ; her 
sniall delicate figure was as faultless as her fea- 
tures Were fascinating, and she had iacqnired a 
manner full of soft attractions; such wa* Mrs. 

iinirittred with her husband in this 

Wretchfed settlement, tut off almost from civil- 
ized life, or at best, but ate the solitary star 
gleaming in briiliahcy through a clouded and 
cheerless sky. 

Sittmg after dinner in possession of a sofa 
with Mrs. — '■ — , the governor heard her det^ 
the prophecy of a gipsey, which was uttered 
shortly after she was married, and which had 
so impressed itself, that although she combatted 
the feeling, yet she never could relieve her 
mind from apprehension; the prophecy was 
so striking, that it will be narrated as it was 

told. " One evening,'* said Mrs. " I was 

standitog at the door of the neat cott^e we 
occupied for a time, and one of those dark ^ed 
swarthy women passed by ; she stopped, then 
turned round, and with a look that seemed to 
read far into the future, she severely s{;anned 
me as I stood really unable to meet her gaze, 
or retreat from it.'' 

" Young lady will you have your fortune 
told ! " she asked ; I replied *' yes,** for I Wns 
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afiraid ta say no> and I ddnt know whj-^^sbe 
came to me^ and took my hand*— she affected to 
read in it i^ome teorrible things, I believe, for 
the dropped it, and holding up her bony, and 
shrivelled arm and hand, she said — ^^ yours 
win be a trying life*^for one, you wdU lose 
every fii^nd but a lady, through her you will 
go a long voyage, through her you will find 
another friend, and he will advance your 
Jiufiband, but it will be abroad; your fortunes 
witt improve, but you will scarcely see them 
fcdfiHed-r-for you will never return to England, 
and a; violent death hangs over you— ryou 
cannot arrest it— you cannot escape it" — and 
she turned away regardless of the small silver 
coin I held ready to give her; to this hour her 
words and manner are fresh in memory ; she is 
ever before me, as she searched with a penetra- 
ting gaee the depths of futurity— and, governor 

said Mrs* "my death will be one of 

violence/! 

Such was the prophecy as detailed to the 
.g0Yjern(Mr, to a certain extent it had already 
, *be^n • faithf uUy fulfilled, and it wiU. be seen 
hereafter how it was finally carried out. 
i ISierewas a Mandingo settlement upon the 
^jMland>,k was (coiqposed of people who had fled 
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from Cartabar5 when the chief o.f Duaiijftfi^^Bkj 
Kementang, over-ran the country; they were^ 
a very harmless society^ and having had some : 
laud allotted to them, they cultivated il very, 
assiduously, some of them foUiowing ihieir 
respective trades, rude as their workmanship 
was; during the presence of Sand Gabar with, 
his men in the vicinity of the island, it had 
been deemed expedient to disarm these M^n- 
dingos, a measiire which greatly affected them, 
because they considered it as suspecting them • 
of treachery; the governor having, now hi^d 
the whole case, he gratified them by ordering- • 
all their weapons to be restored. 

Upon the 21st of April, the governor took 
leave of the island community, and commencedr 
tlie descent of the river, a much easier opera,tioa 
than ascending it, on account of some of the 
stream being in alliance with the ebb tide. ,. 
Again were the musquitos, cockroaches, cenjti^^: 
pedes, and such vermin, to be for a time \ 
endured, but havicg contrived to form a canopy . 
with two umbrellas, the governor established- 
himself each night upon the deck, the musqMito^s 
having first been brushed from beneath, the / 
umbrellas, when hanging over them .a flag, 
their' annoyance was considerably diminished ; . . 
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the first feyeiiing the schooner was anchored off 
Njrani-Maroo, a town by the river side, and 
subject to the successor of Sand Gabar, who 
sent off to beg the governor would come and 
visit himv the accomplishment of which invita- 
tion was prevented by a fine breeze springing 
up, when the schooner was again under way. 

There was on board a Mandingo named 
TatAba, he was half brother to the king of 
Cartabar, and had requested a passage to 
Batharst : this was granted with the full under- 
standing that if he went on shore any where, 
the vessel would proceed without waiting for 
him if a breeze sprung up, or if the tide made 
a fevorable change. At Nyani Maroo Tamba 
thought there would be ample time to go on 
shore, and tell the people that he was going 
down the river in company with the English 
governor, for these natives are very desirous of 
being considered intimate with that officer; 
Tatnba was warned of his danger of being left 
behind^ but his vanity was in the ascendant, 
arid <m shore he went for the night; hardly 
hsid daylight opened when a fine land breeze 
spnihgup directly fair for going down the 
river-; the anchor was got up, the canvass 
sprtpady'and awiiy flew the light vessel, soon 
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leaving Nyani-Maroo far behind; Tamba ob* 
served the movement, and rushed to a canoe on 
the beach, vrhich with two men he laimc^ed 
and started in chase ; he halloo-d in English 
and Mandingo manftilly to ino effect^ and after 
a time gave up the pursuit ; he had left all bis 
clothes, as he was pleased to call two or three 
articles, and a very dirty and much worn 
MatidUngo robe, on board ; they were, taken 
care of for him, but what had stimulated Tamba 
to so much exertion, was the feet of his having 
left his ** GriB^Gris " amongst these things-; dais 
was brought to the governor by one of the party 
having been cut open ; it was a small packet ia 
a wrapper of dirty rag, which being removed, 
exposed four beads of millett, three pieces of 
some peculiar root, and a piece of paper upon 
which was written' in the Arabic character a 
passage from the Koran ; and wasi to bear him 
in battle, or in any other danger, harmless! 
this however is not peculiar to Tamba, for 
every Mandingo carries his preserving " Griir 
Gris " about him, and some of the chiefs have 
themselves almost covered with them ; so m«eh 
for the advance of Christianity in Western Africa. 
In order to develope the resources of so noble 
a river as the Gambia, it will be necessary to 
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keep a Bteamer atbached to the government^ not 
for the niere purposes of amusing the governor , 
or adding to his pomp of station, but to be the 
itBeans Jofi affi^rding a ready protection to the 
metehaats^ yri^ > had at this time not less than 
tveeAty-fiYt factories, scattered along the banks 
of ^e river; he is obliged to entrust his goods 
In .such, as he can find tolerably qualified in 
trading affairs^ and these in general are first of 
alLpeirsons whose habits have indueed them to 
adopt . Afi-ica as a last resource^ where they 
n»«t fequandy again indulge, and either die, 
or. are dismissed. Secondly, a native is 
employed, bat £>r these correct as they may 
he, the chie& have zrot the respect which they 
wottld always extend to a white man of good 
4;ofduct; the consqquence has been> that the 
ifac^orieB havebeeh violated and the merchant 
has met with no oompensation, because there 
were no measa of readily defending his cause ; 
^diese representations having been made by the 
^gov^mor to the authorities at home, afber a 
time a steamer was sent, which in the river 
4key contrived to wreck ispeedily after her 
anivid^ another smsiller steamer has succeeded 
iMtter it is Relieved. 
. Tfaie "exposure to the intense heat, muddy 
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river banks, and mangrove forests, necessarily 
encountered in a passage upon the Gambia in 
a sailing vessel during ten days, generally 
introduced the governor to an attack of fever, 
which for a period suspended his movements, 
but after ten days rather severely fighting with 
it, the malady vanished in what a gallant officer 
was in the habit of terming a " beautiful ague ;" 
after shaken in which for somewhere about five 
hours, the fever appeared to be shaken out of 
him altogether, for it never returned during the 
season ; and whatever comes after the rains, or 
in the worse period when the country is 
under the "drying up process,*' is always set 
down to a new account, which is then opened 
with the climate; judging however from the 
amount of life disbursed in these settlements, it 
would appear that the climate is by no means 
a creditor. 

It was the 8th of May before Quinine, and 
other appliances, had rendered the governor 
able to make an excursion to the neigh- 
bouring native town called Baccow. To this 
place, attended by the secretary, Mr. Ingram, 
he now proceeded at six in the morning, 
riding as far as the ferry, which separated 
the colony from the Combo territoiy on the 
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south, and then taking a boat, they would 
^each the landing place, under Baccow, by 
j^ight o'clock, furnished with horses there, 
they would arrive a very sbort time after, 
fit ^ the convalescent station, near Baccow, 
wh^re breakfast would be provided in readi- 
ness. 

. The convalescent station is built upon a 
.fine^ bold, headland, called Cape St. Mary, 
against whose rocky sides, the long, rolling, 
^sweil. of the Atlantic, is incessantly lashing 
.itself into foam, and spray; almost reaching 
the station house, itself, standing upon its 
^putermost edge, at a general elevation of per- 
l>ftp$ OE^e hundred feet, or more ; a fine sea 
brgpze^blpws over it day after day, and it is 
.qejrtainly a great improvement upon the site 
of Bathurst. Far in the rear, it must be 
admitted^ , that the ground slopes into the 
^interminable mangrove swamp, towards which, 
all the ram draws, but the country is nearly 
^c^ar ^f jungle, in the interval. To this place, 
tjbose^ whq ,are suflSciently recovered from ill- 
^988;i to encounter the removal, are always 
.sft^t from Bathurst: the stages generally, are 
these— fever at Mac Carthy's Island, removal 
to Bathurst, convalescent at Bathurst, removal 
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to Cape St Mary— of course^ this is suppositig 
the patient is not removed to the grave^ 
a direction more frequently taken, than to 
the Cape in convalescence ; those who retnm 
from the comparatively bracing air of liie 
station, visibly show its effect upon them^: 
having left Bathurst, pale, weai, melancholy, 
and irritable, they return with, a tinge of health 
in their cheeks, a gaiety of carriage, and their 
minds restored to tranquillity, and forbearance. 
There are so many instances of such changes 
in the tropics especially, that it quite becomes, 
a question whether what we call " bad tem- 
per, " and stigmatize the unhappy being 
exhibiting it, with all manner of detracting 
epithets, is any thing but the symptom of the 
disease which is harassing the nerves of the 
sufferer, and forces him to take a dark view 
of every occurrence ; was " bad temper " 
treated as an induced disease, and not as a 
natural, mental defect, there would be many 
more good tempered people, than there now 
are, in the world. A man's passions, and 
habits, are subject to his control, and he 
may be fairly condemned, or approved, in his 
management of them; but his temper is quite 
another affair, and those who have to deal 
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with k, are inveifeted with great responsibility; 
these conclusions^ right or wrong, as they 
may be, originated in observing the extraor- 
dinary difference which uniformly prevailed 
in the settlements on the Gambia, throughout 
the social life of the inhabitants during the 
sickly, and healthy seasons respectively. 

On this morning, the sea breeze blew 
delightfully, and revived the energies of those 
who experienced its influence. After having 
lB:eak£u3ted, the governor and his companion 
got on horseback, to see the country a little 
way round ; the soil was well cultivated, so 
faar. as it was required for the support of the 
inhabitants of Baccow, but African industry 
went no farther, they could not stand acquitted 
of indolence: casada, Indian corn, millet, 
and ground nuts, form the produce. 

The town itself, is a straggling accumulation 
of circulax mud huts, thatched with the reed 
of ike country; the roof slopes at an angle 
of about forty-five degrees, far overreaching 
the outer edge of the mud wall, which is 
generally very low, this method serves to 
keep the sun, or rain, as it may be, from 
the hut, and leaves a space of about four, 
or five feet well shaded, but as there is 
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never any space left in the roof opposite 
the dooi-WRy, any one entering, is obliged 
almost to crawl in beneath its ternii nation, 
but having effected this operation, he finds 
himself beneath a somewhat lofty, and pointed 
roof; the interior however, is never inviting, 
and the following was the state in which the 
chief person of the town, here termed, upon 
what authority is not exactly known, an 
" alcaide, " was found as he laid in a hut, 
quite innocent of furniture, save the kind of 
bench upon which he laid. 

Having crawled in beneath the sloping 
roof, an upright posture was again assumed, 
it was BO dark, that nothing could be seen, 
excepting just what a small, flickering, flame 
shone upon, as it occasionally broke out 
between two pieces of wood, which were 
"dimly burning" on the earthen floor, and 
served for all the purposes of a fire. The 
governor asked for tlie "alcaide," and he 
was pointed out by the interpreter, who 
attended to conduct the interview, the flame 
had not deigned to shine upon him, and 
hardly coidd his form be traced; poor mortal! 
nothing apparently ever had shone upon him;" 
not even the eye of woman, for that caK 
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ojolj light up, when sensible of purity, esteem, 
and love; not when degraded by the 
oppression, and sensuality, of her natural 
guardian. 

At length, a little dry fuel was thrown upon 
the embers, and a blaze discovered the 
person of the ^^ alcaide, " or at least, his 
outline ; he was stretched upon a frame, formed 
of bamboo, and canework, to which, a palsied 
s^te, had for years confined him, between 
^im 'and the cane work, there was nothing 
but a " pagne, " or country made cloth, and 
anpther covered him ; he scarcely moved, but 
faintly murmured a short sentence, which the 
interpreter said was, calling a blessing upon 
the governor, for coming to see him, and 
he weakly stretched out a nearly fleshless arm 
and hand, towards the persons whom he heard 
speaking, for he had long been quite blind ; 
taking his hand, the governor said something 
kind to him, and made him some' small 
presents of merchandise, which utterly over- 
came the poor nameless old man, and the 
tears flowed in rapid succession, over his 
worn, and sunken face — his state might be 
joyfully changed for that of death, was it 
not that the consideration, " but to die, and 
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go we know not where," makes us hesitate 
before we consent to stop the pulse. 

A few minutes duration was all that was 
given to this visit, for the atmosphere of the 
hut was not inviting, especially when assisted 
by the pungency of wood smoke, so wishing 
him farewell, the governor left him again to 
lethargy, and sleep. 

Shortly after returning to the convalescent 
house the eldest son of the alcaide came to 
acknowledge the visit to his father, being the 
heir apparent to the "cap" of Baccow, for 
that is an hereditary office, held under the king 
of Combo ; he is a fine youth of some 64 or 
66 years of age, and spoke much of what he 
intended to do when he became invested with 
the ^^cap;" being mounted, and the evening 
now on the advance, he attended the governor 
and secretary to the beach, where, taking his 
leave, the former re-embarked for Bathurst. 
Baccow boasts a quiet and inoffensive popula- 
tion, so different from the noisy, dissolute, and 
lawless carriage of a portion of that of British 
colony, where are heard people incessantly 
bawling and scolding about the streets ; or seen 
sleeping on the sand in the middle of them, not 
even the sides of which are paved, nor do they 
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dream of moving out of the way for a horse 
or other aoimal ; frequently horse racing takes 
place in them^ the horses being rode by blacks 
irho haye no experience in horsemanship^ and 
no power over their horses. Accidents of a 
serioYis nature have occurred, and yet, up to 
this, tdme (May, 1840,) the suppression of such 
practices seems to have been felt unnecessary ; 
certainly saany ridiculous scenes occur, and if 
the rider was the only sufferer, the continuance 
iwould have been of little moment, but that is 
not always the case, and therefore the thing is 
discreditable to the government. 

.Another habit of a much worse tendency 
j[>revBils to an enormous extent; this is the 
nocturnal native dances, which begin about 
eight o'clock at night, and continue till about, 
jor tsven after day-light the next morning. 
_They are conducted by a few people termed 
^'griotes,". by profession dancers, four or five 
of whom are men, with a few more young and 
cheerful faced black girls; the men find out 
^some vain inhabitant, of which class there are 
plenty in Bathurst, and persuade him that his 
iflBCQStors have been great men ; he is lauded 
iby them,:nntil he becomes so gratified that he 
fionacnts to pay the ^^griotes" for their attend- 
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ance^ and sends for 6pirit« ; wh^n he akovdj , 
after is highly excited, -and t};be nativedj wbeth^r^ 
inyited or not^ soon assemble round his h^Xf^^ody 
the dancing commences most furiously. Th0; 
dance, like most of such .ezJmbiticm$,-eye%~at 
our own opera, is more remarkable^ for lasciy-. 
ious movement and gesture, thaa for delicaoj;; 
and grace; the only instrument used on tl^e, 
occasio^i is the country drum, and am imkiatic^l 
of the Castanet, which last the "g^;iQte'^ gkls. 
sound with some skill, accompanied by die^ 
whole of the dancers clapping their liAn^fi^, 
screeching and yelling at the same time, in sucK 
an unearthly manner, as would lead any onQii^t 
conversant with the practice^ to imagine that. ie^* 
massacre was in progress; the amusement. jfif£ 
most vicious in its results, producing drunken-; 
ness and other profligacy, which can easily bfO-. 
supposed, where the young of both sexes m^eti 
uncontrolled at these licentious gatherings. j r 
Independently of the character of thea^jt 
dances, they are' a general nuisance, for no .one:* 
can sleep within a moderate distance of thcoai^; 
so piercing and hideous is the noise, therefore 
the governor warned the "griotes" that. if 
they repeated their visits to Bathurst, they 
would be imprisoned, and their drums &c. 
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confiscated; the "griotea" are, in point of 
feet, strolling yagabonds, who live upon the 
folly, and vice of others ; with this intimation 
they were dismissed. 

Yesterday evening, the 14th of May, the 
king of Barra, came over the river, to offer 
his congratulations to the new governor ; his 
territory is the coast immediately opposite 
Bathurst, arid extends some distance to the 
east, and west; hu once was a powerful chief, 
and for a time, maintained a war handsomely, 
agaioet the Bathurat forces, and came in 
great numerical power to attack fort BuUen, 
standing on the Barra side, which certainly 
was a display of useless bravery, for without 
artillery, he could do nothing against it; as 
it could always be supplied from the sua, 
which he coald not prevent. The "cap" of 
Baria, is worn by seven towns in rotation, 
and the monarchy is elective, it is for life, 
and supreme. The kings have seldom lived 
more than five years, that being considered 
long enough to enjoy royalty; at the expira- 
tion of that period they have generally died, 
and the belief is that they have been poisoned, 
of the truth of which, there is no reasonable 
danbt. At present the town of Barranding, 
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was the seat of goremment, firom whence the 
king now came, and was making a begging 
tour through the stores of the different mer- 
chants. 

A visit from the king of Barra, always 
created more sensation than one from, any 
other chief, because at an earlier period, he 
had with so much vigor, carried on a war 
against the English settlement ; he -had indeed 
repelled an attack upon the town, and follow- 
ing the assailants to the place of landii^, 
drove them either into fort Bullen, or to 
their ships for safety ; when foolishly investing 
that fort, he was in turn, forced to retire, and 
a. cessation of active hostilities followed, but 
the road through his country was stopped, 
and no communication with the colony was 
allowed. In this state things were, when the 
" Isis, " the flag ship upon the station arrived 
in the Gambia; an amicable message was 
sent to the king of Barra, by the admiral, 
and one equally friendly was returned, by the 
Mandingo chief, who wanted some opportunity 
of returning to a good understanding with the 
English. A meeting was therefore arranged 
under the walls of fort Bullen, to which the 
admiral went, attended by the governor, and 
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ttoops^ stationed at Bathurst, which force, 
eombined with the marines of the different 
ships present, landed early one morning ; when 
in the course of the day, a treaty of amity, and 
commerce, was arranged with the king of 
Barra, who came supported by about three 
or four hundred men, all of them armed, as 
indeed were the British. 

On this occasion, the king was amazingly 
struck with the performance of the band of 
the ** Isis, " and very much wished the admiral 
to leave them with him; but the royal he^rt 
was much more deeply penetrated by the 
beauty of the admiral's daughter, who had 
landed with him, to witness the curious 
meeting, and it is currently reported in Bath- 
urst, that so much was the royal heart ensnared, 
as to compel an avowal of its desires, accom- 
panying the disclosure, with an offer of any 
number of bullocks in exchange, if the admiral 
would consent to her becoming a queen of 
Barra ; the king never consulting the wishes 
of the young ladies of his own country, did 
not feel it necessary to refer his hopes to the 
consideration of the admiral's daughter, upon 
this occasion, but making it a question be- 

F 3 
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tween himself and the admiral^ his proposals 
were politely declined. 

Possibly, this event bound the affections 
of the Barra chief to the English generally, 
for ever after he feinained a kind friend, 
and he now. came jpyer in ;^3tat^, .to. , jna^ke 
the aoqnaiataDce of the new , g(>y^ra0r.. 
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i^lbcESSION TO THE OoVftKNlifiHT HOt70B.-^RECBP- 
TION. — 8<lUATTIiirO PftBFBRRBB. -^ THE TWO 
QUEENS. — " ORIS-ORIS " — KINO OP COMBO 
COMES. — THE queen's BIRTHDAT. — THE AMERI- 
CAN PLAO. — "the GRIOTEs" AGAIN. — FIRST 
RAIN. — EXCURSION BY BOAT TO LAMING. — MEET 
THE KING OF COMBO THERE. — HIS MAJESTT " IN 
LIQUOR " — BARRA HORSES. — EVENING RIDES. — 
SOCIETY AT BATHURST. 

This being the morning appointed to receive 
the king of Barra, a vast assemblage of the 
inhabitants collected round the hat in which 
his majesty had disposed of his person during 
the nighty for the purpose of witnessing his 
egress and procession to the government house ; 
about noon the procession began to be arranged 
in order for advancing, but as Africans never 
hurry themselves upwards of an hour was spent 
in this duty, in spite of a kind of master of the 
ceremonies hallooing out most lustily all the 
time for the line to be moved off. 
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About half past one the Coloniaii interpreter 
placed himself at the side of the king of Barra> 
who with his head men occupied the centre of 
the line^ preceded by three drums constantly 
beatings about one hundred of his m^i walking 
before him^ and as many after, two abreast ;^ 
they were all armed, either with muskets, or ^ 
spears, the bearers of the respective weapons 
being ranged up together; the Mandingo looser 
robe fluttering about in the strong sea breeze 
which was blowing, together with an inde- 
pendent fire from the musketry of the line in; 

honour of the king, gave a wild and animated 

< 

character to the proceeding, which almost all 
the native inhabitants of the Gambia turned out. 
to see ; men shouted, women laughed^ and little 
children scampered about playing all manner of 
infant gambols, practices which in Africa are 
done in recognition of grandeur. 

As the head of the column reached the gate 
of the court before the government house> it 
was, by a serjeant of the 3rd West India re- 
giment formed into a semi-circle 8o» that by the 
time the king .reached the same gate he might 
find himself surrounded by his own people, 
until he entered the court himself, where an 
oflicer's guard of the same regiment was formed 
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in two lines to receive him ; the king now ap- 
proached^ ,and a salute of three guns was fired 
in consequence ; he entered the gate^ and the 
two lines presented arms ; the clean appearance 
of the men, dressed in their red clothes and 
white trowsers, with the well ordered musket 
and glittering bayonet attracted his attention, 
and at first startled him, for he stopped to ask 
the interpreter — '* is this all play ?" — meaning, 
is this a harmless exhibition, or am I to be 
made a prisoner, but when he was informed 
diat it Was an honor conferred upon him^ similar 
to that which the governor himself would re- 
ceive, tall as he was, he drew himself up in 
manifesto delight afoot higher; in passing the 
line he addressed his approving remarks to many 
of the soldiers^ some few of whom knew enough 
ci the Mandingo language to understand what 
he said, but an African soldier in the British 
service has little regard for the chief of an 
African tribe. 

Having gained the colonnade, the soldiers 
were withdrawn and all his own people ad- 
mitted into the court; chairs had been placed 
ill the colonnade in order that the interview 
ittight be seen by his people, who would then 
go back and relate the whole in admiration to 
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tbeir countrymen, and thfey ribw sijtcatfeil SMit, 
^ch man holding upriglit between lit£rl^ees'tlib 
ispear or musket which he carried;. ■ ' '' ' 

■In the colonnade the king i^i& metlJy^ie 
governor, the military arid' civfl officeirs of 4he 
colony, and some of the leading merchants, 
when after having shaken hands V6rjr amBC- 
tionately, he was invited to iaccept a s^atiti'k 
large arm chair by the side of 'tH6 gbveA'br, 

and his suite, consisting of Tialf lai dozen ofthe 

' ' . 

"headmen" of his court, were placed 'fttitme^ 
diately near him, but they one atid aMprefeJrrel 
squatting on the floor, to sitting in ctaiirs'; ' a 
difficulty however of an unsuspefcted nalhrffe 
presented itself, his majesty had brought Wit't 
him two of his favooite queens, arid the doubt 
was where they could be properly seated^ '^ 
for allowing them to stand as ihe kirigJn'kri 
urigallant manner proposed, it was' iriipa^siHfe 
to permit it consistently with the defferenije 
alleged to be always shown to feraali^'by 
civilized nations, so the matter was adjusfed^by 
giving each a country stool, which' being plkiied 
at the feet of the king, on either knee' a ^een 
rested her arm, or sometimes reclined her hfead. 
The king was dressed in a yellow flowing 
Mandingo robe, having a large' sword sftbifg 



TWELVE MONTHS ON THE GAMHIA. 



105 



bom tiB shoulder, which he carried in hie 
.hand ; on his head he wore a comically shaped 
straw hat, terminating in a sharp point, and 
covered, as was nearly his entiie dress with the 
"Gria-Gria," charms which would, according 
to his theory, protect him in every danger; 
the " Gris-Gris" of the Maudingo consists of 
little bits of paper having upon them passages 
firom the Koran, sewed up in small leather 
cases not more than an inch long, and less in 
breadth, and with tliese covering a Mandingo, 
he wiU fearlessly expose himself to any danger, 
never taking the trouble to account for the 
death of any one, so overwhelmed with pro- 
,tection. 

, I The , conference was opened by the usual 
j^orancies of &iendship and gratification, felt 
on ..either side i the king in a most earnest 
manner expressing his hope that the governor 
would live long to rule Banyouli, than which 
hardly anything could have been more in- 
sincere, for a governor's life is nothing when 
compared to the amount of presents which 
would he given by another succeeding him ; in 
ihort, during the whole interview, liis majesty 
scctned , pre-occupicd, whether incommoded 
.with, the unaccustomed Luxury of an easy chair, 
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Avhether attracted by the endoarments of his 
two queens^ or what was more likely^ absorbed 
in visions of blue hafb^ goapowder^ and to- 
bacco, certain it is that the king seemed 
satisfied with the duration of the oonfereoee, 
very shoitly after the excitement oecaaioned 
by its novelty had passed away; a feeliog 
which was seized upon by the governor to 
break it np^ when all the detail of the first 
meeting having been repeated, the: king of 
Barra retired, and in a short time afterwards 
was seen in the streets with his ^^ heaid mea'' 
carrying the presents he had received to the 
canoes, which were in waiting to convey him 
to his own territory across the Kiner* 

Governing the African ehieie aa.we do by 
moral superiority^ ..unsupported by -any ade* 
quate means of force, it would have been 
better if they had been kept at; a greater: dLis- 
tance; they should have been led to. look 
upon the governor as a being beyond compre- 
hension to offend whom would have been to -court 
their own destruction ; but by abandoning this 
course it is now necessary to purchase their ideas 
of our superiority by resorting to the practice of 
presents, a system which should never have been 
introduced, for it generally creates a jealousy 
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among thechie&^and more frequently disappoints 
than satisfies the receiver, and in the conferences 
attending their affairs, the governor is sometimes 
drawn ^to a position, which in the view of the 
savage chief tssnds to lower him in estimation, 
as it is, the only thing to be done is to keep 
them in good humour, and live upon friendly, 
if not intimate terms with them. 
' A few: days after the visit of the king of 
Barra, another of the same kind was made by 
the king of Combo, a chief whose territory on 
the south ^* marches '^ with that of England ; 
besides which the convalescent station stands 
upon his territory, of which he is aware^ and 
has not unfrequently expressed himself in 
uncomfortable terms respecting that place ; he 
looks upon it as an encroachment, therefore it 
was mecessary to keep him in good humour 
until a negotiation could be set forward with 
reference to the cession, of the sovereignty 
of a certain' portion of his pos9e6si<ms in that 
direction. During the Tisit/ this subject was 
opdned to him, and that on a subsequent day, 
a meetiiig' should take place at Laming, a 
place where a number of " liberated Africans " 
have been located to make bricks, under 
circumstances of oppressive labour ; his majesty 
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like bis brother of Barra, 'w^aB.Beeti ra.:1 
eKcning travelling boroeWard with, somen 
his presents under his a.rm. 

Her majesty's birthday -was celebr»ted;ShiB|8 
ilay because tiu* day upon -whicli it f^ wb^I 
Sumjay. At daylight every veesel in the 
»icboiage displayed all the flags they posseeted. 
and the EolU, a small brig of vrax, had ber» 
flying fioiu one end to the other of the shi]! jr J 
several American vessels wurc lying in thol 
harbour, and tliese prominently contributed t« i 
the gaiety of the «ceae > : at nooa thetroops 
were reviewed, and a royal salute firod &010 
the field pieces on the parade ground ; some 1 
M^dingoB from IJarra came over to see thai 
proceedings; the companies of the 3rd West ^ 
India Hegiment supported by a hundred of iha 
royal Gambia militia, the latter dresEed in 
neatly, vhile jackets, white forage caps, the 
tint h&ving. a. red coJlar and ciiifs l^e latter a J 
red band, made a Very respectable appearance'! I 
tJyt;PuUtia had been carefully organized, and * 
ilBiph-care had been bestowed opon the cuTrps 
bjyfits iieuienant-coloiielj Mr, Lluyd, a merchant 
of Batliiirst. A short time after the review had 
ended, the governor observed tliat the whole of 
the ^mei'ican vessels had hauled down the 
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EnlgUsh dag wluch before had been fiying ftt 
thfiir-Beveral mastlieads ; and a& at this period 
the question of the trial of aii Eoglighman was 
psading for tlie destnictioii of the (Juroline, an 
Ajnerlcan steam vessel on lake Oataiio, and had 
created much sensation in England as well as 
in America, it was supposed that the sudden 
wititdrawal of tlie English flag was connected 
vitlt< that event. Oa soch occaBioss as the' 
eelebration c^ the birthday, it is customary ttr 
JBvite rather numerously to the dinner table ot 
the govearnment house, and consequently the 
captains of all the American shipa were 
included, amounting to seven, and all had very 
readily accepted ; satisfied that something had 
gan6' "wTOBg, the governor sent to request the 
seiiior' captain would come to the government 
house to speak to him ; he came immediately 
add the' question' touching the disappearance of 
the flag wa.s put to him in a conrteouB manner J 
when be replied, by asking the governor to look 
at theBritish brig of war, and see if the American 
ensign was flying on boaitl her now, as it had 
been in the morning — the thing was true 
enough' — it had been hauled down — " I think," 
aaid the governor, " that I can satisfy you as to 
that iact, and show you how your Sag is 
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estimated^ '^ then taking him iikto th^ larg^ 
room where the dinner table was liaidi out, he 
shewed him displayed above it^ the EngKfeh 
flag with the French on one side, and the 
American on the other — this instantly aoatisfieid 
the American captain, who not <mly called 'his 
brother captains together to explain the affair, 
but they all re-hoisted, and saluted the English 
flag upon its reappearance at their respective 
mastheads, which salute was readily returned 
by the Rolla; the fact was, that the only 
American flag in the colony, was that belongs 
ing to the RoUa, and at the governor's request 
it had been hauled down, that it might be 
placed in conjunction with the other two oV6l* 
the table, never dreaming that the thing would 
attract any attention ; but the American is ever 
attentive to his honor and interests in a 
national point of view, equally as in other 
matters, and he has a government which is ever 
prepared to give him fair protection. 

The dinner passed oflF very unlike the gene- 
rality of such dinners in this part of Africa— 
a few public toasts were drank, such as belonged 
to the occasion^ — and by half-past ten the party 
had separated. 

On the 30th of May the "griotes'' made 
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theiir appearance again^ and having got well 
into the mid^t of \\iQfite^ a party of constables 
seiKed them and their instruments j the next 
4^7 1>eing.3unday^ they passed it in jail^ and on 
Moidday ^ey were fined^ or imprisoned for a 
period in default of payment, and their musi* 
cal instruments^ such as they are, enrich an 
English museum; this entirely removed £rom 
the colony the griote nuisance during the rule 
of the gov^tmipr. It may be laid down as a 
cqle thai thie African will never give up a 
h^bity offeiQidive iMB it, may be» by the influence 
of kind admonition^ or cYeu a threat; he will 
only submit when ;» ipimisbment has been 
inflicted^ his instinct, rather : than his reason 
90em8 tQ; guide him> theXroomen only may be 
ajlowed $m»^ w, le^sceptiom ; . » 

On the Ut of June, ther^ was a slight 
tornado— this was the first rain that has Mien 
fef eight months, . , 

Shortly after this a message came from the 
king of Combo> 9^ing that that chief would 
meet the governor .4t Laming, upon any day 
tbe. latter would name ; one was accordin^y 
appointed^ and which having arrived, the boats 
were in preparation early in the morning to 
convey the governor and a small suite to the 
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landing place at Laming. It lias already been 
mentioned that at Laming a party of the 
" libcralcd Africans " had been located by a . 
former governor for tlic purpose of learning thel 
art of making bricks, the soil of that place ^ 
being thought adapted for that manufacture; 
therefore the visit of this day served the double 
end of examining the location, and negotiating 
with Combo. 
, At ^n eady hour in the morning the gqvenio| 
embarked, attended by the secretary and e 
military officers, in two boats usually kept for 
such purposes ; it was a lovely morning, the 
atmosphere having been cleared and cooled by 
a recent tornado, or thunder storm, the sun 
rose over the distant forests in brilliancy but 
with reduced fervour, and the rain had given 
a vivid freshness to tte surrounding vegeta- 
tion ; as the boats pushed oS from the beach 
a light breeze favoured them, and filling the 
large sails, the boats glided gracefully through 
the smooth water, untroubled but by the|f i 
keels; the course laid through a wide inden- f 
tation of the land, studded with small green 1 
islands, gradually diminishing until it was 
reduced into a creek, which wound through 
the low mangrove brushwood, that has 
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ijeeded to the higher growth long since 
aestroyed, if ' it ever ' existed. Througf thSi 
navigation the boats were silently passing, 
flom^mes brushing the ihicli foliage of the 
mangrove feathering to the edge of tlie watelf, 
then again opening into a wide lakff, ' or 
threading their way through numerous islaild 
passages ; but there was a sullen alloy mingled 
with this lovely scenery— the mangrove sWamp 
beaiitiful as ft' was while' coffljiletely hidden 
■firom ^ht/by the'liixuri^ni foliagfe above it, 
11^' wil -ffi'e fertile source' of the atesided 
feyeK; me" 'atniospiiere Which floated ttboVe it 
was l()ii3ea^witli ihe' seeds of ' death,' dalm aiid 
fevely "as 'j^t 'aff now appeared j' *'tJie Kroomen 
m the iioats seemed inspi^dj'alid' their song 
enuf^nedf the stilliieM 'of tlie pla^e^ than ^<Hblch 
nofS^g ,'^^^''be ifeore; silent, "^ for ntJ ^lirnah 
Deing, 'or '^lufnalj' hek^er fhai^ a kmiAl bird, 
ranSri^'the'inildqfthelbvra^gttfvy s^inp, 
TOfS^'toii 'iixwe fiom &e'tide"« Wery' k^e 
Bowing pike iti " ' "'' '■ ' ' '"' 

'' H^vib'g 'rdii ' aU^t nine mflffi f hrdtigli' this 
3*2Serjr';'iuda^ly' ein'erging 'ft6m' tt, ^ti'lJiIls 
<Sf"C<{ftiba -^ftse tJgli* £tnd bliirf bti 3ie dl^eant 
^Mdi'^pmHk'; and the '^diijg place*'at La- 
Aliig'^i^^'in st^t liftt 'iiiore ^tl^i "half a mile 
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off^ to which the boats were steered^ and in a 
few minutes the party were all landed, and 
the Kroomen engaged in securing the boats. 

A tract of land had been given by the late 
king of Combo to the British government, at 
the instigation of the late governor Bendall, 
a gentleman whom, in his anxiety to advaiac6 
the interests of the Gambia settlements. Ideated^ 
a large number of the liberated A&icans at this 
place, proposing to institute an agricultaral and 
manufacturing department ; the first would em^ 
brace all tropical produce, the latter brick' 
making. In imagination, nothing could be 
more beautiful than this scheme ; in execution, 
nothing more impracticably profitaHe. Whjit'-. 
ever might be the congeniality of the soil, 
with reference to the proposed objects, it is 
very certain that the nature of the negro 
rebelled against this application of his energies^ 
whatever they might be ; and it was soon found 
that no comparative benefit could be obtained 
from the cultivation of the soil, and that part 
of the scheme was abandoned; the brick 
making was continued up to the period of 
the present visit. 

In order to give the governor a thorough in-^ 
sight into the brick manufactory, the men were 
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put to work^ upon the appearance of the boats^ 
and when he arrived at Laming^ a small village 
standiajLg upon a gentle rise firom the landing 
place^ the whole was in operation ; the negroes 
were told off in gangs, and about fifty or sixty 
very miserable looking negroes, as well they 
might be under such a system, were engaged 
in trampling in eream coloured mud, which 
at each step rose over their ancles ; the feet 
were moved to a song composed for the occa*> 
sioD, clapping their hand» and lifting their 
feet alternately in time to it. How music or 
poetry, if the sounds and words could be 
classed under such heads, ever contrived to 
get into such a place, is beyond comprehen- 
sion; and if such appearance of squalid 
wretchedness and discontent was the result 
of the treatment, it ought long before to have 
been, given up ; here were men professed to 
be Africans liberated from slavery, now ac- 
tually forced to prepare clay, and make bricks, 
to be sold in Bathurst, on account of the 
government and to be used for colonial pur- 
poses, not one farthing of which ever went 
into the hands of the manufacturing labourer, 
yet they were termed ** liberated Africans !" 
the work of the sugar plantation could not 
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have been more liarrasBing, ot more compli 
slavery ; after tlie work had ceased for tl 
day tlie negroes were shut up in a yard, ft 
and kept ready for the next day. Having 
fijUy informed himself upon these matters, the 
liberated African department was broken up, 
by the governor's orders, as that at Mac Carthy's 
island had also been ; the fact was, no liberated 
Africans should ever have been sent to thSi 
Gambia, for there is no position upon whi^. 
they can be located ; and if let loose in tl 
town they will not labor, but in the avocj 
of paupers and thieves. It is true that 
writer of some celebrity in colonial offices has 
represented the island upon which Bathurst 
stands, as highly capable of cultivation, and 
that if drained, the mangrove swamp would 
be found to be a rich alluvial sod ; with reference 
to the first observation, all that there is of the 
island out of the swamp is literally nothing biit 
Band of the sea shore, as far as it has bfen 
penetrated by grave digging and well-making, 
BS sis or seven feet water is uniformly founds 
slightly brackish : and regarding the second, 
to drain the swamp would be to direct the 
tide in its course, for that supplies the water 
to be drained off, and not the mere periodica 
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iM3is. It would ha.ve been more sensible to 
have proposed the formation of a dyke to 
suiToand the ifiland, if indeed there could have 
been any sense at all in either proposition. 

The approach of Combo was expected, 
and the governor havmg fuUy satiBfied hitn- 
gelf of the merits of the Laming establishmeitt 
withdrew to the hut appointed for the inter- 
iriew with Combo; in the course of half an 
hour firing, and the eound of drums was heard 
in the direction of the town from which he 
would come, and after an interval, the firing 
and drums renewed their warning, and the 
leading men of the proceeeion were entering 
the village of Laming, if a few scattered and 
miserable mud huts deserved such a designa- 
tionj about twenty or thirty having passed by, 
Combo himself appeared, surrounded by ten 
or twelve of the "headmen" of his country, 
with all of whom the chief is supposed to con- 
suit upon matters oi state importance ; after 
this group had passed about, another body of 
men followed ; they all bad muskets, or speara, 
the former being incessantly fired. 

Combo moved with more than aullen 
solemnity, and apparent caution, a^ he walked 
by the hut, and the governor supposing that 
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he had mistaken the rendezvous^ sent out 
the interpreter to put him right ; the interpre- 
ter however, was repelled with some approach 
to rudeness, Combo intimating, that it was 
not consistent with his state, and digtiity, 
to come direct to the governor, but that 
first of all, he must •'show himself to the 
land," as his words were interpreted ; so with 
a now blazing sun over his head, he strode 
about the village, and winding among the huts, 
astonished the liberated Africans, who that mor- 
ning certainly were in the enjoyment of the term, 
and were doing their utmost to pass the day in 
sleep ; but alas ! Combo, *' hath murdered 
sleep," with his confounded pomp of firing and 
drumming, thought the reclining negro. 

After having circled round the appointed 
hut, in a manner not very unlike that of a 
sulky dog, "v^ho, before he lies down, performs 
half a dozen revolutions. Combo at last came 
direct for the door, and entering, without 
showing the slightest mark of courtesy, to 
the governor, or those who were already 
seated, threw himself upon a bench, which 
had been placed on one side of the table, 
and then leaning back against the wall, seemed 
to regard every one with extreme dissatis&c- 
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tion, if not anger; what had ruffled the 
temper of Combo^ no one could devise^ 
though all obseryed it. 

Considering that this chief was but acting 
a part, with the hope of gaining more for 
the desired sovereignty of Baccow, than by 
Other carriage he would obtain, the governor 
was predetermined to show himself neither 
annoyed nor embarrassed by a display of 
.dignity which sat so awkwardly upon Combo, 
and therefore, without apparently noticing 
the manner assumed by that chief, expressed 
generally, the pleasure that he derived from 
this meeting, hinting at the same time, that 
it was equally agreeable to the king of 
Combo. 

The king was a huge, fat man, owning 
a very unprepossessing countenance, and ex- 
tremely dirty. His dress was the flowing 
robe of the country, and on his head, was a 
huge straw hat, something like a bee-hive, 
with a brim to it. In reply to the friendly 
salutation of the governor, his majesty deigned 
only to utter a heavy prolonged growl, as if he 
was mentally repeating something that he 
almost feared to put into language; but he 
finished by starting up, and peremptorily 



120 JOURNAL OP AN EX-OOVKRKO: 



demanding for what purpose the ■ governor 
had sent &r him ? the governor replied, that 
the question to be discussed, had alreadyui 
been arranged with the king of Combo, 
that he was now ready to negotiate for thai 
cesaion of a cert<un portion of that chiefs 
territory to the British crown. 

Combo became furious, altogether his gestural 
rather resembled that which was describee 
to be the movement of the mad elephant 
he rolled from side to aide, growling inter-'* 
nallf in fury, which appeared ready to burst 
forth, but relieved himself by loudly calling 
out, that " he did not come to play, " and 
that he " would soou have Laming back 
from the white men," he then demanded 
"What have yoti brought to give me?" 

Upon seeing the tone, and temper. 
Combo, the governor rose up, and with ! 
calm firmness, informed the king of Combo, 
that he was at Laming by ai^reement, to 
negotiate upon a certain subject, that he had 
brought nothing to give the king, but that 
the king well knew, that whatever was agreed 
to be given, for the cession of the territory 
in question, would be faithfully conveyed to 
bim. Then the governor said, that he did 
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npt: fzpeet from such, a chief as the king 
o|. CombOi conduct^ at once unbecoming^ 
unfiieiuily^ without a reason^ and insolent-— 
toconduot of this kind, he would not sub- 
nul^ and .therefore, that he would now 
break up the conference, and that until Combo 
sent an ample apology, all communication with 
his country should be stopped ; and said the 
governor striking the table with the scabbard of 
his aword, ^'^you threaten to stop the trade with 
me^ I will stop, it first, and show you I am 
caceless of the trade of the Combo country, 
bul; you shall pay double for your muskets 
gitapoWder, |tnd other things, because you will 
now only obtain them through the hands of 
oth^r tribes and not direct from the English :" 
the goteraor then gave orders to return to the 
boats^-: ^':.■- 

:A1L thisi time jCombo regarded the goyernor 
witkjilook of the most dtopid anger imagina- 
ble:; but the observations had taken effect upon 
his>f^;headmen,^ who were interested in trading 
miitersj.'they interpoised their* good offices, but 
CbiBba r^>elled their advances, and rose to 
leave tlie' hot which the gorernor had already 
left, when one of the leading people about 
Conibo^ ran' after the retiring party^ saying that 
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he desired to eee the governor ; an interview 
where they both stood was allowed without 
hesitation, when this authority mildly entreated 
the governor not to be angry, but to let the 
trade go on as before, for the king of Combo 
would soon think better of the matter. 

This the governor refused to do ; he had de- 
clared that he would have an apology from the 
king; he was justified in that course, and com- 
nmnication with Combo should cease until it 
came ; beyond which the governor now also 
insisted upon its being accompanied by the 
terms upon which the territory of Baccow 
would be coded by the king. 

This was all done with a kindness of carriage 
towards the self appointed envoy, who then as 
a last method of ensuring a good will, if not a 
full pardon, said, " that the king of Combo did 
not know what he was about, because he had 
taken before he left his town a great deal of 
lum;" that in point of fact his majesty had 
arrived at the appointed place of meeting Yery 
drunk. Notwithstanding this ground of excul- 
pation, the governor did not relax his expressed 
resolution, well knowing the effect it would 
necessarily have upon the Combo people and 
thi'Ough them upon the king bimsell'; he woul 
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be forced to yield to them, not because they 
aftight ckittour, but because their ckmour 
^iroiild have a jiist foundation ; so separating in 
a very friendly manner, the envoy joined the 
'tanks of has chief, and the governor taking to 
the boats {»x>ceeded again back to Batlmrst» 
baviitg at least performed i>ne good act in 
^ibolidiing the Laming brick manufactory. 

Some horses had been sent by the king of 
Barra this day, June 6fli, to Fort Bnllen for 
sale 5 the governor i^^ith a few military friends 

- %ent OY&: %o look at them ; they were miserably 

- long legged creatures ^th very sore backs, the 
consequence of wearing a Mandiitgo saddle ; 
either the king of Barra must have been a very 
poor judge of horseflesh, or he had no good 
koines, or he thought the white men knew 
nothing about horses ; none were purchased of 
the seven sent for examination ; at the door of 
a dog fcennel only would they have been sale- 
able. In the mean time the commander of 
Mac Carthy's Island and his lady had arrived 
at Bathurst, leave of absence having been given 
to him. 

The £i880ciations of the respective classes of 
the colony had assumed, at least so far as the 
^governor felt them, an extremely^ pleasing 
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aspect ; ■when entering upon the administration 
of the goTernment he had found it necessary to 
repel the advances of an official whose chief 
occupation about the government house in 
former times, had been that of talebearer; 
upon an occasion when this person had dis- 
obeyed some directions respecting buildings at 
Mac Caithy's Island, the governor gave him 
peremptory orders to return to that island and 
complete them, observing at the same time that 
the office of tale-bearer was abolished, which 
it was, and remained so. The result of this 
was to produce a kindly feeling of confidence 
and respect amongst all parties : whomsoever 
the governor might see in his room, no one 
attached ta the visit any undue character ; par- 
ties and excursions were made up, and attended 
alike by the official, military, and merchant ; in 
the evening often from five to ten gentlemen 
would meet in the court of the government 
house to accompany the governor in his ride 
during the cooler hours of the day, and fre- 
quently in the evening often many would, with 
the European ladies assemble to pass it at the 
government house, where a round game, or 
some such minor amusements seemed to cheer 
the dismal prospect of the rains, or the more 
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tnelaiicli^y consequences of the ^' drying up 
iseason ;'' it has heen remarked that heretofore it 
had not been the custom to invite any but 
the gendemen to the table of the government, 
hoiise ; this probably arose from the species of 
alliance into which a former governor had en- 
tered and the immediate predecessor of the 
present chief, had suffered too much in health 
to permit of his engaging much in society at 
his own residence, much less elsewhere ; qow 
however no party dined at the governor's table 
without being enlivened by the smile and voice 
of woman, for diere were not only European 
ladies, but natives who were married most re- 
spectably in the colony; and one there was of 
the first whose loveliness might indeed have 
well decorated some higher place than that of 
&e government house upon the Gambia. The 
iddiiig parties in the two cool hours of the 
evening were extremely delightful ; merrily 
leaving the government house about half-past 
four, taking the sea beach if the tide was suffi- 
dently out, otherwise the inland road, cantering 
to the ferry, or as it was more generally called 
the " oyster creek,^' sometimes racing an 
ostrich, sometimes shooting partridges from the 
horse's back, often riding by moonlight, and 
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tketi changing the dreas all re -assembled, aa 
already said, to have some evening tefreBhment 
at the government houee ; this was alt enjoyable 
and compensated for a residence in western 
Africa, productive at tlie same time of a system 
of harmony which had the most beneficial ioi 
tluence upon the society; it must be remarket 
that the governor liimaelf never accepted invitaw 
tions to dinner, excepting it happened that the 
military, or some one of the leading officials 
had an especial cause for giving a party. 

Independent of the European, there is an ex>l 
tiemely respectable native society at Bathurstjl 
many of whom held the situation of ntagiatrate, 
and others some of those offices more especially 
Buited to a native ; they were received at the 
table of the government house, and nothing 
could exceed the propriety of their conduct, 
although it might not have the tinsel finish of 
fashion and foppery about it ; one of these, 
Mr. Pignard, who held a situation in the 
liberated African department, was a man ofj 
peculiarly good judgment and manner ; blac 
he certainly was, but coEscientious and trusW 
worthy as any being in the colony ; he wM 
frequently the companion of the governor i 
his rides about the island, being a person po« 
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sessing much valuable information relating to 
Africa^ and great judgment in conciliating tke 
chiefs of the surrounding territory. There was 
no system of exclusion ooi account of the colour 
of the man, his respectability of charajcter gave 
him preference ; nor was this course felt to be 
o&erwise than perfectly just by the Europeans 
of the settlement. 
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CHAPTER XL 

TRADINQ SYSTEM OF THS QAKBIA. — FRENOH 
STEAMER ON THE SENEQAL.-^THE COLONIAL MEB^ 
CHANT TREATED AS A FOREIQNEB. — STRIPPED 
OF ONE OF HIS BEST PRIYILEQES. — DEPENDENT 
ON SIERRA LEONE. — SEPARATED. — STATUTES 
AND TURNPIKE GATES. — EXPERIMENT IN HY- 
DRAULICS. — KINGS OF COMBO AND BARRA SEND 
MESSENGERS. — " SWEET MOUTH** — THE '^JAL- 
OFF" — MILITIA — AN ADDRESS; AND DILEMMA. 
THE RAINS. — COUNTRY EXCURSIONS — ONE TOO 
MANY IN THE PARTY.— COMMANDANT OUT MAN- 
(EUVRED. — MARGABON AND A PRESENT. 

The system of the trade in the Gambia was 
a matter of minute consideration with the 
governor, and a relation of the manner in 
which it is carried on may be of interest. 
Independently of the obstacles raised by the 
climate, there are others which the British 
merchant is called upon to contend with, and 
none of a more serious description can well be 
presented; along the banks of this river 
(speaking as it was in 1840) there are no less 
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than twenty-three trading towns at which the 
resident merchants have factories, varying 
according to the amount of the population of 
the places, or of the native produce which may 
be brought to them respectively ; these factories 
are given to the care of the most competent 
person that can be found, who generally is 
from necessity, an uninitiated European, or a 
native brought up in the employ. 

The goods are conveyed about the river in 
vessels measuring from five to eighty tons ; to 
each of which is attached a large canoe, or 
boat, proper for the purposes of towing in 
calms, and of entering the shallow creeks which 
penetrate far through the mangrove swamp 
into the interior, and thus conveying there by 
channels of the most noisome description a 
lairge amount of British manufactures, which 
otherwise must be conveyed to the same places 
by a long overland journey ; although Euro- 
peans are employed upon this destructive 
service, yet they are seldom proof against the 
poisonous nature of the atmosphere in which 
they have to operate ; the goods may thus, and 
frequently probably are, left exposed in the 
muddy creek for a long period, because the 
energy of the European no longer stimulates 

G 5 
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the African, or what is even worse, the black 
sailor of Portuguese extraction, who without 
ally exception is the most incorrigible variety of 
the negro ; he has the vices of the one blood, 
uombined with tlie indolence of the other in the 
fullest poesible development. 

This system of trading in the river is ( 
tremely expensive to the resident merchanM 
t'lom the tardiness under which the vess^ 
moves from place to place ; or from the loa 
occasioned by death, or negligence, the resul 
in either case is an unpleasing allernative- 
either an extremely slow return, or none at all. ' 
If it is asked, why do not the merchants superin- 
tend I heir river factories, the answer is manil'est 
even to one not conversant with mutters of 
trade — namely he cannot be in two plat 
the same time —the town of Bathurst, and tli»l 
river factory — and there are not partners here,' ' 
as in England and in other places there are, 
who can he detached to overlook their outlying 
dcpdfa. It has been the ci:ise that in conse- 
quence of tile drunkenness of the person^ I 
charged with tlie care of the factory, and ths * 
Bicesaes of which he has then been guilty, 
the chief at whose town he is established has 
been roused lo fury, a state of mind very soon 



TWELVE MONTHS C 



.. 131 



h 

^ 



conveyed to his people, and the consequence Is, 
that a rush to the factory, which is but a mud 
hut of a couveuietit size, takes place, an indis- 
criminate seizure of the property follows, the 
drunken chargi has been found chained to it 
post, and the inhabitants, maddened by indul- 
gence in the rum, have been seen wildly flying 
about the town, fantastically dressed in the 
plundered merchandize, exulting in the muskets 
they have stolen, and firing them off loaded 
with the gunpowder acquired in the same 
manner. 

A complaint is lodged by the merchant 
before the governor, but even if the chief had 
been the aggressor, as generally he has not, 
he would be inacceGsible at the end of his creek, 
and no persuasion could get him to move out 
of his stronghold, where instinct alone would 
tell him he was quite secure. To a threat he 
would not ti'ouble himself to reply; if in the 
town of Bathurst any of his people should be 
seized, and held as hostages for compensation, 
he does not care a jot abtrut their fate — and he 
is too petty to be alarmed by a threat of 
reader ing him obnoxious to hts people by 
stopping the trade — a remonstrance ia the 
course left, to this he replies by inviting a 
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re*cstablishment of the factory, and appointing 
a man who will not get drunk to conduct it ; 
sensible advice enough, and juBt what the 
merchants would do, if they had it^ at all times, 
in their power. - . • 

However these minor chiefs are not slow 
in seeing that trade, at any hazard, is the great 
object of the European, and therefore upon 
every occasion calling for a ^'palaver/' they 
always expect to receive presents, which is> in 
% fact, the sole reason for agreeing to the 
** palaver," or negotiation, and may be said to 
be in all cases a ratification of the terms of 
adjustment. 

Independently of these losses brought about 
by dissolute habits, cases of heavy peculation 
have been laid before the magistrates of the 
settlement of Bathurst for examination, and the 
delinquency but too clearly proved ; a course 
which although it may shew the cause, cannot 
in a compensating sense, remove the effect. 

At this period (1840) there was not, nor ever 
had been a government steamer stationed upon 
the Gambia; the necessity, and advantage of 
one was strongly urged, and it has been tardily 
complied with. The French on the contrary 
long before had a steamer of war attached to 
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their colony upon the Senegal; she was a vessel 
of light draft of water^ mounting one or two 
light brass pivot guns^ and kept up a continual 
commimication between Senegal^ and the fort 
St. Joseph situated from three to four hundred 
miles inland; the consequence of which was 
and is^.that none of the petty plunderings, asxd 
large attendant expenses to which the British 
merchant is exposed, seldom if ever took place 
upon the Sen^aL 

In point of fact, the English merchant in 
the colonies, must work out his profit, and 
livdihood, just as he best can. He must 
look to his own government, neither for as- 
8istanc^> nor for protection, he is treated as 
ft &nreigner, excepting, that unlike a foreigner, 
for the expenditure of the revenue, gained 
by his exertions, and enterprise, he is obliged 
to have the sanction of an office in England, 
which, muffled in a pompous, and sullen 
conviction of its knowledge, without a man 
of colonial experience within its walls, abso- 
lutely spurns the representations of practical 
men, whenever it clashes with its own absurd- 
ities, or trickery, which it almost uniformly 
does. 

Unhappily, the settlements upon the Gambia 
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were made a dependency of Sierra Leone, an 
alliance vliicb has been severed by the lepre- 
aentatioiis made by the governor, at the time 
of which this joijinal treats. To illnatrate 
this position of the colony, with reference to 
this relationship, it will only be necessary to 
mention tlie following occurrence. As the 
settlements were dependent upon the govern^ 
ment and council of Sierra Leone for its li 
it became necessary to write for a copy t 
the " Acts of the governor and council, ' 
that colony, none ever having been supplied, 
the reply was, " that they were out of print," 
and could not be forwarded; this, to say, the 
beat of it, was a sti-ange position, and placed 
the colony in ignorance, as to the loyalty of 
most of its proceedinge, since none knew ini 
it, and the proper autliorities would not tell, I 
what were the laws in existence, for the i 
gulation of the people of these colonies. The 
strong representations of the governor upon 
both the question of a steamer, and separation, 
hcbd the intended effect, and subsequent 
governors reaped the benefit ; the revenue 
having increased full fourfold, within four or 
five years after both had been carried into 
execution. 
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Some laughable things occasionally occurred 
touching the law, for after having applied for 
a copy of the "acts of thti governor and 
council," it appeared, that highly deliberative' 
body, became awakened to the knowledge of 
the dependency of the Gambia upon it, and 
an occasional "act" would sometimes straggle 
up to the scltlementB ; but these were found 
to be almost always in some way or other, 
inapplicable, and therefore quite useless, pretty 
much as the statutes relating to turnpike gates 
were, which very humourously, and with much 
discrimination were playfully sent by Lord 
Grey to Baibadoes, and other West Indian 
colomea, where turnpike gales are about as 
frequent as snow stoiins — however, in each 
instance, it was considerate. 

The year before the governor had arrived 
in the colony, had been remarkable for it» 
severe sickness, carrying off the former go- 
vernor. Major Mackie, and many of the 
iuhabitants, with more than usual liberality. 
Whatever might have been the natural causes 
of llie increased contribution to the grave-yard, 
there can be no doubt of the stupidity of the 
cietk of the works of that time, having worked 
as an active ausiliarv. 
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The beet houses of Bathurst^ stand upo^ 
the elevated sand which forms the beach, they 
may possibly be ten feet above the level of 
the sea ; the ground, then, with a very gentle 
inclination, falls, till it terminates in the man- 
grove swamp, some little distance in the rear, 
which is periodically covered with the tide. 
An effective drain had been planned, and 
executed, by a very competent judge in such 
matters, during the time of governor Eendall, 
and a dyke had been raised, by which the 
tide was prevented from approaching, indeed, 
as it often had done before, overflowing the 
streets; in this dyk^, a flood-gate had also 
been placed, which was closed when the tide 
was at half flood, thus preventing its ingress, 
and during the rains, the water having been 
conducted by branch drains, to the main 
channel, it was forced to run off, by raising 
the flood-gate, at the time of the ebb tide. 
All this arrangement was the result certainly 
of no conjuring, or very deep calculation, but 
the clerk of the works, who, unhappily, for- 
the community, had attained a fatal ascendancy 
in matters involving the science of an engineer, 
with great naivete he advised the system of 
the draining to be reversed, that is, that the 
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watet-, which had very willingly heretofore, 
nm down hill, should now be made to rnn 
up hill J it was one of those experiments in 
natural laws, which have characterised, in 
policy, the measured of a party, entrusted with 
the conduct of matters of more immediate 
cbtisequence to the existence of a nation ; he, 
and those politicians have tried to make water 
mn up hill; he died of it, — and the others 
will soon be overwhelmed by it. 

The advice was taken, the flood gate was 
disused, the outlet at the opposite side of the 
island invitingly yawned, and the rains fell 
in' a liiost gratifying deluge, the water rose 
beautifully to the depth of three feet, in some 
of the streets, and the canoes plied thereon, 
with much advantage to the owners; nisver- 
theless, the subtle element, would in a most 
persevering manner, continue its natural low 
habits, and work its way to the flood gate, 
which now could not be opened; the conse- 
quence of this was, that while the sea presented 
a fine expanse of salt water, before the town 
of Bathurst, those inhabitants whose residences 
did not command a view of it, nevertheless, 
could contemplate with enjoyment, the expanse 
of fresh water which was spread behind, and 




which obstinately reiiiBing to run upwards 
the outlet of the clerk of the works, wu 
condemned to be evapoiated by the 
the rains ceased ,- this recusant temper, loBg 
retarded the completion of the " drying up " 
period, and in revenge, carried off with ill 
exhalations, the governor, and an unusual 
number of the inhabitants. 

A change of men biought a return to the 
original eystem, which had for a long period 
been found highly beneficial to the health c£ 
the settlement, and after having tasted tfae 
bitterness of a departure from it, they now, 
at a great expense, returned to the measures 
under which hitherto they had found the 
blessings of proteotiotj against inundation and 
its withering consequences. 

The governor's decision with reference to 
suspending the trade with Combo appeared to 
be taking effect ; this morning, the 9th oi June, 
some men came over from that country, pre- 
senting themselves as a deputation, but bore 
with them no authority for assuming that 
character ; they said the people of the King's 
Town had sent them to ask for " the road to be 
opened" again, or in other words to allow the 
trade to go on ; from this it was manifest, that 
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tlie chief, lilce all timid and time-serving men, 
whatever may be their station in life, but 
tenacious of emolument, would soon be forced 
" by the pressure from without," to accommo- 
date himself to the views and demands of the 
governor : as however these men hiid nothing 
ta eiiBri that they were a bona fide deputation, 
they were informed tiat the governor could 
not see theui unless attended by a messenger 
belonging to the king, and therefore they were 
also directed to leave Bathiu-st and the English 
territory in two hours time, a period which 
"would have allowed tlicm to travel all round it 
if they pleased. 

Hia majesty of Combo was, amongst other 
things, the possessor of a considerable number 
of slaves, who occasionally took a disgust for 
the service of that chief, and uniformly shewed 
a great partiality for Bathurst ; it happened 
that on the letirement of the king from the 
interview at Laming^, he broke out into a more 
than usual ferocity, and apparently because he 
coald get nothing on that day from the gover- 
nor, thought he might as well sacrifice a slave 
or two to his disappoiutment ; the slaves did 
not concur with the king, and made a hasty 
flight from the town, towards the creek seiia- 
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rating Combo from the English settlement; 
they were hody pursued, and only eluded the 
pursuers by hiding and allowing them to pAs6 
on; these made at once for the ferry, wherfe 
finding that no slaves had passed over, they sat 
down to ruminate upon what was next to be 
done; in the meantime, the slaves rose from 
their concealment, and prosecuted their flight ; 
arriving at the ferry they suddenly fronted 
their enemies ! there was no time to hesitate, 
and the slaves instantly dashed into the water, 
swimming towards the English side; their 
pursuers followed as readily, but the slaves 
being unimpeded by any covering whatever, 
while the others had to bear the weight of 
their large mantles, which in their zeal they had 
neglected to throw off, the race was soon deter- 
mined in favor of the slaves, who having gained 
the English territory smoothed the water from 
their oily skins, and then quietly walked into 
Bathurst. 

A messenger from Combo had now arrived 
to claim the slaves, or otherwise, to get mer- 
chandise instead of them ;' and in order to give 
his embassy more weight, a messenger from the 
King of Barra accompanied him. To this latter 
authority the governor gave the most marked 
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attention, but told bim that hy the law of £ng- 
land, no person conld be a slaye when once npon 
Eoglish territory — from that moment he was 
free> and would remain so, as long as he obeyed 
the laws ; if he offended against them, even then 
he would not be made a slave, he could only be 
punished as those laws pointed out ; therefore 
the mediation of the King of Barra must in this 
tam be ine£fectual^ though the goTemor would 
at all times receiye it with the greatest respect 
as coming from a chief of so much power and 
integrity. 

■^ The Barra messenger, a fine, intelligent look- 
ing Mandingo, turned to the interpreter, laugh- 
ed and said something — ** What is it, " said the 
gpyernor— *' he says, " replied the interpreter, 
'^ that the governor have too much sweet-mouth 
about slave palaver " — meaning, in other words 
that he was to understand that the slaves would 
not be given up. As for the messenger of 
Combo, the governor desired him to express 
the astonishment he felt in finding before him 
a messenger from the king of Combo, without 
having an apology from the king for his con- 
duct at Laming ; and although the messenger 
himself would always be respected, yet no reply 
of any kind would be sent back on the subject 
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of the siavea, nor indeed upon any other, until 
the apology was sent ; and then the meEGenger 
was informed, that the governor expected him 
to leave the settlement befoie sunset, a step 
which the unfortunate ambassador hesitated to 
take, though he felt himself to he between two 
fires, but thought that of the governor the least 
dangerous to encoujiter ; however ufter a. time 
he was seen wending his way back to Combo, 
with sad forebodings traced upon his features. 

In the July following the first ati-ocious insult 
to her Majesty, became known to the inhabit- 
ants of the colony ; and as this insult amounted 
to an attempt on the life of the Sovereign, it 
created in the settlements a sensation of the 
deepest horror and indignation ; amongst those 
who formed the population of Bathurst, there 
were many Jaloffs, a tribe situated farther to the 
north, and a very intelligent people ; the men 
are very apt in acquiring the mechanical arts, 
and make industrious ti'adesraen ; the women 
axe a very superior race, beautifully formed 
when young, and varying in shades of com- 
plexion from a polished jet black to a light 
yellowish brown ; allured by the attractions of 
these native girls the French while they held 
Goree and Senegal contracted alliances with 
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: them^ and the result has been an extension of 
the European habits^ feelings, and complexion 

'in the members of this people ; upon these 
colonies having in the course of the war fedlen 

'faitx> the hands of the English, a similar prac- 
tice was pursued by the resident mercantile 

, agents and settlers of that nation, who appeared 

•as innch disposed to submit to the Jaloff charms, 
HI had been their predecessors the French ; 
at the general peace, however, Goree and 
Senegal were restored to their former mas- 
ters, a settlement having been also formed 
upon a spot singularly ill calculated for 
stich an object, at the entrance of the 
Ghunbia, by the English, to which spot nearly 
all the !]^nglish mercantile body situated at the 
French colonies spoken of, withdrew to be 
tinder the flag of their own country, bringing 
with them their Jaloff families ; many of the 
o&prings of these alliances were affectionately 
reared by their parents, some of them receiving 
good education in England, and others marrying 
highly respectable residents amongst the 
English society of the place ; by which means 
feelings and habits of a higher order of civil- 
ized life were inculcated, than is generally 
observable in the communities of Western 
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Africa ; the Jaloff was found actiyely engaged 
in the business of the merchant^ assiduous as 
an emphyk under the government, and indus* 
trious as a tradesman; many of them were 
officers in the corps^ called ^' Boyal Gambia 
Militia^ " and the lieut-colonel of that force : 
was selected by the governor firom thia^ class of: 
the inhabitants ; a force he completely succeedr ' 
ed in bringing into a most creditable state, by: 
his perseverance^ intelligence, and forbearance ; 
he was allowed in every manner to organize the 
corps, and highly to the praise of the society 
it may be said^ that the European willingly 
became the subordinate officer of the colonel 
of Jaloff extraction. 

!From the moment of the governor assuming 
the administration of the affairs, these families 
were received at the table of the government 
house, if their position in the colony allowed of 
such a step ; a course, which while it was only 
fair and just towards the party alluded to, tended 
to cement the bonds of the general harmony 
of the society, and upon the present occasion, 
it burst forth in an ardent demonstration of 
affectionate loyalty, towards their threatened, 
and insulted sovereign. 

In order therefore, to guide this gratifying 
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ebuPidoti^ into the proper channel^ and give 
it the form^ and character to which it was 
entitled^ an address was framed^ and notice 
was ^ven that it would be at the secretary's 
ofEce, during a fortnight^ for signatures^ a 
period which gave the other settlements an op- 
portonity of affixing to it the expressions of 
their sentiments. The whole population of 
Bathurst amounting then but to 5^000^ the names 
of those who were old enough to understand 
the nature of the matter were therefore readily 
subscribed^ and perhaps a more curious as- 
semblage of designations never appeared before 
her: Majesty^ if such things coming from the 
eastern territories are excepted, whose in- 
genuity in the admixture of letters and syllables 
for the construction of a name no prudent 
person wiU contend against. The European 
flourish and scrawl contrasted with stiff lines, 
circles, dots and triangles, of the Mandingo 
Arabic; and the small handwriting of some 
young Jaloff lady, bore a good comparison with 
that of her higher European companion ; but 
unhappily by the time the paper bore upon it 
all the proofs of the loyalty of the Gambian 
settlements, it was almost as dingy in com- 
plexion as were the majority of the inhabitants 

VOL. II. H 
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themselves, and quite unfit for presentation ; this 
was a dilemma from which the colony must be re- 
lieved, or its loyal effusion woiJd, like much eke, 
remain buried 'n-ithtn its precincts. A consul- 
tation was held ovct the soiled and forbidding 
aspect of the roll ; the efficacy of bread, and 
Indian rubber was tried in vain, and in these 
operations some one or other was sure to be 
•offended by the baK erasure of his name, which 
would thus remain for ever unknown to the 
majesty of England, whose august eye would 
only light upon the space once ^ed by " Farra 
Fye," or some such attractive name. 

In this distress the address was brought to 
the government house, and the hopelessness of 
those who had contemplated being nominally 
beneath the sunshine of their sovereign's gaze, 
pitifully set forth ; in order therefore to restore 
tranquillity to the harassed minds of this 
portion of the inhabitants, the governor pro- 
posed that the original address should go home 
in the state it now was, to show that such a 
paper had a real foundation, but that another, 
being an attested copy of its words and names, 
should be neatly -written upon a vellum roll, 
and thus the name of each loyal inhabitant of 
the settlements would appear in clear and ^ 
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«fitt»i characters upon a sheet without spot or 
blemiEh, before the delighted Tiew of the sove- 
reign. This proposition gratified the people 
wiUiout reserve, and it was duly carried into 
,«Sect. 

The rains had now set in ; no one can 
le the appearance of a tropical rain but 
those who have seen either it, or the represent- 
ation of the deluge as it occasionally is disclosed 
to ue through the tnedium of wood cuts, and 
other of the more humble methods of transmit- 
ting the occurrences of ancient times to our 
days ; in these the rain ia made to appear as a 
wall of water, and really this is not very far 
from the appearance of the rain as it is seen 
approaching the position in which the observer 
may be standing ; its slow advance corresponds 
with its wall-Uke face, which seems almost a 
smooth perpendicular plain bo fai- as it can be 
traced, and in this manner it gradually en- 
croaches till, without a drop having before 
feUen, it encloses in one grand sheet the entire 
space, and so continues for hours, and even 
iays together. 

In the midst of this season there is little 

actual sickness, that comee in the " drying up" 

time ; but it often happens that two or three 

H S 
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brilliant days inter vene^ which are seized vipoo 
with avidity by the community for the purpof ^s 
of enjoyment^ and excursiona from the M^« 
grove swamp of BangouU. . ,-. 

It was in one of these respites that $he 
governor received an invitation from the tliF^ 
officers of the company of the 3d West Iii<^ 
regiment^ then stationed at Bachnrst to partaJ^ 
of a breakfast at the barracks, and join a p9^t^ 
proposing to pass the day at the^ com^alescs^ 
station. The appointed morbing vras loyely^ v^ 
brilliant son v(^as tempered by a fresh sea breese, 
and every heart was lightened by this release 
from the gloom of the period which for sp^n^ 
days before had been devoted, to rain ; a capita 
breakfast awaited the party, which having b^iea^ 
treated with a warm welcome, some ten oi; a 
dozen hors^ were brought into the barrack 
yard> a few of them being destined to beajf.the 
gentle pressure of some fair equestrian; al- 
ready three side saddles had appeared, and the 
party were about to mount ; each habited £air 
one had her hand upon the saddle^ and j^ex 
foot upon the submissive hand of her esquire, 
and lightly springing upwards, was adroitly 
placed upon the seat ; at this instant a chesnut 
horse, the best in the colony, and anywhere a 
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showy well bred aDimal, came neighing, and 
capering into tiie aEscTDlilage, bearing also a 
side saddle, and led by a groom of the military 
commandant's establish ment. 

The commandant hit his lips, as two or three 
of the party enquired of him, who was the 
ch«eiiut to carry ? in a tone which seemed to 
involve some ludicrous allusion; the discom- 
fiture of the commandaut tras the more apparent, 
when traversing the verandah above our heads 
he observed another lady fully equiped for 
riding, and now descending the steps with a 
most determined gaze fixed on the chesnut, 
which flhe appeared resolutely intent upon 
moontiDg ; not a moment was to be lost, so 
riding to the groom (a negro) who held the 
horse the commandant ordered him In a most 
peremtory manner to take the horse to the 
stable ; the negro hesitated. " Sposc I do him 
— eh — Missis kill me — spose I no will do him— 
commander kill me I" Esclaimed the unhappy 
man in an imploring attitude, " To the stable, 
yoti villain, when I order you" — roared the 
gallant officer, accompanying the order with an 
unquestionable stimulant. 

"Stay where you are, " exclaimed the lady; 
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use, the whip of the master was 
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over his shoalders, that of the " missis " 
thirty yards oif yet ; 8o the chesnut was trott 
away to the stable, the commandant superin- 
tending the retreat, and having seen the 
negro, and his horse, inside the stable doors, 
he loclted them, and cantered after the party, - 
who had slowly moved on, thinking it prudent 
not to witness the little difference of intention 
which influenced the commandant, and Mrs. — 
an angry dialogue was concluded, pretty much 
for the reason that the fire of two vessels 
terminates — the parties were out of range ; 
the gentleman was heard to exclaim, " the 
chesnut is safe enough now I believe, " and 
the last discharge from the lady, whose com- 
mand in the barrack yard few would contest, 
proclaimed her determination to ride the same 
chesnut to the convalescent station, before 
the day was OTcr. 

This sldrmish, involving no one bnt those 
two persona already mentioned, and the com- 
mandant having joined the party, the whole 
proceeded on to the creek, where some having 
swam their horses over, to ic-mount them on 
the other side, while the ladies of the party, 
with the two officers, who had given the 
breakfast, accompanied the governor, i 
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boat, which was in readiness at the same 
placet ^iQ^ again they started for the station. 

The cool breeze on the water, was most 
exhilarating, as it came npon the party, from 
beneath the awning, which screened them 
from the sun ; songs, brilUant witticisms, 
amd more brilliant smiles, eohvened the little 
TOyagOj of some three or four miles length, 
to the landing place, beneath the station, 
which was gained nearly at the time that the 
riding party arrived there ; the ladies then 
adjourned to rest for awhile, in the shade of 
the station houee, the gentlemen amusing 
themselves as best they might, and preparing 
for the pic-nic dinner^ which was to take 
place there. 

Every thing went on very harmoniously, 
till the dinner was almost £nished, when by way 
of breaking up, the commandant in high glee 
filled his glass, stood up, and right loyally 
proposed " the queen, " every one rose, and 
" the queen, the queen, " was breathed loudly, 
and softly, aa^ the words escaped the ruder 
or the lovelier hps — at that instant, a horse 
was heard entering the court at a gallop, — 
it was the cheanut, with the lady of the 
commandant on liis back ! she jumped off, 
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tripped gaily up stairs^ to tlie festive Mfooib, 
juBt as *'the queen" was toasted, " yduare 
drinking the queen, " she observed, taking 'a 
^ass, and doing the saine, the^ looking her 
lol^ triumphantly in the face, said, '^'tli6 
chesnut is safe ehohgh now I bellevej*' 
then taking a seat and a plate, she obs6rVeJ^ 
"commandant, help me to ar little of tfiat 
pidgeon pie, if you please, ^' the command^' 
was completely ont manoeuvred, he might 
look as angry as he pleased, but help heJ;" 
to the pie he nmst, and he did it with' ^a 
rtost unwilling hand^ without saying bnfe^' 
syllable more* ■ ''^ 

' The lady of the commandant, ' certaiiily 
succeeded if not in enjoying the excuifsioii*/ 
at least in adding to the humours of Jthij^'" 
day ; she was not popular with the ladib^s 
of the colony, and therefbte waS left' to tfii"" 
care of her husband all the Way home, Snd'^ 
every now and then, she was heard to ei^'^ 
claim, "you will drink the queen will you?' 
I am your queien at all events,'* in whi^K" 
pleasing style of conversation,* they journeyed"' 
homewards, where having arrived, the party " 
found tea and co£S&e awaiting them at the 
government house, but the commandant &ent 
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an excuse, deeming it more pleasant^ possibly^ 
to pass the evening in the sweets of his 
own . domestic queen. 

The alcaide of Baccow^ who though Ijring 
upon his bed, which he will never again 
leave alive^. seems to bear in kind remem- 
brance the visit which the governor paid him 
a short time ago; for this morning, his lead- 
ing,: and confidential adviser came in to 
3athurst, bringing ydOi him a present from 
the alcaide, which he brought up in due 
form to the government house. The name 
of this man was " Margabon, " and he came 
just as the governor had left the breakfast 
table; on his being announced, and his object 
having been named, Margabon was ordered 
to be admitted, with his present ; he entered 
followed by two men, one of whom carried 
something on his head, carefully wrapped up 
in plantain, and bannana leaves; Margabon, 
put the tips of the fingers of both his hands 
to his forehead, made a low, and really , 
well executed bow, then rising to his full 
height, which well became the Mandingo robe, 
he said — as interpreted — "alcaide for Baccow 
too glad for governor come, before he die, 
alcaide thank governor plenty — but now alcaide 
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look for die— he too sick— -alcaide can't die 
tin he make goyemor present — ^he send go- 
yemor this thing goyemor can send alcaide 
little thing — ^he die good, 'spose governor do 
that." Margabon bowed again> and the 
present was uncoyeredj when the haunch of gne 
of those beautifal little antelopes with which 
Africa abounds, ws^ exposed to yiew; this 
was the akaide's present, for which, in ret|um 
he got tobacco, and a flannel shirt.. 
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CHAPTER XII. 



COMBO SLAVES. — DEATH OF A WKLETAS MISSION- 
ART, — THOUGHTS UPON COLONIAt MATTERS. — 

TICE. — BTURSEHY IN CHURCH, — MEET A COBfBO 

BHBASSr AT THB GAPE. A RIDB^— HANDIROO 

RIDINO EQUIPMENT.— SCENE HI ABOUT BACCOW. 
BBTURN APTEB EXPLOBINO. — A CANTER,'^ 
REFLECTIONS CAUSED IT. INVOLUNTARY VISITS. 



I The chief of Combo sent again about tbe 
I elaves, but the measeng'erB not having been 
I charged with an apology, the governor would 
not receive them, but on the contraiy, directed 
' them to be immediately conducted to the 
' frontier of the settlement. 

Information was received from Mac Carthy's 
Island of the death of Mr. James, the wealcyan 
missionary, whose preaching has been already 
noticed ; he was an exemplary man, and highly 
qualified for his avocation ; one short year in 
the fumes of that wretched spot, broke down 
hia health, and he died^ as he had lived, a 
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pattern of christian feeling. Alae ! had he 
been preaching elsewhere, his doctrines might 
hare left some traces ; but with the community 
amongst whom he was delegated to disBcnunate 
the word, it was but as the wheat sown amongst 
thorns. It is much to be deplored that there is 
not in the established church, a grade to whom 
might be coniided the same severe duties that 
arc undertaken by the missionaiies of ' the 
persuasion alluded lo previously ; men who 
will penetrate the forest, the wild, — encounter 
the hunger and thirst of physical life, rather 
than allow the siivagc to fall in the hunger and 
thirst of spiritual Hfe, so far as they think theil 
counsel can avail; and it is still more to be 
deplored that the execution of such inestimable 
pursuits ai-e, perhaps conscqiiently, entrusted 
to persons whose training so iar from having 
been in tlie paths of divinity, has been in those 
of some Iriide the least likely to be connected 
with literature; the mission at the Gambia at 
this time consisted of four preachers ; their 
original callings had been respectively, that of 
a wheelwright, a shoemaker, a tailor, and a 
bookbinder — it is observable that the last was 
the minister whose superiority has been noticed, 
and piSibably he might have found time and 
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opportunity to improTe a mind naturally formed | 
for study: but to what excellence might not j 
that mind have attained had it been trained in | 
the course to which it leaned. They were 
all zealous men, aud moral as well as religious, 
but in the preaching and manner of men 
suddenly rushing upon the expoBition of the 
deepest mysteries, it is but too often that zeal 
overwhelms an uneducated judgment, and that 
which he advances as Christianity, falls too 
frequently under the CKisure of a late most 
excellent and learned dignitary of Chichester 
cathedral, who described it as " Christianity run 
Uad." How is it that people imagine a sound 
knowledge of divinity can be acquired without 
study, any mote than can the knowledge of any 
other pursuit? and yet many do not hesitate to 
expound the most difficult passages, although 
previously their whole attention has been given 
to Bome engrossing ti-ade! But where so many 
of the wesleyan body were exerting themselves 
to extend the limits of the christian religion, it 
Was humiliating to reflect that no clergyman of 
the church of England worked upon the same 
ground, although he would have recei-ved a 
fail' salary ibr doing so ; whether it would have 
been of any uee to the native is questionable, 



158 JOVEHAL OF AN EX-GOVERNOR ; OR 

but there were solenm and awful moments when 
his presence might have conveyed tranquillity 
to many a mind awakened to a sense of its 
unworthiness, by the presence of a threatening 
ilhiess. 

So much was this felt, and in some instances 
so strong was the bias towards the established 
churcb, that as there could not be a clergyman 
found who would take the appointment of 
colonial chaplain, the governor, in order to 
reconcile matters as nearly as he could, gave 
tlie appointment to the chief of the wesleyan 
mission at Bathurst, upon condition that the 
service should once every Sunday be performed 
according to the rites of the church of England ; 
a condition which was faithfully fui£llcd, until 
this cncreased exertion, for none was suspended 
in its favor, occasioned a severe illness, and 
forced a resignation : the acceptation of this 
appointment could have proceeded from , no 
desire of personal gain, for the salary vfaidi 
was paid to the chief wesleyan missionary as 
colonial chaplain, became the property of the 
wesleyan body, in the funds of which it was 
regularly invested. 

This is a department of the colonial system 
by far too little cherished by the hcnne govern- 
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, ment; if that government will form new colo- 
nies, (and that that is tbc case tht;re can be no 
question, vhen ve see the Aukland Islands, 
Vancoaver's Island, and Labuan, bo recently 
brought into the catalogue of British colonies) 
it is bound by every principle of religion, 
honor, and interest, to see the newly transplant- 
ed inhabitants supplied with a aoimd doctrinal 
system of religious instruction; the people 
about to form the foundation of a new country, 
a country possibly to become the seat of a 
powerinl and influential government, should 
not be cast into the swamp, forest, or plain, and 
there left to the control of a company for 
whom the government has made the colony, 
or to the care of some eight or ten officials, 
whose chief occupation at home has been, with 
all the keen scent of a bloodhoimd following its 
prey, to ferret out vote after vote from the 
depths of the vilest impurity to place in power 
those whose sole object in governing is a 
personal ambition, which to elevate itself will 
nndcrmine its moat illustrious patron, and deeni 
CO coarse truly good which does not coniirm 
them in the possession of place and emolu- 
ment — this alone is their divinity, and the wild 
clamour of a licentious rabble, or the voice of a 
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misled population, allured as higher characters 
have been, by the " unadorned eloquence " of 
an adventurer, forms the code by which '' 
altar is approached. 

Let the colonies be searched, and see if 
is an unfaithful picture— nay more, see wbetliw 
the very rulers of some of them have not 
obtained their positions from similar services ; 
see if there are not men in whose lives no trace 
of previous service to their country can be dis- 
covered, men who have never seen the colonies, 
or even studied the use of them ; see also, 
whether it is not a fact, that those colonial 
rulers, whose administration of their respective 
governments have been marked by opposition' 
to public extravagance, and private peculation, 
have not been treated as persons unfitted for 
the purposes of government ; see whether, 
whenever a colonial ruler has espoused, whaj 
from practical knowledge he knows to be 
just rights of the people over whom he 
been placed, but the advocacy of which placi 
him in hostility to tlie official chicanery of the 
colony, disturbs the quietude of the colonial, 
minister, or grates with unpleasing 
upon his hopes of future patronage; — 
whether, these have not been causes for 
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mbvihg the colonial ruler, even against the 
admission of all the benefit he has conferred 
upon the colony he ruled. See then what 
consequences have followed : — the governor 
resolved into an experienced puppet, the 
official system of tampering with the colonial 
means restored, a wasteful expenditure, and a 
reduced revenue — these are its consequences, 
all of which may be traced to the absence of 
an adhesion to a sound principle of government 
founded upon religious guidance at home, 
instead of one based upon the fleeting promises 
of expediency and worldly gain; the conse- 
que^ice of which has been an attempt to in- 
troduce a isimilar system in the colonies ; should 
these. things be doubted now, they wiU be 
found substantiated when the ^'govemor^s 
joiiriial*', extends its range to colonies across 
the', wide Atlantic, and penetrates the British 
North American forests, 

Tlie colonies however are not situated as is 
the mother country, they are not driven to 
expediencies which are allowed to overrule the 
higher and more important considerations of 
religious and moral faith ; they are not borne 
down by a heavy debt, and overwhelming 
population, nor by the care occasioned by 



162 JOCANAL OF AN EX-GOVKSNOB J ( 



foreign alHances, or hostilitieB ; these do i 
affect the colonies hut through the medium d 
the parent country. The colonies are portions 
of the world in which quietude may reign, com- 
merce he advanced, instraction and edacatiOTi 
he fostered, without feeling the interruptioBS 
to which the mother country is of necessity 
liable, &om her position amongst the nations 
of the world, from which to retreat would be 
destruction. She must stand in the breach, 
ftnd holding her shield towards her ravening 
assailants, not only maintain her own ground, 
but give protection to her distant possessions, 
which if defended, cherished, treated with 
confidence, and impartially, will make an 
ample return, hy enlarging her commerce, 
planting in distant climates her laws, habits, 
and inatitutions ; taking the overflow of popu- 
lation from her shores, and, where these pos- 
sessions properly governed, by originating and 
maintaining where they were not hounded by 
a foreign nation, their own internal secnrity, 
either against foreign, or native incursions. 
Were the colonies made to feel that they were 
looked upon, not as the mere sources from 
which a British government draws reward for 
its political supporters, finds a resting plat 



rWELVB MONTHS ON THB GAMBIA. 



16S 



» 



for a troublesome adversary, or a piisoii for its 
feloDs^; were they made to feel that they stood 
in the position of counties of Englftnd, there need 
then be no apprehension respecting the provi«on 
of a military tbrce from England, either for the 
purpose of repelling a foreign enemy, or of 
maintaining the British supremacy. So long as 
England has the ability to assert her power 
on tte sea, so long her navy will, under a just 
system, towards the colonics, be sufficient to 
protect them, without sending troops, at an 
enormous expense, thousands of miles tax that 
purpose ; and the colonists will always find 
much more profitable employment in advancing 
tJieir properties into value, than in scheming 
to throw off a sovereignty which is not burden- 
some to them. Why is it that the East Indian 
possessions are not at 1:his moment in open 
revolt, and turning its kundreds of thousands 
of disciplined bayonets against the British 
crown, in order to elevate themselves into an 
Asiatic empire ? Simply because those to whom 
the government of the country has been given, 
are allowed to govern it upon their own prac- 
tical knowledge ; because they alone regulate 
its laws, expenditure, and appointments, aad 
are not harassed by the vexatious interference 
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of persons ignorant of the wants and hafeita c 
the country, or oppressed by the introductionffl 
as officials, of those whose sole merit is adhesioi 
to the party views of Ihe imperial govemyi 
ment. 

These causes, which do not exist 
reference to India, are the great sowces i 
disBatisfaction in the colonies; the inhabitant 
are incessantly fighting for permission to be 
what other British subjects axe; they have a 
constitution in name, the same as that of 
England, but the practice and enjoyment of it 
is dependent upon the secretary of slate in the 
colonial office, who is changed as parties arrive 
at power upon the political arena of England ; 
there will be a curious case relating to this part . 
of the consideration of colonial governnent itf 
the subsequent pages of this journal, wherein il 
will be shewn that that which was in Octobe^ 
1839, held to be a just exposition of the con^ 
stitution of a colony by the then liberal colonial 
secretary of state, was held to be just the 
reverse by the liberal secretary of state for the 
colonics in 1847, although both these secretaries '^ 
entertained similar political creeds at home, and! 
seemed together in the same ministry. It i 
now by the present colonial code practically* 
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alleged that so loxig as the imperial parliament 
votes aa annual grant to a colony^ it may with- 
hold some portion of the exercise of the 
constitution which that colony has been given ; 
consequently some most important privileges 
hav^ b^Q suspended^ and the colony thrown 
ixito discontent ; this system has obtained 
yniversally throughout the colonial empire^ and 
does so now, excepting where the people have 
risen in fearful strength, and with a united 
effort rfiaken off the restraint so unjustly 
imposed, and maintained with so much foUy^ 
obstinacy, and oppression. 

Give the colonies the total management 
of their pwn pecuniary affairs, the appoint- 
ment of their own officers of government, 
send practical men as governors to work with 
them, altogether revise the system of selling the 
crown lands, urge and assist an emigration of 
an educated grade, with a small capital, a class 
which would form a protecting, not a grasping 
magistracy, and guide and help the peasant 
and artizan, through his course of first de- 
privation, to ward of the effects of despondency, 
and cheer him on in the contending course 
of industry; add to these the introduction 
of a sound religious system, to be preached 
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ev&n by itmerant ministers of the gospel^ 
the forest, in sncce-ssion, traversing throajl 
it, for it is here that the colony gains its 
strength, and from trhence it ultimatelj' forms 
its legislatures, encourage the preaching of 
those religions principles which cannot be 
shaken by the arguments of men, and dis- 
courage by abstaining, not by intolerant 
oppression, the disBemiDation of other doctrines ; 
let it not be said of the mother country, or 
of the governor appointed to rule over a de- 
tached colony — " when thou saweat a thief, 
thou consentedst unto him, " — then the colonies 
will prosper, and be the consolation, not the 
apprehension of the crown, in times of dftn- 
ger, and of trouble. 

It is indeed very doubtful, whether or 
the small colonies dependent upon a larj 
one in the vicinity, would not be better 
managed, if put upon the plan of the Ionian 
Islands. Corfu being the general seat of 
government, the others having a local ifgisla- 
ture of some kind to administer the laws, 
aided by a resident, selected by the Lord 
High Commissioner. There is something 
extremely absurd in surrounding with pomp, 
and ceremony, an officer, whose whole anni 
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emolument does not exceed a thousand pounds 
a year, and beyond the absurdity, it is often 
productive of much mischief, by tending to 
induce a rivaU-y in appearance, which leads 
to carelessoesa, and embarrassment in the aSairs 
I .of a domestic life, which should be, in its 
' worldly duties wholly given to frngality and 
prudence. 

Reverting however, to the passing events 
in the settlements upon the Gambia, where, 
ROW the rains had assumed their highest. 
It was July, and something made it necessary 
to give a " city " dinner ; the large dining 
room of the government house, was prepared 
ioT the occasion, and a table spread for t^e 
reception of perhaps, about thirty guests, aver 
which, sparkling with plate, and cut glass, 
the governor's Jailoff servant, Senegal in his 
childlike delight, showed bis' white toeth as he 
stood contemplating the display before he 
proceeded to dress himself out in his white, 
•md well made dress ; the hour of dinner 
was approaching, when the distant forests were 
suddenly obseri'ed in a heavy mist, as it ap- 
;peared, it steadily advanced, shutting out the 
view of the nearer country, as it came along, 
and now the closest objects could be but 
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indistinctly seen; in a few minutes it broke 
upon the government house^ and a deluge 
seemed to be threatened; the rain poured 
from the roof in streams worthy of their 
inexhaustible sources, which the wind blew 
upon three sides of the verandah rendering 
them untenable ; the fourth side alone remained 
dry : up stairs the water began to penetrate the 
roof, and people were sent to move the beds 
and furniture into dry positions. Six o'clock 
now sounded, but with it no arrival waa 
announced, on the contrary, here and there an 
excuse straggled in, the writer being con- 
strained to remain at home by the rain, an 
unquestionably legitimate one. At length, one 
more accustomed to overrule ' difficulties, a 
military officer, did come; but he stood the 
representative of the other twenty-nine, and 
dinner for himself and the governor was 
ordered in. 

At this moment an inexplicable tumult was 
heard in the great dining room, furniture rapid- 
ly apparently under removal, glasses were 
gingling to all manner of tunes, and the voices 
of sundry Kroomen servants with Senegal as 
leader, were harshly sounding through the 
general uproar; the governor and his com- 
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panion went down to ascertain the cause of all 
this, for whether an earthquake had shaken 
flie room, in partial kindness, or whether 
an elephant had invited himself to dinner, 
ot what other domestic imeute was in progress, 
seemed a matter of equal uncertainty. 

Upon ri^aching the scene, all was in the 
most Iiidicirdrus conftision, the famiture of the 
table Was standing about in all directions, 
without rrference to arrangement, and the 
black servants were now engaged in moving the 
table from place to place, and screwing it 
into some corner, to avoid the rain, which 
having penetrated the roof, collected upon 
the upper floors , now converted the lower 
rooms into very efficient shower baths. 
Perseverance and reduction, will do wonders 
any where, towards retrieving a good state of 
affairs, and by the exercise of these virtues, 
a dry space was found for a portion of the 
table, sufficient for the use of the skeleton 
dinner party, prepared to sit down, which 
fact being satisfactorily established/ dinner 
was brought in, and despatched with as much 
comfoirt as circumstances would permit. 

This is the first Sunday that the service of 
the established church, has been performed 
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HDoe die aiywuliTnr of tbe chkf of die 
wcdlejsoi iBUsioBL to tlie trfirr of •*'*™g coloBiol 
riiaplani; it vas MttenAmA hj the goYcmfli^ 
and most of the European ndeCr at Badum^ 
crowded at die ane tiae^ witk libeiated 
AfrK^"«j their viTes, and femiKei ; the ceriio^ 
was well peifiirBied, it was canoBs to liear 
bvnt from the coogr^atioii, a desp " anen " 
wbeaerer any peculiarly stiikiBg piange im 
the pisgrez»y or ekewhere, occuned. Tbif 
c^tainly aigued ina<^ attenlicmf as weU as 
knowledge of the sahjecti but it is painfiil 
to reflect^ diat wiiile in the chnich, these 
pec^le seem thoroughly to undeiitand the 
meaning of idiat diey hear j yet dieir r^memr 
hrance of it, is seldran practically shown ootaide 
the chorch walls. Vain of dress, they make 
Sunday a day of wardrobe display, it is 
the quiiner in which they ^ssay to honor 
it, and aekaowledge its sanctity, by idly 
st^rolling about the streets, habited in superfine 
doth, and sometimes jewellery; the women 
^e 4till more conspicuous in their p^rs^Ml 
decoration ; bonnets of rich material, coTjerfid 
with flowers, or feathers, the dress generally 
wl4te, but sometimes the taste expand^, and 
a gaudy stripe, pr a pink mu^iuj Uends Sfi 
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beet it may, with the jet black skin of 
the bearer; there is scarcely one of them 
who is not in debt for the finery in which 
they roll about the streets, or one who does 
not think it a hardship to be obliged to 
work for money to pay the debt. The quar- 
relling between husband and wife, is sometimes 
fearfiil, always very general, and it is no 
uncommon thing for the married couple to 
request the priest who married them, to 
*' break hook, " that is to destroy their mar- 
riage certificate, which they present at the 
time, for the purpose, showing how really 
little they yet understand the sacred rite of 
iB«riBge. Vice has a frightful rule over their 
minds, in spite of all that the zeal and 
philanthropy of many most excellent men have 
done to reclaim, and christianiKe them from 
the most disinterested motives — of course in 
thiB remark, the statesman ueuig tlieir con- 
dition merely as the lever by which he hoped 
to raise himself to power, is not included — 
although the inclinations of the wife do not 
dispose her against prostitution, yet should 
she be at all indifferent to that course, the 
hnsband will point it ont as the re!idy 
means of gaining money, and cheerfully live 
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upon the proceeds; both sexes are too care- 
lessly apprenticed, and when this 'happens to 
a female, the consequence is very clear ; young 
girls have even been apprenticed to Kroomen, 
as well as to native headmen, of a low grade, 
and of very equivocal claims to a moral 
life. 

At church the mothers bring their infants, 
and it is constantly the case that during the 
service a simultaneous cry is set tip, and as 
teadily appeased by a grant in favour of the 
liaby wants, in which maternal attention a whole 
b^nch maybe seen engaged^it the same moment, 
aid while the infants are indulging in their 
■enjoyments, the mothers are stedfastly gazing 
in the face of the minister, and uttering the 
solemn *^ amen" as before noticed. 
' Towards the end of this month (July) the 
chief of Combo began to be tired of the non- 
intercourse system which had been rigidly 
enforced by the governor, and in which he was 
supported by the the Bathurst community, who 
were, as anxious to see the small portion of 
territory about the Cape St. Mary under the 
sovereignty of England, as he himself was ; if 
that was once obtained there would be no risk 
in investing money there upon villas, cottages, 
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&c., where the merchant might retire to a com- 
parative healthy locality, still being within au 
easy reach of his business establishment on the 
land and swamp of BaiyouK. Combo had a few 
days ago sent a very conciliatory message ex- 
pressive of his regret for having occasioned any 
infringement of the usual good feeling between 
the governor and himself, and that he was now 
perfectly disposed to negotiate for the cession of 
Cape St. Mary, and some adjacent ground, to the 
sovereignty of England ; to effect this he had 
agreed to send properly authorised persons to 
meet the governor at the Cape, who being 
furnished with fuU instructions would, with 
him, discuss the amount of territory to be 
ceded, and the terms upon which the cession 
would be proposed, the authorities at the same 
time having the power to make such alterations 
as might appear to be convenient and just ; the 
chief also apologised for not coming himself to 
the Cape, but explained that when ever the 
king of Combo should go there he would cer- 
tainly not survive; a superstition it was good 
policy on the part of the governor to recognise 
as a valid reason, for the less African kings are 
encountered the better ; an interview is a time 
of begging always. 
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Accompanied by Mr. Sail, a youog officer of 
the Srd West Indian r^ment, the governor 
left Eathurst at seven in the morning to go by ' 
water to tie Cape, which was reached ij 
comfortable time for breakfast; the ambasaadors 
from Combo however were not so much on ths 
alert, and nearly four Lours elapsed before they 
were in sight on the distant plain ; during this 
period the governor paid another visit to the 
Alcaide of Baccow, whose hut was close to the 
convalescent station ; the same two logs which 
had been thrown on the £re on the occasion of a 
former visit from the governor, seemed still to 
be slowly burning away ; the old and sightlesi 
man hardly appeared to have turned round on I 
his mat, and the only change if any were i 
visible, was in the shrunken and wiry arm, a> 
it was freely moved in acknowledgment of the 
governor's presence ; a low muttering sound 
was interpreted to be thanks, and in a few I 
moments afterwards, the poor old creature'« I 
head sunk on one side to a lower posture, over* 
come by the trifling exertion he had madef I 
retiring from this unpleasing view of one 
liability of our nature, the governor was in- 
formed that the plcnipotenliaries from Combo 
were in sight, and coming across the open spac« 
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liMmt BoBOffw ^ haevBi^ ^ucjMicd. to lurifc 
dioB, ibey MkumAf a6nr lode iite tiie co«8t 
yvdof die lUlna; Ccadbo bad mft tfateeef 
kk '* hemi TmeaT ta coadMct die nqpodatioBy 
wiio nofir catexed tke Toaax in wliidi die go* 
Tenar and Mr. SaS were ntting ; neilker at 
the tiatuni i g g of dieir lioaes as tlwj lode inla 
Hm eovrty n<ir in die dress of dieir knmedkle 
p c i a uMs did diej appear to \mS9% indidged m 
anjr cAUaaidia ary oosUxfj aad die aid df a 
gnxMn, or laondjess^ had manifestly never beoa 
SDOglit iar et^ber ; as fiar die liones Aejf inc 
mediatefy strafed ont of die cotart, saddled, and 
ba^ed as diey vexe^ evidcndy having beett ae* 
CDStDBsed to forage for dieattelvea; and die 
Mandingos who rode diem^ came forward wkh 
die nsoal placidity c^niamiet natural to diem» 
to shake hands widi. the gorenuNr add his oons* 
pamosu. ' 

The interpreter was cidkd to perferm his 
part, and at first the 'MaxtimgoB began by 
stating how mach the Cs^ was valded by the 
king of Combo on aeeount of die posiliian and 
qnality of die sofly and- ii»ny other teasoas 
tilled only to found a demand- for hi^ pay*^ 
ments^ diese were of; ootirse combatted by 
observis^ that die positiaii 6f the Cqpe ooold 
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hardly be persoBally of value to Combo, be- 
cause if he went tbei« be wonld of necessily 
die, according to his own belief; and that as for 
the soil, he reaped no revenue from that, though 
he reeeiTcd a trifling tribute from Baccow ; this 
could be easily managed, because the goTetnoc 
wonld agree to pay it annually from Bathtirst. > 
The Mandingo never is in a hurry— never 
'm ahaete even ; and on this occ&sion they took 
a long time to weigh the value of each objec- 
tion to their master's views ; thoy even affected 
to regret that they feared they could come 
to no decision upon that day, the negotiations' 
being beyond what they imagined their powers j 
the governor knowing this to be a premeditated 
delay alone, took the opportunity of observing 
that there was nothing new proposed on hiE- g 
part, and that if the Cape could not he ceded^ I 
ia.' consideration of a payment, the English' [ 
muet content themselves with the ct>n vales oenti 1 
station, which they held for nothing; and that* I 
such being the position of affairs, the governor 
was Borry the chief of Combo had taken bo 
mach trouble in sending his " head men" tn 
treat, who were now at liberty to retarn, as he 
Idmsulf would immediately to Bathuret ; then 
turning to Denbasa, the interpreter directed 
Iiim to order the boat to be got ready again. 
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When the men of Combo saw the boat's creW 
ordered and going to the boat, with thei* 
departure they also saw their hopes of bine 
haft, gunpowder, rum, i&c., vanish with them; 
atill they were firm in appearance till the 
governor roEe to leave, when they whispered to 
each other, as he walked rather alowly to the 
door ; he passed, and closed it behind him, at 
that moment Dembasa came out, saying that 
they were talking together, and it was favorable 
to the cession of the ground ; under the pre- 
tence of giving some orders the governor I 
loitered in the court-yard, when down came the' 
Mandingos apparently in high good hiunour ; 
accosting the governor, they said that having 
ODDsulted together, they agreed that if instead 
of making an annual payment, the governor 
would consent to give one hundred dollars at 
one payment to the king of Combo, they would , 
bring the king to Bathurst on. any day to sigib | 
the treaty and receive the mouey, observing also'^ I 
that perhaps the governor might have a " little 
bit " for each of them ; to the first agreement 
was promised, hut the last was made contingent 
upon the good faith wilt which the affairs was 
ultimately carried out, and a day was appointed 
for the completion of the treaty at Bathursti 
I 5 ;.u ti:iia w -m 
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n^^tUrs hATixig Mkei^t tbis :&yorable tani, the 
ii^teryiew brok^ up, the Mandingw rmmijig 
Of^t to «^ek their horses, whidi had quietly been 
f<Mragi^ tb^ whole time, 

. A couple of miserable horses were procured 
l^jr Pen^basi^ lor the goTemor and Mr. Sail to 
ridei they were a sorry sample of the Baccow 
liTery stitbl»> and caparisoned with gre?it 
frogaliJ^ in every respect, howerer they were 
to be mounted, that the extent of the territory 
Qdded« Unght in some degree be examined, 

.The gOTenior took one of them, there wa$ 
not a shftde to ^ire a preference; erery bone 
lF«ik seetiiy a passi^ through « tight skin^ .|he 
hftir on whict\ wa& wiiy, and stwding on end 
in every directian^ th^ heads were huniibly 
bo«^ towiucds the Q«rth, and they seamed 
nassiTclv waitinsr anv jmn^ pding ' £ute»!^ihe 
vcnoigemmt re^q^ting a bridle w«a of an 
equ»Uy impret^ding description, the reisus 
were so short th^.the govemor was obliged to 
fasten lus h^ndkerghief to his in order to make 
tbem of ^y service, but Mr. Sail himng 
neglected that Uieful appendage, hia reins w^re 
^t^g^ther unavailable, therefore he guided his 
4nimaJ. by tguduDg him as nece^^ary on either 
si4^ the nose ; the, bits were of a most &rn^d%- 
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ble character, aa if there waa the most remoU' I 
intention on the part of the poor animal to ruii' ' 
X9r3.y \ the lower jaw was forced through an 
iron ring, the bit being then put into the 
cteature's month, and made to operate upon 
this ring, it became the most cruel and efficient 
method of stopping a horse that can well be 
conceived. What could ever have brought 
such a method into Combo it ia impossible 
to imagine ; employing the harpoon and whale 
line to kill a gudgeom would have been as 
appropriate, ss putting such a powerful con- 
trivance into the mouth of a Combo horse ; for 
it was such, that the animal must of necessity 
stop, unless the rider broke his jaw in the eflfcrtj 
and so lost his own power over it. 

The saddles in no wise surpassed the bridles 
in point of omamentai decoration ; the pommel 
and cantle each rose to a peak about a foot 
higher than the seat, between which the Man-' 
dingo imbeds himself, for he does not disdain 
tut aid of those auxiliaries when in danger of 
s dismount ; on the contrary, like " Goose 
Gibbie" he seeks dishonorable safety by 
grasping them; the stirrups, with their huge 
irons, not unlike the step of a cab, were most 
awkwardly short, but on the governor's horse 
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one was about six indies shorter dttn Ike 
other, with no poaBihiKtj cf eqnaliiiiig' them ; 
Mr. Sail's were of equal length, hat hf xbebi^ 
them his knees and chin came nearly together ; 
a remnant of a tradition touching saddle chths 
^seemed to.existv fer beneadi each saddle was 
something, composed of a Tane^ of matesdals 
otitched togedier; woollen, Isither, doth and 
cotton being bdow the pac^, (for that it was 
rather than a saddle) and fluttering iu: the wind 
soon resolved its edges into m fang fringe, £rom 
which in the course of exertian die peespiration 
from the horses sides dropped to the earth. 
HoweTer equipped ift'thas. manner ihey both 
started, attended by one. CMT two of the natiyes 
of Beuxckht^ who seoHMd wonderfully amused i at 
/die manner innvdrich the Englishmcaimeb the 
different divergencies, described;^ a goat tr^ck 
fonned rtheionly road. by .whEck ^his nefwly 
acquired territory could be traversed; and by it 
they ro& first through the cidtirated .paitches 
'of the inhabitaiits^ . who were very , procui ^ of 
some' : twenty acres of I well managed ground , 
where^ they oaght j to : ^ have i • had as ' • ^many 
hondred '.treated Jn .?this; saxae way ; biibrtbe 
Afiricanidf these- part^ culdvates toilivev ^ot to 
increase hit shadaw/xWhich;OainiK>t;iirett;jL.ib;e 
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less than it is. After leaving this, the road 
plunged, or rather threaded a dense forest of 
fine timbcrj and a thick growth of underwood, 
Bometimea it led throiigh an imperTioua shade, 
and at others broke forth npon the wild rocky 
margin of the coast, beyond which was the 
magnificent ocean rolling in its long, unbroken, 
swelling wave, to crash upon the beach, above 
which the two explorers stood eiqoying the 
freahness of the air, which ae yet waa nnpol- 
lated by African miasma. 

1 There is something exceedingly grateful, 
in contem plating such scenery, apart irom all 
nbe work of man, which, touch nature where 
he may, wUl bs never but a very inferior imi- 
tator. In nature, tlie most conflicting aubjecte 
work into a general harmony, but in 'the 
efforts of the human hand and mind, this 
finish ia wanting, whatever there may he< of 
skill, and beauty in effect, to' admire. Pro- 
ceeding onward, the path turned to ; the 
eastward, and so narrow, that the uncouth 
stirrup irons were often entangled in the 
brushwood, which strove tO' recover even that 
small encroachment upon its dominion; traver- 
sing a gentio descent, for two or three miles, 
gradually, imperceptibly indeed, the aspect of 
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the forest changed, Bud the revolting mangroTe 
swamp, with all its recollections of muBguitos, 
miasma, and alligators, was spread for miles 
before the view ; to say that there was har- 
mony in this would be bold, unless all the 
associations which exhale, as it were, from 
the swamp, aiid influence the feelings, are 
dismissed from consideration; but place a' 
ttoriee in Africa, by this same swamp, before 
he has matriculated in fever, and Sj^oe, with 
the numerous rivers creeping through it; the 
luxuriant foHage which hangs orer it, its 
wild creatures which inhabit it, from the ' 
light elegance of the small milk white crane^tk) 
the hideous form of the prowling alligator, 
and be will still see soniething in the great 
hand of nature, even to admire in the 
swamp; il was now before the view, far' as 
could be seen, and terminated only by the 
white haze, thickening \rhich, in the distance, 
at length blended with the poisonous foliage. 
which contributed so prominently to its ex~ 
iBtence: ■■ 

A sliort contemplation of this Bceneiy, 
satisfied the governor and his companion, so 
tuining their horses' heads, both were sur- 
ted to find that t'ke animals contained 
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cantor liemeatb ^eir wretGhed ^^^jXmor, %hej 
knew, the <H)ui;^ irai9 homewiufd^ and away 
they w^xit^ ; the pa^dbvthread £»6Unuig9 of > the 
goycjnior's bridle .a^n, :gave way^ and he; had 
but thethaiikd hors0«>iwhip leftbiai; toiencoiVBtoff 
with* ought, beside; Mr*' Sail had; ner^. h^i^ 
able to T^e^i hi$. bridle :^t ati^> so neither of 
them having any. things m^e to: do witibi the 
g^idanc^ (^ their, ajaimaU^ than. here aoEhd these 
a ^verdlgn inm to do' with ihe dSmn ofiJthfi- 
nation^ Uhei that august peicsoiiage^ vth^OTf ihad 
only to e^naet di^^ity, swad bear .el« best they 
i^ightj the difficulties^ and distre98ea brouglht 
upon th^m: by th0 hjiutbder ing animals labouring 
beik^th; theni. . On l^ntering > . -the towti of 
Bapcpw/the: rid^!R$ naturally "^rished to golto 
the station hpu^e ; to this .the, hoKises dbjeoted, 
a^d:. turning their nosQjB &.om?^ piokes^taikl 
blorw9 which wej-e conferred upon thfemv^jin 
the ;vain, hopQ of asserting r.a^gilidi&gpo^cirv 
the governor waa taken :i^ the; halnt^tixm ofihis 
old £rieAd> ,th(^ bedridden iHoaidev^andiMb 
Sail terminated his career in a stockaded 
yardi wher^ a- number. ; o£ youngiciBaceow 
damsels were prseparing . the . ; ^v^ng. ^ jtsueal 
of."fou-fou? for their; respeotivej-hbuaaasiiTall 
of yhg^ cgivi^g :a eimultajieousMmld. jscceech^ 
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rushed away from the sadden apparition of 
the white man, who sat laughing upon the 
back of the sony animal he bestrode; ** fou-fou" 
in abundance was abandoned to his appro- 
priation, had he been inclined to arail himself 
of the deHcacy, but being content with his 
present achievement, he gave the horse up to 
the Combo guide, who had now orertaken him, 
and rejoined the goremor at the station house, 
from whence they both returned to Bathurst, 
horses being in waiting at the ferry. 
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CHAPTER XIIL 

A Fy NBRAL. — ^^SLAVES AND NATIVE 0PP41BSSI0K. — 
INTERVIEW AT BATHURST WIT^ THB" KING OF 
COMBO. — " palaver'* — WIV^S ACCOMPANY HIM. 
CESSION OF THE CAPE ST. MARY. — CURIOUS DIS- 
EASE IN HORSES. — RAIN AND SOLITARY CON- 
FINEMENT. — POSSESSION TAKEN OF THE CAPE. — 
VIEWS RESPECTING IT.— REWARD OF REGAL 
ZEAL. — FEVER. — AFRICAN REGENERATION, HUM- 
BUG. — THE GOVERNOR A SAILMAKER. — INTER- 
PRETATION OF SLAVE TREATIES. — " LIBERAL" 
MINISTERS. — DISSENTING BODY. — CLIMBING 
SWEEP BOYS. — AN ALDERMANIC STUDY. — 
SHERIFF.— A FLIGHT OF LOCUSTS. 

Quitting the boat at the ferry, the governor 
and his companion mounted their horses, and 
the tide being very low they rode by the fine 
sand of the beach towards Bathnrst, a coxirse 
by far more argeeable than by the road upon 
the edge of the mangrove swamp which forms 
three -fourths of Baiyouli ; the sand of the beach 
is just hard enough to bear the weight of the 
horse, without allowing his feet to be buried 
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in it, independently of which, the air is cool, 
and free from the muddy exhalations so sen- 

The evening was calm, and the sun was &8t 
sinking to the horizon, when they were passing, 
the barial ground, which is perhaps half a miler 
from the town; how rapidly and luxuriantly 
the vegetation spread over that silent spot! 
although it had been but lately cleared awoy^ 
and nothing left save the flowers and some few 
blossoming trees, which sorrow and afifection 
had planted, yet now the imperishable weeds 
of the country, had again asserted their do* 
minion: at this moment, a long dark line of 
people were seen advancing from the town, 
with a measured and mournful step ; in front, 
a few men led the way, in deepest funeral 
attire, behind them a coffin was borne, covered 
with a white pall, and immediately behind 
two gentlemen followed— one of them seemed 
rather led along than moving by his own will— 
his eyes were fixed upon the pall, with an 
intensity that bespoke the depth of his ^ony, 
and down his &ce tears seemed unconsciously 
to roll — ^he wore the deepest mourning— but 
it Mnas meore forcibly expressed by his features, 
than by his apparel; others followed, and. 
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walking two abreast, not less than one hnndred 
and fifty persons were attending the funeral} 
the governor met the procession, and stopped 
as Hie coffin was passing, raising his hat at the 
same time— a momentary glance from him 
whose heart was so bitterly lacerated acknow- 
ledged the attention, and the next inslant it 
was again riveted to the coffin he followed— 
it passed, and the governor proceeded home. < 

The funeral was that of a beloved child, 
who had been his father's constant companion, 
and whose death that father felt move keenly, 
than any ruin that might have fallen upon him; 
the boy had but reached his tenth year, and 
after two days illness, the fever laid him in the 
grave, in which he sunk, just as the sun, un- 
willing to witness the distressing scene, sunk' i 
also beneath the western horizon. 

On a Sunday at the end of July, just as' 
the governor had returned from church, and 
was walking in the verandah, with two 
of the officers by whom he had been accom- 
psoied, the small boat used for the conveyance 
of letters, provision. Sec,, to fort BuUen, on 
the Barra side, was seen to be coming over, 
an unusual event upon that day, instead of 
of making for the town, she came direct ta 
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the beacb^ under the gate of the government 
house^ which haying touched, two soldiers 
jumped out, and then assisting another man, 
they led him to the guard room, at the gate 
of the court ; giving a letter to the corporal, 
they remained, with their charge, while he 
presented the paper to the governor, who 
opened, and found it to be from captain Shaw, 
the officer in command at fort BuUen. 

The letter stated, the man now sent over, 
had contrived to make his way into fort 
BuUen, in the state he now was, that is, he 
was totally unclothed, an iron ring had been 
rivetted round his neck, to which ring, a 
heavy iron chain was equally securely fastened, 
the ring had sorely galled his neck, but cap- 
tain Shaw had taken measures to prevent its 
farther doing so, though he felt it proper to 
send him over just as he came to the fort, 
in order that the barbarity might be seen, 
which otherwise would hardly be conceived 
to exist. 

It happened that a chief of a small neigh- 
bouring tribe, had charged this poor creature 
with some offence, for the pxirpose of forcing 
from him some payment, in default of which 
being made, the alleged offender was seized. 
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chained as now he was seen, and in order to 
prevent, as the chief imagined, his escape, 
one end of the chain was slipped round the 
leg of the kind of couch, on which the chief 
himseK slept. The process of charging a person 
with a breach of the law, which, by the bye, is 
little more in » general, than the dictate of the 
chief, is very simple, and quite unencumbered 
with judge, council, and jury, unless the chief is 
himseK a compound of all these, which seems 
to be the popular opinion ; the ehief charges 
the prisoner with an offence, argues the case, 
convicts him in a penalty, which not being 
able to pay, converts him into a slave till he 
can, and chains him to a bedpost to secure 
his services, taking care that the couch, to 
the leg of which he is chained, is long enough 
to allow of no attack from the prisoner, while 
the chief himself is sleeping. 

The wretched creature, although he bad fled 
to the English for protection, suffered under 
great apprehensions from being sent over 
chained, and shuddered when the governor in 
an angry and indignant tone ordered a Jblack- 
smith to be sent for with his tools proper for 
removing the chain without giving pain to the 
trembling being who looked a most forlorn 
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picture of uncertainty ; the blacksmith oame, 
wiUl hammer, chisel, and every tool but thfe 
right one, a file— so he had to be sent back for 
one ; in the interim, the man seemed to think 
his execution had only been delayed for want 
of the proper instrument for taking his lifel 
At the sight of the smith who now was running I 
through the court, the captive threw a moat 
imploring but submissive look upon the gover- 
nor, who not contemplating any thing but 
restoring him to liberty, had. never thought of 
sending for Dembasa the interpreter ; this look 
however suggested that measure ; the black- 
smith now worked away with his file, and the 
fears of the man began to subside, as from the 
length of time elapsed he looked forward to 
liberation ; still the ring was of such a thick- 
ness, and 60 much care necessary to avoid 
enlarging, or irrit-atlng the wound in the neck, 
that he had yet to pass an anxious period. 

At length Dembasa arrived ; on seeing a 
new face, the captive appeared again embar- 
rassed, not exactly knowing what might be the 
avocation of the person to whom it belonged, 
though the countenance of Dembasa bespoke 
any thing rather than the occupation of an 
executioner. All fears however were now 
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id, by ths interpreter informii^ ike 
to^ured creature that he would be liberated, 
eeiit to the hospital to be cured, fed, and takes 
cars of till his neck was well, when he would 
be at liberty to go where he pleased. At first 
Uje beaefits of this course to him appeared yery 
obscure ; he manifestly could not uuderatftnd 
why the white man should take bo much care 
of him, when his own countrymen did not 
y^UG the life of each other a rush ; but as the 
truth broke upon him his delight became Tery 
apparent, and when the chain was thrown from 
his neck, the poor creature bent himeelf to the 
gromid, and placing his forehead upon the 
governor's foot, clasping it in bis bauds at the 
same time, and audibly muttering some wo,rdft, 
which the interpreter explained as follows—" J 
will be your slave for ever — the white ntop 
know what is good;" in which feeling the 
poor wretch was conveyed to the hospital where 
be underwent kind care, and a cure; after 
which he became a little trader at one of the 
datached British settlements. 

The flight of this man, caused an applicatioii 
to be made by his chief for bis restor^tioQ. 
Xhe man, however, was demanded in the 
character of a slave, therefore the governor 
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returned for an answer, diat he knew no 
such thing as filayary. Had he been demand^ 
edf however, as a xriminal, a minute enquiry 
would have been instUiited, iil order to afi- 
certain how &x the allegations of criminality 
had truth upon their side, for in Africa, or 
with half civilized tribesi^ any where, the 
abstract principle of right and wrong, muet 
be developed, and justice meted out impar- 
tially, altogether renjoved. from the quibbles 
of the professioxtal courts, ^JiA the mysterious 
wording of a laW) or taiHBatjr'; common sense, 
and common justice must here decide. 

At eleven o'clock this d^y (late in July) the 
arrival of theichief of ^Oombow^s' announced, 
atid tiie governor appointed t^a'p'clock for the 
interview; at that hour, hecattiei attended by the 
leading men of Gunden apd, Baccow, whom it 
appears have a voice. in the di^plomatic relations 
of Combo, and a long train of dep^idants, re- 
presenting the vassal, system oi olden time at 
home; the chief was received just as the chief 
<rf Barra was with reference to 'honours ; he, 
with bis "headmen" entered the ^arge room 
prepared for them, but the others were allowed 
to remain in the pour:t; beneath; the chief 
brought with him also two of his wives, they 
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were extremely pretty brownish complexioned 
girls, scantily dressed but wearing a profusion 
of gold ornaments, necklaces, earrings, pins 
thrust through the hair with gold heads the 
size of a sloe, massive bracelets and similar 
decorations above the ankles; the governor 
rose to receive the chief, and having gone 
through the little ceremony of meeting, they all 
sat down, the good furniture having been re- 
moved, a precaution very necessary to prevent 
its being lubricated by the saturated dresses 
or oUed skins of the visitors from the Court of 
Combo. 

When seated the chief took a wife upon either 
knee, affectionately circling each with an arm, 
while they both innocently looked on apparently 
highly amused with the novelty of the presence 
of the several persons before them, and the com- 
parative grandeur of the scene. 

The chief began, by saying, that he came 
about the Cape *^ palaver," — the governor 
observed, ^' that is very good ; do you intend 
to adhere to your proposal for ceding it to 
the sovereign of England, for one hundred 
doUars ? " 

" Yes," replied the chief, " I come now to 

VOL. II. K 
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give up the Cape to you for one hundred 
dollars!" 

" Very well then, sign these papers^ and you 
shall be paid," answered the governor, pro- 
ducing the documents to be executed properly. 

The chief's arms for a moment abandoned 
the waists of his wives, and, throwing them 
upwards, exclaimed — ^^ eh ! white man, do this 
thing, and no ^' palaver ? " 

^' Where is the use of *' palaver," continued 
th^ governor, when we are both agreed? " pa- 
laver" is only necessary when " sweet-mouth" 
is gone away." 

" No Sabbee white man-*— make book and no 

palaver I" but what am I to be paid in ?" 
Yqu must trust to me about that ;" said the 
governor, and no more '^palaver." "Eh — white 
man inust do all" — and taking the papers they 
were r^ad over to him, when being satisfied so 
far, the chief scrawled some characters, and his 
" head men" made their marks, which being 
properly attested, the documents were also 
signed on the other part, and so the cape was 
ceded; now came the payment. "You have 
trusted to me about the payment, chief of 
Combo^ now, say how you desire to be paid ; 
will you have gunpowder,, guns, cloth, dollars; 
say what you wish to have of these, or 



it 
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anything else that there is in Bathurst/' said 
the governor. 

^' Eh !" said the chief with a long drawn 
breath, and laughing heartily', in which his two 
wives joined, discovering beautifol sets of the 
whitest and most regular teeth.—" Eh" — ** No 
palaver again !— this governor is a queer man." 
this was the literal translation by the inter- 
preter, who hesitated at first as to the propriety 
of giving it out, till relieved by the governor 
desiring him to do so word for word, when the 
chief and his ladies were joined by the whole 
assembled party in the amusement caused by 
his remark — no palaver was the order — and 
without further delay a bag was drawn fourth, 
the one hundred dollars paid down in the folds 
of the chiefs robe, which he held up t6 receive 
them as a woman wbuld her aplx)n, and ^ignlhg" 
the receipt the cession of the Cape teriitblty 
was finally* determined. 

Every thing having' gone off with such un- 
qualified " swe^t mddth," 'die governor oi'deried 
some little refreshnient* 6f wine and biscuifei, 
witK oth^ trifling thiiigs Shto another toom, to 
which he, attended by l!he chief, the two wives,' 
Margabon of Baccow, fend some of his officials, 
withdrew ; the remainder of Combo V retinue, 

K 3 
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wixo had the entr^e^ were presented with half a 
do^ar each> which they thankfully received, 
ap^- with a low salaam joined the " Squatters" 
in. the cojurX . yard, where after a short interval 
th^y wre m^t by the chi^f, who, wives and all, 
tc3»velled away in high good hmnour, with a 
guard of fbe 3rd West India regiment present* 
ing arms^ ai;id three rounds fired from a field 
piece as he appeared outside the gates of the 
government house. 

. By Jhe pession of this small tract of country, 
t|ie settlement became i^ possession of a retreat 
tp which the inhabitants could retire, still being 
un^^r the .fiag of . England, and where they 
cpiild,. without question with the natives, build 
cott£^ges : less under the influence of the Man- 
grp^e swamp ; indeed this has already been 
done, and the governor himself has now a re- 
sid<«nce upon the Cape, a circumstance which 
providentially may tend to decrease the fre- 
quency of that office becoming vacant. 

Hardly had Combo left the town, than a 
te^Tific tornado came on, which was immediately 
interpreted into an expression of divine anger 
for having ceded any of the territory descending 
to him from by-gone chiefs to the English; 
Combo himself jingled his dollars and seemed 
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very careliess about the matter, and each of his 
ministers who rejoiced in half a dollar each, 
was in proportion reconciled to the alienation 
of th^ ground, contenting themselves with 
thinking' that the anger was against thie go- 
vernor for purchasing rather than against 
themselves for selling ; so easy a matter it is to 
satisfy consbience, when personal If^efit follows 
its violation. 

Three horses in the stable, and none fit 
to ride — two have been lamed by the Aftican 
farrier, in shoeing them, and the other l^ts k 
large swelling, to which, horses at Bathurst, 
are peculiarly subject, it ' forms like a Wife, 
upon the* point of the bone of the forcf !l6g 
behind, and directly under the «hould^jolitt^ 
(a sailor may be excused for Hot kno^vdn^ 
the anatomical designation '6f this I'egioii t/l 
the animal,) the thing is a great dwigbt; 
and in general is removed by performitig^ ail; 
operation upon it, as it was 'in -this case. 

Every day now had its' ]taittV'*in dehige 
quantity, but the Sfi^at^r tinSforhily fan: bffi 
when the flood-gate was opened^'at'-' half ebb. 
The endeavour to make'it "ftm "ttp" hill, upon 
the plan of the cldrfc of the Woi^kfe^ having 
been abandoned^ TM^ iid^yfoubt 'ttthlribtited 
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much to the decrease of sickness, but people 
eat and drink in this country, as they would 
in Europe, and then wonder at incurring 
fever, dyspepsia, and other kiUing, and tortur- 
ing ailments. 

There was something very distressing also, 
in being alone in the large government house, 
not a sound to be heard in it, but the step 
of him who walked about its spacious rooms, 
and sometimes varied the note, by breaking 
through the rotten boards of the upper Colon- 
nade, as he carelessly stepped upon one in 
that state ; such a life is rather gloomy, and 
approachear to solitary confinement^ 'with per- 
ihfssion to read and write. 

On the Srd of August, the Cape was 
formally taken possession of, for the crown of 
England. On the evening before, a detach- 
ment of the 3rd West India Regiment, with 
an officer, and two field pieces, were sent 
over from Bathurst, and the next day, the 
governor, with the secretary, the^ commandant, 
and other officials, civil, and military, went 
to the station house, and after having deco- 
rated themselves in their respective uniforms, 
the heir apparent to the *^ cap of Baccow, " 
with Margabon, and a dignitary called "the 
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master of the land," when his title was in- 
terpreted, probably a kind of surveyor general, 
being present by invitation, the whole pro- 
ceeded to that point of the cape, upon which 
the two guns had been placed, for the 
purpose of firing a royal salute. Upon 
arriving there, a circle was formed round 
the flag, which then remained unfolded at 
the foot of the staff, upon which it was to 
be displayed, in a few minutes. 

The document ceding the cape, was then 
read, as was also the receipt for the money, 
paid to the chief of Combo, for the cession 
of it. The flag waj9 ijxen hoisted to the 
mast-head, in the same form that it was when 
lying at the foot of the staff, on reaching its 
destination, by a sudden jerk^ it was unfolded, 
and was gallantly blown out, by a fresh sea 
breeze, the first of twenty one guns, the 
royal salute, being at the saine time fired, 
which having terminated, the ceremony closed, 
by returning to the station house, and 
in conjunction with the *" distinguished " 
native guests, a pic-nic refreshment was par- 
taken of, after which, arrangements were 
made for the accommodation of the qtG^cj^r, 
and party of soldiers, who for,%^# 
would garrison the place. 
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The object more prtrticolarly in view with 
reference to the occupation of this portion 
of the Combo territorjr, was the location of 
a liffgie body (about eight hundred) of liber- 
ated Africans, whom, having been carelessly 
applied for, wercient from Sierra Leone, 
long before any proper arrangements for their 
reception had been formed; some were therefore 
sent to Mac Carthy*s Isliand, and' some were 
sent to make bricks at Laming; in either case, 
they were treated with very little regard to 
the character under which they travelled, 
for it would seem Aat the designation of 
" liberated, '* had been applied, merely because 
they enjoyed no freedom lit all; it would 
have been better" to have left them at Sierra 
Leone, where at least proper site^ for villages 
had already been selected, and ' peopled with 
these negroes, than whom, no cla&s of men 
have ever been victims of wilder theoiy, a 
a theory conceived in the most benevolent 
and compassionate spirit, and pursued with 
a devoted enthusiasm, which blinded itself 
to impossibilities. The fable of attempting to 
"wash the blackamoor white," had been 
altogether overlooked. 

This intentio& however, has not been car- 
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ried out> but the other has^ that of erectiiig 
residences for private use. As for the liberated 
African, he is now indeed liberated, for the 
department is. broken up, aad he alld wed 
the priviledge of finding food, bousoy and 
employment, the best way he can; Tb^ 
feeling of the Baccow people,, was at first 
hostile to the cession of the cape, but that 
soon vanished, when they fcund • Aat • the f 
houses built by ti^ie Engliahi thejre, would 
each form a market for; the . produce . they 
might raise beyond . dieir own wants ; they 
were also relieved from the payment; of 
some dues, exacted, :by the chidF of Combo/ 
who uniformly made use of his. tributary; 
towns, to enlarge the means of the royal: 
excl:^ec[ue£, besides which,"; the Baccow. people . 
had, by trading with Bathurst, became ac* 
quainted with the habits, and customs, of 
the place, with which th^y had always lived 
iipon terms of great kindness*. It is.jbari^y 
possible that something benefici^ to these 
Africans, Qihe liberated) might have . been 
ejBGected, and perhaps have led Uiem tp an 
improved state of life, had the views of the 
governor been followed up, for they wext 
then superintended by two g^niiemeui^ ex- 

k5 
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perienced in tlie managemeTity and character 
of the negtc>, lurid who forbore to treat with 
haste^ and coarseness, the ignorance which 
these beingd neeessarily labour under, and who 
were comeqnetitly looked up to as protectors, 
rather than masters; while others suddenly 
a^rivitjg fr^m England, and possibly not 
selected fron* a class much given to the study 
of the habits, and dispositions of mankind, 
erronously govern by their own passions, 
and feelihgJB, rather than by an adroit guidance 
bf those charadteristics in the persofw subject 
to hJs c(>ntrol. Habit& can seldom be violently 
eradicated, without entailing a desire to return 
to them^ although by a. mild perse veranice, 
in an alterative system, much may be done 
to render theni fefes permciouB to the indivi- 
dual, and con^Uently more beneficial to the 
general community^ &>jr instance, it was TptD- 
posed by the governor, that th^ n^roes should 
hold the ground upon the annual payji&ent 
of si certain quantity of produce, actually 
raised upon their several allotments, this 
would have commenced a babbit of liability, 
arid the cultivation of their own allotments, 
could always hate been ascertained by in- 
spection. 
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On the 4th of August^ the king of Barra sent 
over a woman, who with her servant, whom she 
had brought with her from Goree, had fled 
from the colony uiider. the charge of having 
sold her;, this was by no mean^i an improbable 
efreat, for the natives who retired from Qoree 
when it was restored to the French, and accom- 
panied the English to the Gambia>' could not 
conceive by what procf3s$ it was that a sl^ve at 
Gorce,;; should become a free person at the 
Ganibia^ without any visible it)tervai^tiDn« :, , 
' Whatever foundation tiheare might hav^ be|en 
ibr the cbarg^> and ^ it • b^fetoied;, very good, 
nodmig was* ioiade - di it: by tl^e magietratea to 
whom the investigation was submitted ^r it was 
ond of' those tases where guilt proclaimed 
itself in tJie prisoiter, but no one • could prove 
its existence;^ However the zeal of his m^esty 
had been so pr<toinently displayed^ that 
an acknowledgement of it, became impei^a- 
tive, ' therefore he, was presented wit^ two 
*R«8 candlelstioks and, five .pounds ;«f motild 
cindles. • ; . , f." ,i ^ n ...• ,. ■. 

/ ' Ti€ fever now begaij to^ $bio^^ itsejf ;' two out 
of four, of the ^ffiiOerd, of> t}|^.g^jfiiso^ wi^r-e 
attacked by it> one of them Dn Bi;i:ton the staff 
surgeon, and the only medical man. 12^ the 
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town fit tQ be trufitefl. with the treatmeat o£ a 
fever; he was- unqaestionably skilfal, and 
seldom lost a patient—others were less happy 
in the result of their practice. From the 
success which attended :! the endeavour to 
carry the water which felly froooi the island, 
hopes were entertained that the sickness: would 
be diminished, but their hopes were fallacious ; 
every day now added some fresh case of fever, 
slight or severe m it might be. It was painful 
to cojpae to the conclusion, that whatever was 
done, regaxdleiw of labour 4wid expenditure, 
ftill the. climate remained unchanged ; the task 
of elevating Africa^ or Africaz^a^ has^ in this an 
inseparable obstacle, the ctirse set, as is> sup- 
posed, ^pon these piaittarespecially, "bondmen 
shalt thou be ibr ever,'' and .^^ henceforth fhou 
shalt serve thy brethren," cannot be removed by 
human hands ; when we consider the tin^e.aDd 
efforts which have been lavished upon Africa 
by talented and enthusiastic men— when we 
reflect upon the state of St. Domingo, controlled 
as for nearly fifty years it ^has been by a negro 
population— both places enjoy iog a large por- 
tion of European trade-^when one sees the 
first as far removed from civilization and 
Christianity as e^rit was-mand when one finds 
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that the expulsion of the French from the last, 
has only been the signal for a retrograde 
movementy and a fuU retarn to. African feedings 
and cnstoms— -the possibility of giving to Africa 
the institutions of Europe^ becomes a question 
no longer of feeling, or raving philanthropy, 
but once to be submitted to the ordeal of plain 
common sense. . . .; 

This evening a sail-maker of African birtii, 
came to cut out a sail for the boat which the 
governor had pxirchased ; he was reputed to be 
the best; he took the canvasft^ spread it <iut 
apparently with great method, and got a line 
to mark the shape as he might be directed, t^at 
shape was to be triangular ; be' then regarded 
the work he bad so far proceeded > in, as* ;to 
appear completely puzzled aboiit the next i step, 
and then as if conscious fot-the first time of liis 
incapability he looked imploringly in the* face 
of the governor, observing, ** governor— *m6 no 
sabbee this cloth;" and dropped his knife in 
despair; fortunately tins was a branch of his 
profession to which the governor (a sailor, as the 
reader is reminded) had' paid some attentioni^so 
taking the^ sail-maker^s place> he dut the sail 
out himself. 
■; The governor of ihe settlemienta must be a 
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working governor, if he means to be of any use 
either to himself or to the colony ; if, otherwise, 
he had better be paid for sitting in Downing 
street all day long with his cocked hat upon his 
head, in all the solemn dignity of a political 
ferret, relieved from starvation by having the 
bones of the rabbit at last thrown to him -, by 
this he would only consume a portion of the 
British reveune, without injuring the prospects 
of others, or creating ill feeling in the colony. 

A Fr0nc^> getitleBtan called this morning 
(13th Augasi,) upon some coBiimercial business, 
as well as to speak upon Compensation for the 
schooner ^* Seiieganibia '' : which; had been 
seized, fitted as a slav-er in iSritish waters by 
the '^Saracen "brig of war, very legally, and 
afterwards surrendered up very cowardly by 
the British goTernment. He belonged to the 
house of Marbeau at Goree, and informed the 
governor that it is the practice of the govern- 
ment there to bring slaves, select such as may 
be fit for the office of a soldier, and then sell 
the remainder, the price for whom was upon an 
average £13 per headj at Sierra Leone the 
English practice is, to tnra the slares into a 
yard> as a flock of sheep might be, humourously 
call them ^^ liberated Africans," then take such 
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as military discernment shall proclaim proper 
for the profession of arms into the service of 
England ; the Dutch buy them of the king 
of Ashantee, as soldiers for Java, the money 
being kept to support their families, and 
entrusted to the king's care ! ! ! the whole 
scheme of extirpating the slave trade has been 
an Enormous deception, save only with those 
ardent and enthusiastic men who originated 
the endeavour; with statesman the eande of 
the negro has been taken up and cast' aside, 
just as it became necessary or otherwise fbr 
political purposes-^in the colonies made the 
receptacle of the captured negro, he has been 
unconsciously doomed to wear a red c6at and 
carry a musket -*or he has been apprenticed to 
those who themselves could teach notMng«-and 
he has to the royal navy, only, been the means 
of making any return for the trouble of tsdting 
him. At present the fete of the negro no 
longer troubles the mind of the British nvinister, 
because the great dissenting body of England 
has ceased to think him wotth its consideration, 
when by his abartd6nment it gets sngstr cheaper, 
and ofFefs a promise! of selling more mand- 
factufes; these argument* have quieted the 
dissenting philanthropy, and allows the eandi- 
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date to go to the hustings unattended by the 
woodcut of the chained and kneeling negro, 
exclaiming with an agonized countenanpe, and 
con^pressed hands^ ''am I not a nian, and a 
bijother!" this spectacle once so sublime in Jthe 
eyes of the ^^ liberal'' minister, has totally 
faded from his view, and the ^^ brother " who. 
formerly made the stepping stone for him to 
reach the treasury bench, is now altogether 
kicked away, when the same minister can 
wriggle himself, like a climbing sweep .boy,' 
by another though fully as obscure a channel 
to the same bench, the difference however 
is great — the exterior of the one — and 
the interior of the other is thoroughly blacls:- 
ened. 

The secretary very kindly sent to the govern- 
ment house a great delicacy this evenings 
nothing less than the whole leg of an ostrich, 
which a negro brought up balanced upon liis 
shoulder, holding the club foot in his hand, the 
thick upper part hanging over his back; 
amongst all the valuable research in gastronomy 
said to belong to the aldermanic body, it does 
not appear by any of their observations, or by 
their practice, that the thigh or the fillet of the 
oi^trich has ever graced the civic feast ; and for 
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the sake of the poor bird, it is hoped it never * 
will, for once was the delicious character of this 
part of the creature known, its numbers would 
be incredibly thinned to gratify palates already 

satiated, indeed saturated with turtle soup, land 

• . • • ■ ■ ■ ■ . ' ' ' . ' ■ • ■ 

other such well known luxuries; let the limb 

of the ostrich hang for a time, tlien 'dress it in 

rather thin steaks, serve it up very hot, properly 

„coi>p.Med by Hervey. I»/«.d .h*; ^ 

be a dish which neither the beefsteake of England . 

nor the turtle steak of the Indies caii rival; the 

latter is out of the question — and as venison is^ 

to mutton, so is ostrich to beef; the flavor and 

tenderness surpasses anything of the kind, and 

venison is not easier of digestion; it should 

appear upoi^ the occasion of the next civic feast 

in London, for, by some means, anything caid 'be 

produced there in these days. 

The fever attacked a European lad Wnbm 
the governor had brought out as ia jstable boy ; 
the poor lad was an orphan and gladly seized 
the opportunity of getting into servideV being 
a hard-working and well-disposed beiiig f his 
attack threatened to be very severe. * 

August the 2^nd, was the period for apj)6int-" 
ing a sheriff for the settlement of Bathurst', and 
therefore that business was in progress, but 
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npon examination the governor discovered that 
act of the governor and coancil of Sierra Leone 
applied only to the sheriff of that colony; 
certainly under this act a sheriff for Bathurst 
always had been appointed^ but t^e governor 
might just as well have appointed that oflScer 
under an act of the governor and council of 
Trinidad, or any other colony; all the acts 
therefore of the several sheriffs of Bathurst 
were altogether illegal ; in consequence of this, 
the governor declined to appoint any sheriff 
at all, but refer the matter to the wisdom of 
Downing street; the colony was in this happy 
position — a sheriff could not be legally ap- 
pointed by the act of Sierra Leone> as it stood, 
but it was to Sierra Leone that Bathurst could 
then only look for her laws, by which arrange- 
ment she was prevented from availing herself 
of the law of England— an appeal therefore 
to Sierra Leone became immediately necessary, 
and for some months the colony had no sheriff 
at all to arrest her majesty's offending lieges. 

The day after, the town and settlement suf- 
fered under a terrific visitation of Locusts; 
it is impossible to imagine the appearance of 
the atmosphere when a flight of locusts is 
passing through it; literally, the rays of the 
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sun are shorn of their power under the shade 
of this moving multitude of insects ; when first 
seen, they appear as a long dark line of dust 
or smoke rising above the horizon, sometimes 
towering in a vast volume an enormous height, 
then sweeping along the face of the country— 
hardly any vegetation is left untouched — and 
that possessing any sacharine product, is sure 
to be destroyed, — utterly and entirely de- 
voured. About eleven o'clock this dark and 
strange appearance was seen rising .over the 
Combo country, to the south; at first it was 
supposed to be smoke, but upon examination 
with a glass, its real character was discerned ; 
it seemed stationary> for a time, over Baccow, 
but haviiig probably devoured all the suste- 
nance provided by that district, on it moved, 
in one dense mass, the right wing of which was 
seen over the country as far as the glass oould 
penetrate, and the left stretched iai over the 
sea, into which myriads were falling, without 
apparently decreasing the numbers. 

At length the whole body reached the town 
and settlement ; in the former, in less than 
twenty minutes ; not a particle of green was to 
be seen in any of the gardens, excepting when 
the plant bore within it either an axjid, or 
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astringent juice, the ground nut and yam there- 
fore escaped^ but all the farinaceous plants and 
those producing sacharine matter were eaten 
to the roots ; while, of the .leaves of trees, espe- 
cially those of the coco-nut, nothing remained 
but the mere fibre. to, which the more vegetable 
part had been attache4^ besides this desolation, 
it was almost impossible to moye out of the 
house in consequence^ of the severe blows in- 
flicted on the fecc'^by the flight of the locusts, 
as it whirled aflong In its ^devouring course. 
A horse "cduld i^l fee made to face.the flight, 
so i&cessant was thie ^tteam beating against his 
eyesi The colotfr of the flag of a schooner 
sailiiig into the harbour not more than a quarter 
of a mle distant could hardly be distinguished ; 
and lastly the stench arising from the ground 
where they had fallen, and were dying in layers, 
resembled, and equalled, the horrible effluvia 
exhaling from the slave crowded deck of a slave 
ship ; it was absolutely necessary to keep men 
sweeping the exhausted locusts from the colo- 
nades of the government house, to remove the 
smell as far as might be possible from the rooms ; 
but it filled the atmosphere until the sun had 
completely dried up the dead bodies on the 
ground. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

DBSOLATIOIT CAVSBD Br LOCUeTa.-— MELVtlLE Tlt- 
LAOB.^ — BAINS SREAKIHO TJP.-^A TOBKADO AV 
BATHDBST.— BABBA THRBATBIT8 TO " STOP THE 
BOADS"— THE QOYBRSOU TtlKEATBITH TO STOP 

PAYMENT. COUPARATITB MBBFTS OF UBtS^ 

ATED AFRICAN AND OTHEB NATITes— lAN ALARM 
AT MQHT. — TBE JOLUB HII.K WOMAN.— UE»- 
SE^OEBS AND " eWEBTKOUTB. "-t-OFFBB88IV]1 
SEASON.— PETER ABOUNDLNQ.— FO^UOtJSM 

aOTEBNOB ABBIVES.—,HI8 VIEWS. 4 PBTBB AT 

OOTERNMENT BODSE.— BEOOTEBX.-rBEASlON FOR 
MENTIONINQ IT. — DANGBEOUS MA^DIMOO B^ 
JOICINO. — BEMOVAE OF IT, 

The next morning tlie governor got on faors^- 
back to ascertain the extent of the injury 
inflicted by this dreadful scourge upon, the 
settlement. A few attempts have been made 
to establish villages after the Sierra Leone, 
fashion, not considering that here the spil is 
nothing but sea sand, and at the other colony it 
is a fine rich loam generally, in one or two lo- 
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cations stony ; of course the endeavour iai\&i 
so far as the purposes of cultivation were isfi 

Tolved, and there is but ono now to be set 
that of Melville; thia is composed of i 
detached structures called by courtesy " coW 
tages," in which liberated Africans are livii^ 
in excessive poverty and indolence ; the soil, al 
is admitted, cannot recompense the laboureffl 
whoever he might be ; the only spots at » 
capable of returning pioduce being the low»l 
spaces between the lines of sand hdls which 
follow the beach ; in these the rain having re- 
mained longer than on the flats, some decayed 
vegetation has accumulated till a semblance of 
soil has been collected, and here some little rice 
has been sown ; it sprang up a miserable sickly 
plant, and the produce of the few patches there 
were, not exceeding altogether half a dozen 
acres, fell a victim to the voracity of the locusts 
which had visited the settlement ; not a green 
blade, or a leaf was to be seen ; in twelve hours 
vegetation had vanished. 

There is no excuse for the indolence of the 
liberated Africans, otherwise than that found in 
their nature, for there is always quite employ- 
ment enough to be found in Batbursl, if there 
is none in the agriculture of the island ; they 
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prefer idling their lives in the aun, to industry 
beneath its rays, and continue, by selling a 
liquor made from the grain of the Palm tree, to 
purchase the little they require for food, and 
some tawdry finery to display upon a Sunday ; , 
there is in Melville a small Wesleyan chapel, 
whicK although opened and attended by a 
reader of that persuasion every evening, and 
not iinfrequenily by one of the iUission, yet it 
never had a congregation in it at those times 
beyond the reader and at moat two others ; the 
ouly thing in which Melville is very remarkable 
is the number of its wretched dogs, which 
scramble out from every hole to bark at the 
heels of the horses of those who may be riding 
by. Why Melville was ever built is incompre- 
heneible; it was only removing lazy men a 
mile and a half farther from the labour of 
Batburst, than they would have been ; and this 
to give them sand for a soil I It was certainly 
building upon a foundation of sand. 

. The orphan lad Griffen, already mentioned, 
had been sent to the Cape station, and became 
convalescent, but in consequence of the necessity 
of using mercury liberally, a large portion of 
one of the jaw bones came away, causing to hin» 

at the moment a considerable alaro 
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governor being advised to remove him from 
the climate, he was found a passage home. 

September is now about to commence, and 
now also commences the season most dangerous 
to health ; there is little or no wind, over the 
land hangs either a white dense exhalation, or 
otherwise a thin mist is falling ; the surface of 
the sea is unruffled, it has the appearance of 
molten lead, and its wave hardly sounds as it 
rolls up the beach in its diminished size and 
force. The irritability of the community is 
rapidly increasing, and every thing seems to 
argue the approaching climax of the sickly 
season. The first victim was the infant boy of 
the chief of the Wesleyan mission ; and bitterly 
his father felt the deprivation, well also as he 
knew, and endeavoured to practise the duty of 
resignation to the will of Him whom he served 
with zeal and sincerity of heart ; poor child ! 
tenderness might prolong, but could not save 
his life ; he died with his hands clasped round 
his father's neck, as they often before had been 
in play, affection and laughing health. 

This season, (September) was ushered in 
by a terrific tornado, upon the last day of 
August ; the morning had been unusually 
close, apd oppressive, a livid, misty, atmos- 
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phere to the eastward especially bespoke 
some awful interruption to the stillness which 
reigned; and about noon^ a remote rumbling 
of thunder was heard^ in that quarter^ clouds 
were seen concentrating their dark masses 
and piled in columns gradually towered above 
the horizon; heavily they moved for three 
hours towards Bathurst^ successively closing 
from view the hills, and forests, as they 
wrapped them in their impenetrable folds, 
at length, the dark shadow was cast upon 
the distant verge of the river, and fiercely a 
long line of the whitest foam, was observed 
to be driven along, by some irresistible power, 
chafing, as if infuriated by its repose being 
so ruthlessly disturbed. 

At this time every thing living in Bathurst 
seemed to be sensible of the necessity of shelter ; 
women were squalling to their errant children, 
men were drawing the loose mantle of the 
country dresses close round their bodies and 
retiring from their occupations, dogs were 
slinking suddenly in doors, and lank pigs were 
moving along in a dogged trot, with their 
noses, nearly on the ground, apparently expres- 
sing their feelings, in a grunt or modified squeak 
as the nature of their contemplations might 
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suggest ; aad a canoe freighted with passengers 
from Barra, was Btriying might and main to 
gain the shore before the stoim came down in 
all its merciless fury. 

At length it came — at once it swept along 
in the fulness of its majestic and fiirious gran- 
deur ; no heavy monitory drops were heralds 
of its approach;- in one instant wind, rain, 
lightning and thunder strove for the ascendancy 
with ungovernable and unlimited force ; some 
considerable number of men and women chiefly 
of the Jolur tribe ; wiose occupation consisted 
in bringing the minor things of domestic ose 
for sale, had resolutely determined to sustiun 
the attack in the old market place, and making 
themselves as low as possible they covered with 
their mantles the property on which their daily 
meal depended; the body of the tornado 
seemed to be directly over Bathurst; the light- 
ning glanced along the streets, and the thunder 
rolled its heavy peal, or followed in crashing 
reverberations each flash ; the rain and wind 
was unabated ; lower and loTver crouched the 
poor Jolur market people, till regardless of the 
water which was driven in upon them, they 
stretched themselves on the floor in one dark 
mass, clasping their property with trembling 
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hands. A stream of lightning darted through 
the conflict, and in an instant a large tree which 
stood near the market-house^ was srhatteredi 
scattering its fragments in myriads of pieces 
tSL around, some of which were blown beneath 
the roof amongst the already too terrified 
tenants of the floor. 

A wild scream arose, within ; some rose up, 
baskets with fowls inside, then were Icwt 
hold of, and came rolling along befbre the fury 
of the storm — each fcwl was fluttering, and 
screaming, for its release, so long as the 
basket remained closed, but if out- of the 
wicker prison, then they were open to any 
fete in the creation, dependent u]^oti drii mercy 
of an A&ican tornado. To save the scattered 
property, there was a sudden rush, and such 
was the strength of the wind, that in a mo- 
ment the Jolurs were carried before it, and 
appeared to be blown together, and about 
the place, in vain attempting to fly from 
the terror of the storm; some took shelter 
behind one wall, some behind another, others 
chased their rolling baskets, inefiectually, and 
Jolurs, fowls, fruit, gourds of palm wine, all 
bounced about in the wildest confusion, xinder 
t^e influence of the inexorable tyranny of the 

L 3 
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tornado ; till they seemed but shadows in 
the more distant parts of the scene. 

The storm had been in progress about half 
an houTy and now its giant vengeance had 
been wreaked upon the devoted track, over 
which its range had passed. The lightning 
now flashed far in the west, the wind had 
lulled nearly to a calm, and absence of the 
rain gave again to view the distant eastern 
hills. The surface of the wide river no longer 
foamed, but bore upon its now imruffled, but 
undulating bosom, the streaks of white froth 
which stretched along it — ^but the canoe j&om 
the Barra side, with passengers ! had it got 
to the shore? or the fearful question — what 
had become of it ? from the beach none could 
see — but the Kroomen of the governor's 
galley are seen launching the boat — and in 
an instant more, are paddling to seaward, 
as if striving to overtake the retreating storm, 
the canoe was their object ; it had been dis- 
covered, by means of a glass, from the upper 
colonnade of the government house, upset, with 
some people clinging to the bottom; the gal- 
ley was in consequence sent, and brought 
them in safety to Bathurst; three out of 
fifteen, who had embarked from Barra, were 
alone saved ! ! 
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This tornado seemed to be the clearing 
storm, no rain afterwards fell of any conse- 
quence, the deluges had diminished into nothing 
more than simshine showers, but from the 
ground there arose an incessant steam, enough 
Ibr 1^ the steam engines in the universe, 
could it have been concentrated in a boiler. 
The fever, which uniformly attends this period 
of drying up, was not of so virulent a type, 
as that which had preceded it, when the ex- 
periment upon the nature of the water was 
under trial, by the clerk of the government 
works, and as it was believed that by aban- 
doning his process, the sickness of the colony 
was very much ameliorated, upon the present 
occasion. 

A rupture with the king of Barra, was 
threatened, in eonsequence of some men from 
a place called Tucolore, having expatriated 
themselves against the king's orders. His 
Majesty was very vehement, and alreeuly had 
stopped a ' drove of oxen on their way to 
the water side, to embark for Bathurst; of 
this he sent word to the governor, with a 
farther intimation, that he should ^^ stop all 
the roads, " through his country, tiU the men 
were given up, nothing was alleged againiit 
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them, farther than disobedience, therefore the 
demand was altogether untenable, and the 
gOTernor returned for an answer, '^that alt 
men were at liberty to enter, and remain 
at Bathurst, so long as they observed the 
laws of the place; nevertheless, that if great 
criminality, such as murder, could be proved, 
the governor would always consider a demand 
upon that ground, with deep attention; at 
present, the Tucolore men certainly would not 
be molested, and that if cattle could not come 
through Sarra, they could through Combo, 
but that the governor felt eiKtremely pained, 
in feeling it his duty to withhold £:om the 
king of Barra, all payments and presents, while 
the roads were stopped by him. 

In order to ascertain from some data, the re- 
lative moral characters of the lower classes 
forming the chief of the five thousand inhabitants 
of the settlement of Bathurst, the governor had 
some time ago directed the police magistrate 
to make a return every Saturday, of the 
number of persons brought up for adjucation, 
by him, during the week, the report indicating 
at the same time, the name, and ofifence of 
the accused, with also that of the tribe he 
owned, and whether liberated African. Out 
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of the &ve thousand, eight or nine hundred 
were liberated Africans, oiie hundred more 
may be set aside for Europeans, and natiye 
traders, not likely to incur the interference 
of the police magistrate, and the remainder, 
four tbouBaod, were of the several tribes that 
lived at Bathurst. By these letume, afi^er 
about six months hiid elapsed, it was found 
that out of fourteen offences, eleven were, 
upon an average, committed by the liberated 
Africans, although the less guilty party, were 
about four to one nunierically more. Here 
was an irrefutable proof of the inutility of 
laying out such sums upon the slave of 
western Africa, whose conduct, when placed 
in contradistinction to that of the Jaloff, 
Mandingo, Jolur, Foulah, and others, sbowed 
themselves as seven to three, more disposed 
to crime, without taking into consideration, 
the difference of their respective numbers, 
which made it infinitely more, for the liber- 
ated African, to whom moral, and rcligione 
instruction had been extended. 

Of the habits of the governor, that of rising 
very early was one, and not unfrequently 
he was writing at three in the morning, by 
which means, the excessive heat of the day 
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was eyaded; so troublesome^ is the heat^ in- 
deed, during that time^ that it becomes quite 
necessary to place a double sheet of blotting 
paper beneath the hand^ in order to prevent 
the paper becoming too damp to write upon. 
One morning, while so engaged, the gorernor 
thought he heard some one prowling in the 
colonnade, and listening attentively, his sup- 
|>o8ition was confirmed, thieves naturally 
suggested themselves as the only persons who 
would be likely to be moving at such a time, 
the sentry, having, like a confiding " lib, *' 
(the diminutive of "libetativis African,") 
probably long ago fallen into a sound slumber, 
not having any more appropriate weapon in 
his private room, the governor armed him- 
self with a thick shoe, and sallied forth, catching 
sight of the outline of the figure whose 
identity it was desirable to discover, he stole 
gently along, when suddenly the figure en- 
creased his pace, and was apparently making 
for another room, leading to the staircase ; 
upon which the governor darted forwards, 
at the same time, hurling the shoe, which 
struck the door the figure was opening, with 
great violence, in a line with its head, it 
started back, and looked round to see from 
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whence came so suddenly, a missile^ and 
projected with so accurate an aim^ when the 
governor closed up with it. 

^: Who are you " cried the representative of 
the sovereign. 

*^ I am Mr. « the queen's advocate. Sir ; 

and I hope you have not another shoe about 
you," i-eplied the figure ; and sure enough it 
was so ; the queen's advocate and his lady, had 
recently arrived from the Cape De Vejrd 
Islands/ and were the same who have been 
already mentioned as being at Mac Carthy's 
Island upon the first arrival of the governor, 

where Mr. was then commandant; not 

having been able to procure a suitable residence, 
the governor invited them to the government 
house, and gave them rooms during the wet 
season, or indeed until they could find a prOpet 

residence; Mr. had been awake that 

night some time, and had also observed a strong 
light gleaming upon the upper part of the 
colonnade ; not being aware of the governor's 
habits, he soon satisfied his mind that the roof 
was on fire, and commenced his course of dis- 
covery; which having completed, he was 
. quietly returning, when his footstep caught the 
governor's ear, and caused the movement 

L 5 . 
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described; all which haying been mutually 
explained^ the two authorities laughing at each 
other's errors, withdrew to their respective 
rooms. 

This however did not alter the governor's 
pilictice with reference to early hours ; in such 
. a climate as Africa, the early period of the 
morning is delightful, and if the cigar and glass 
is repudiated, and an early hour for retiring 
adopted, there will be plenty of time for sleep ; 
moreover by six o'clock you will be inclined to 
dose again, and having done so much work, 
you can afford to sleep till nine o'clock, then a 
bath, and breakfast will perfectly refresh and 
render you equal to interviews with kings, 
merchants, and complainants, as many as may 
appear. 

It was early one morning that the governor 
became a witness of great feeling in a poor 
Jolur woman; a party of men were passing to 
their work under the superintendent, who was 
also the interpreter, willing to give him some 
instructions, the governor called him. At the 
same time an old Jolur woman was coming 
towards the house at a quick running pace, 
with a basket containing sundry bottles of milk 
upon her head, she entered the court-yard, and 
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Senegal, the servant met her as she deposited 
the basket upon the ground ; enquiring where 
she came from, she bent low and answered, 
"from the Jolur town," a small assemblage of 
huts upon the edge of the swamp about two 
miles off — every morning and evening shaJ 
trotted in and out, for she never went at a if 
slower rate, with a supply of milk for those who 
bought of her regularly ; she could not be leas 
than sixty years of ag'c, shrivelled, emaciated, 
and slight in frame ; yet this work she per- 
formed daily with cheerfulness. Through the 
interpreter the governor said something kind to 
her, and from the colonnade threw down a small 
piece of money as a reward for her industry ; 
the poor creature instantly fell on her knees, 
and placing her hands over her face bowed 
them in the dust, and offered thanks in the 
roost feeling manner for the notice she had 
received, and for tho trifle which had been 
given ; then rising she picked up her basket, 
and trotted from the court, ail the time thank- 
fully rejoicing in her good fortune, for in such 
estimation the trifling gift was held. 

The Jolurs are a very impotent and solitary 
race, and wholly given up to the least laborious 
of pastoral pursuits, which made the individual 
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exertion of this poor woman the more con- 
spicuous ; they exist upon a little rice, and food 
of that description, which they render more 
palatable by mixing it with milk, one, two, or 
more cows being kept by every family. A 
small number of this tribe have settled upon 
the island forming the colony, but as if deter- 
mined to keep themselves aloof from the rest of 
the people, they have fixed their huts upon 
a piece of dry ground, almost surrounded by 
the mangrove morass; hardly can they be an 
object of envy to any of the creation; here 
however they live, and from hence the little old 
woman trotted every morning, for she never 
was known to alter that pace, loaded with her 
basket full of bottles of milk ; or as it is termed 
by the African very generally, ^^milluk," in 
the same manner that "egg/^ is spoken ^* egga," 
and " sick," ^' sicka," being unable to drop the 
soimd of the last letter in time. 

An officer of the government attempted by a 
very low and unworthy contrivance, to displace 
the secretary from the high position he held in 
the estimation of the^olony, and of the colonial 
office; the plot was unravelled^ and being laid 
before the secretary: of state at home> the 
= itffemiex^qww^^ and Mr. Mantell, the 
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late conimandtr of Mac Carthy's Island, was 
promoted to his ofHce. 

The king of BaiTa sent two messengers to 
receive for him the annual payment made for 
hie ceEBiOQ of a line of const ; but his majesty 
having shewn some donkey Bulkinees, the 
governor sent them back to inform the king 
that the treaty required him to receive the 
payment in person, and that when he came for 
it he should have it ; the messengers laughing 
and asked, " what had become of the governor's 
'swcctmouth?" to which it was replied, "that 
as soon as the ' drying up ' time had passed, 
'sweetmouth' came to every one, whether 
irhite or black;" upon which they left, 
saying, "we come back in one moon'' or at 
the end of October, when the country is con- 
sidered to be pretty well dried, and people are 
losing their irritability. 

The evening rides are now beginning again 
whenever the tide is sufficiently out to allow of 
riding on the beach ; few will yet venture upon 
the inland road which verges on the edge of 
. the swamp; the close heat during the day is 
. beginning to be eKCcasive, and the evening, or 
■ a tornado to clear tlie aimosphtTe, is looked to 
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end of September 9 nature seems to have 
become eneryated^ and the human mind hardly 
hopes to find relief from the heaviness with 
which it is oppressed; stretched upon a sofa 
the day is passed desiring the evening, and the 
sleepless night is occupied in wishing for 
daylight ; anything to hasten on those cooler 
moments, when life again appears to undergo 
a renewal. From the beginning of September 
tiU the middle of October, it is like living in 
the steam of a laundry, only the exhalations 
from the ground, render the vapour breathed 
much more disagreeable than that arising from 
soap*8udB ; the European is indeed a wretched 
object at this period, physical strength, and 
mental energy alike prostrated, he wanders, or 
rather lies about *^ infirm of purpose " as of 
mind, awaiting the fine fresh sea breeees of the 
succeeding season. 

The clerk of the works, Mr. Spalding, died 
this day, October 15di, and the military com- 
mandant is dangerously ill; the former had 
been warned that he could not survive this 
season, if he chose to encounter it. Many 
other fever cases took place at this time, by far 
the most dangerous to health. Every one is 
irritable, and predisposed to put the most un- 
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pleasing construction on the words and actioiui I 
of others, leaving themselTes to wonder at their 
conclusions, when the sea hreeaes have restored 
an harmonioua tone to their nerTous Bystem in 
the moutlis of December and January; providen- 
tially the sea breezes last during three-fourths i 
of the year, so the time for disaraogementof th* I 
intellectual organs is camparatively short ; was 
it of longer duration, each Airicau colony 
should have an asylum for those suffering under 
temporary derangement, erected in it. 

On the 23rd a Portuguese brig ai'rivcd, having 
on board an officer of that nation, going out to 
be the governor of their settlement in the River 
Biasao, about two hundred miles to the south- 
wai'd ; these governors are little better than 
slave dealers in a small way. There was at 
this tinie strong grounds for supposing that tha 
Fortugoese schooner of war stationed at the 
Cape de Verd Islands was employed for the 
purpose of bringing from Bissao, a few negroes 
every trip she made who were supplied with 
the dress of sailors for the occasion, and borne 
upon the books of the schooner during the 
voyage ; having ai'rived at St. Jago, they were 
then transferred, and probably very shortly 
afterwards found themselves marching upoi 
sugar plantation in the Brazils or in Cuba. 
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However the governor could only be kno^n 
as a governor^ so a boat with the secretary was 
sent to invite him to dine with his staff at 
the government house requesting to know at 
the same time at what hoiir he would land. 
His excellency was much gratified at the atten- 
tion^ and named four o'clock for his visit to the 
government house, after which he proposed to 
place himself for the rest of the day at the dis- 
posal of the governor of the colony ; stating 
however, that .he had already accepted the in- 
vitation of one of the merchants to reside at his 
house during the time his excellency remained 
at Bathurst; an arrangement probably con- 
nected with some mercantile transactions 
between them, for the Portuguese governor 
of these petty and generally unknown places, 
are from necessity obliged to embark in some 
speculative undertaking to find means of sub- 
sistence, since their salaries are little, and 
doubtfully paid, or otherwise nothing at all; 
it is therefore that at Bissao the governor is 
suspected of slave dealing, as he is at Prince's 
Island, in the Bight of Biafra ; and in uttering 
copper money, coined at New York, the 
governor of St. Thomas', coast of Africa, is 
also supposed to be extremely zealous. 
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The dinner hour arrived and "with it some 
six or seven well*informed and banditti look* 
ing ttien^ perhiaps for that class of adventurers 
too fiercely moustached^ whitened^ and bearded 
for the ta6te of an Englishman, whose pride it 
once was to have these dirty looking append* 
ages to distinguish the continental races of 
students, warriors, and adventurers of all 
grades. The governor himself was a quiet 
little man^ simply dressed in ^^muftiS," having 
a ribbon with an order attached, &8tened upon 
hi^ coat; he seemed very sensible of his 
position, and affected no pride of place, hoped 
he should make it anffwer, — asked about the 
English ships of war cruising in the neigh* 
bourbood of Bissao, the distance from St. 
Jago, one of the Cape de Yerd Islands, and 
wkether from calms the voyage to and from 
it was of a protracted Batitre,-t**a line of en- 
quiry which had a tendency to expose the 
direction of his excellency -s thoughts^ The 
party broke up about: ten o'clock, after a con* 
siderable consumption of tobacco had taken 
place in the colonnade, in: whith however the 
quiet little governor took no part 

In the evening of the next day> he rode 
with the governer of the settlement, in which 
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ride the enquiries of the previous evening 
upon an enlarged scale were repeated, as was 
also the conversation continued at dinner 
the same evening; whether or not the Por- 
tuguese senhor imagined £rom the readi- 
ness of the English governor to engage 
in this discussion, that he himself did a 
stroke of business- with slave dealers, did not 
transpire, but he certainly made his own 
views very clear upon that subject, and pro- 
bably would have been more expUdt, — pro- 
bably have proposed a partnership—- had not 
an event of more interest to the governor of 
Bathurst occurred two days after, which was 
the 24th of October. 

That morning was beautiful, bright, and 
cheered by a fine firesh north-westerly sea 
breeze, bringing life and spirits to the mind 
so long borne down by the heat, rain, and 
subsequent "drying-up," — to crown all, the 
** Emily," a brig from England, came in, 
bringing newspapers, letters, and all manner 
of new things for the colony. The governor 
was seen on horseback at an early hour that 
morning, engaged with one of the superin- 
tendants about the line of a road, the formation 
of which was under consideration; returning 
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to the government house for breakfast, he was 
unable to take any thing but tea, to slake 
an incessant thirst, and subdue an encreasing 
head-ache, occupied his attention; the effort 
being useless^ Dr. Burton of the 3rd West 
India Regiment was eonsulted, — his skill, 
and judgment in the treatment and discovery 
of disease was very prominent; frequently 
before, upon similar occasions, the governor 
had requested his attendance, but he had 
alwaya pronounced "no fever yet;" this 
morning he came, and having gone through 
the usual examination, and preliminaries, pre- 
ceding decision, the doctor said, — "at last 
the fever has got hold of you, and you may 
lay down for a sharp attack, as soon as con- 
venient, and the sooner the better;" upon 
this intimation, the governor retired to his bed, 
when the steady conflict between the healing 
powers entrusted to man, and the destruc- 
tive nature of the fever, began in good earnest. 
The system of Dr. Burton was founded upojx 
the use of mercury, cautiously but boldly ap- 
plied ; and it is certain that, in the hands of 
man alone, a aeoere attack of fever will never 
yield to any other method ; and as no one pos- 
sibly can tell to what extent an incipient attack 
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may go, a prudent man would therefore always 
use mercury at the outset, for three days will 
will very frequently decide the fate of the 
patient, and if the use of mercury is withheld at 
first, its application, or *' exhibition" as the 
term is in medical parlance, will be too late, 
for should it even then affect the system, it will 
not be in time to remove the ravages of the 
fever, and the grave may be ordered ; never- 
theless, and in spite of the success of the 
practice of Dr. Burton, in contradistinction 
to that of one or two dabblers in physic, who 
passed their patients away at a handsome ave- 
rage, every sickly season, he was the only one 
who having decided upon the existence of the 
fever, at once advanced with his calomel 
battery. When the colony is so juvenile, or 
from what cause soever, it may be necessary to 
appoint a '^colonial surgeon," the person 
selected for that office should be * in every 
respect well qualified to take the health of the 
inhabitants in charge, and not one whose only 
knowledge of medicine is from its smell, as he 
vended articles from behind the counter, or 
cleansed the returned bottles and gallipots of 
his employer ; but this office at this period was 
more subject to be the reward of political 
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services^ than to be bestowed firom a considera- 
tion of the merits of the applicant^ and 
necessities of the colony. 

Thejudgmentof Dr. Eurton was in the case 
of the governor as well founded as it had been 
previously in many others^ and a most threat- 
ening accession of fever followed; the doctor 
took up his abode in the government house, 
and, under Providence, nothing but his still 
and incessant watchfulness, although suffering 
himself from illness, saved the governor's life ; 
it was a race between the fever and the mer- 
cury ; the former rapidly overcame the system, 
and the latter was in every way introduced to 
cause a counteraction j at first victory seemed 
on the side of fever, pain had ceased, and 
stupor had succeeded it, the last thing remem^ 
bered was that a hospital attendant waiB 
standing over him rubbing his side most 
unmercifully with mercurial ointment, and then 
delirium closed the senses to every thing 
around. 

It was about two on the morning of the third 
of November, that the governor spoke for the 
first time during three days ; he saw, sitting by 
his bedside, an officer of the military, it was 
Mr. Sail, who with the others had. taken it in 
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turn to watch by him each night of the deliiimn ; 
Dr. Burton was called^ he came &om the 
adjoining room^ and feeKng the wrist said in a 
btirried tone— ** wine, wine, directly,'^ in a 
plaintive, babyish cry, the governor deekred 
that he hated wine; Dr. Bus^ton poured a 
tumbler about half full of sherry, and adding 
a little water, said — ^''come governor d^ink 
this — ^make haste," for 09 these occasions the 
doctor studied the requirements, not the taste 
of his patients j the governor put the glass to 
his lips, when so grateful was the flavor, that so 
long as a drop remained it never lefl them: 
even this was an exertion, and the governor 
fen back, not in the restlessness of delirium, 
but in the composure of a person wanting 
sleep, and in a quarter of an hour he was 
soundly slumbering with every promise of 
a recovery before him. 

The next scene which presented itself was 
broad sunny day-light ; a fine breeze from the 
sea refreshed the air of the room, and a feeling 
of strength and vivacity pervaded the wasted 
frame, and shrunken features of the patient ; an 
attempt to sit up however, proved to what an 
extent the fever had made an inroad upon a 
constitution which Providence had formed to 
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meet its attack, aad had confided in this 
instance to the care of a highly talented man. 

From this hour, the governor rapidly re- 
covered, and was soon seen engaged in the 
customary duties of the office, and pursuits 
of the period. This was the last case of 
fever for the season, and at this time, the 
invalid is greatly assisted in his recovery by 
the prevalence of the cool breezes wloeh blow 
from the north-westward, which when the sun 
got low, were extremely enjoyable in a boat 
upon the wat^, whence, accompanied by 
some one of the society, a row was geneiidly 
taken, every evening, until sufficient strength 
returned to enable the horse to be agttin 
mounted, and the twilight rides resiuned. 

There is not much to interest in the 
details of an illness, so common upon this 
coast of Africa, but to leave it unnoticed, 
would imply an absence of gratitude to Him 
who alone commands the sources of life and 
death, and also auger forgetfulness of the 
friendship of the then secretary of the odony, 
and others who watched in turn, by the «de 
of, as was supposed, a death-bed. 

The 27th of November, is a day greatly 
observed by the Mandingo Mahometans ; here- 
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tofore it had been permitted without restraint, 
but the practices being so replete with danger, 
of the nature of which the governor had been 
apprised, that an order was issued confining the 
observation of the day within the town to 
processions and amusements of an innocent 
description so far as related to danger — as to 
morality, innocence had no part in these 
observances. The Mandingos of Bathurst were 
accustomed to meet others from the adjacent 
towns and. territories, all of them dressed in the 
yellow, blue, or white mantle of the country, 
each man carried in his hand a sword or slung 
one over his shoulder ; a musket also formed a 
general appendage, which were in volleys, or 
independent shots, most unremittingly dischar- 
ged as the processions passed up and down the 
larger street named from the " iron duke," and 
possibly for that reason had a larger amount of 
gunpowder exploded in it ; and over the 
dresses, hat, and every part of the person, the 
"Gris-Gris" were exhibited in profusion. 
After having thus done honor to the Wellington 
statue, the processions in the same manner 
penetrated into every part of the town, nine 
tenths of which being composed of huts 
roofed with the dry reed of the country 
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became extremely likely to be set on fire 
during the time of this celebration of something ; 
and if once on fire, no power on earth would 
prevent a total destruction of every habitation 
there ; for this reason the governor assembled 
a few of the leading Mandingos, and informed 
them of his fears, saying that out of the town 
they might fire away as much gunpowder as 
they pleased^ or have their processions in it 
without firing away any; the Mandingos ac- 
quiesced in the danger, but observed, that 
if the town was fated to be burnt, it would 
be burnt, against any precaution, but that 
the governor was right, and the processions 
were held over the water, upon the- Barra side, 
where, to the satisfaction of the trade, gun- 
powder was fired away all night. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

CHANGE OF WEATHER. — CHANGE OF TEMPER. — 
MESSAGE FROM BARRA. — EMBARRASSED RIDE. — 
MANDINGO AT AN ENGLISH BREAKFAST. — THE 
GOVERNOR A MEDIATOR. — INVITED TO BARAN- 
DING.— HARBOUR PILLED. — ^THE " SENEGAMBIA." 
CHRISTMAS AMONGST THE ANGLO AFRICANS. — 
MARQABON AND THB ^'SALATIC** OF BUSSAM- 
BALLA. — HOUSE BUILDING IN THE BARRA KING- 
DOM.— THE OIPSET's PREDICTION GLIMMBRINO. 
TREATY WITH AFRICAN CBIBFS ON THE RIV£R>- 
DIFFICULTT OP MOVING ABOUT THB RIVSB. — 
ABSURDITY OP MAKINO TREATIES WITH APKICAK 
CHIEFS. — ^AN ENVOY SENT TO GARTABAR ASD 
DUNNTASSEN. — PLEASING PROSPECT FOR HIM. 
NEWS FROM MAC CARTHT's ISLAND. 

It was now December, and the weather ex- 
tremely delightful^ if a few desperately hot 
hours are excepted between ten and three 
oVloci:; the temperature at daylight is not 
more than sixty-eight degrees, with a fine firedi 
northcrlv wind blowinsr, and bracinsr everv one 
iuto health, activity, and ^ood humour ; this is 
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the period for riding, taking an^ exercbe, or 
for writJDg despatches ; all acrimonious feeling 
subsides, and a jaundiced view is taken of no 
occurrence; the secretary of state for the 
colonies may easily determine the beginning 
and end of the sickly seasons in the tropics, by 
the tone of the several governor's writings; 
these productions may be more or less captious 
according to the sensibility of the constitution 
of the individual, but they vill fdso, all of 
tl^m be tinged with a proportionate admixture 
qi bitterness. 

Although not professing any intimacy with 
the science of anatomy, there is one part of it 
so lAeta, so easy to be understood, and if 
acderstood and practised, so productive of 
kindly feeling, that, at the risk of any criticism, 
jt will be here mentioniid, as, at least, a theory 
which cannot be of any injury ; but if it should 
cause one dyspeptic to exchange the tropical 
yeUow of his cheek, for the ruddy glow of a 
■ itor&em clime, and thus save him from 
"■framing, and bis auditors from hearing, many 
--tth expression worked up under an ill con- 
ditioned state of the gastric juice, the theory 
wUl have been rewarded, and the theorist 
gratified. It is thitj ii^^^M^T &t the hack of 
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the stomach is the origin of the nerres, thef 
present a vast mass of the most sensitive of 
substances to be acted upon by snch things as 
may be thrown in contact with them, and wheii 
offended, cause an irritation throughout the 
whole system ; any thing then beconles^ an 
annoyance, and is shaken off, or repelled witH 
what is called , ill humour ; those who have 
passed a long period in tropical climates, find 
the liver to become very liable to torpidity, 
especially in a close, damp, atmosphere, that 
organ then neglects its duties, and the digestion 
consequently not going on properly, fermenta- 
tion and acidity supervene, the nerves are 
offended, and hence pains in the back^ 
shoulders, head, and general disarrangement 
of the system ; the worst of it is, that the 
victim never for a moment allows, or supposes 
himself to be the author of all his discomfort, 
but conceives that whatever is done by any one 
else, not exactly in conformity with his own 
distorted views, is a studied and malignant 
opposition to them, whence an acrimonious 
despatch is let off at a very tranquil secretary of 
state— ^friendly communication is interrupted — 
and boots are thrown at the heads of negrb 
servants, for not executing an order with as 
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mixcli rapidity as it was uttered. If the person 
would but be patient to run over his bill of fare 
for the few days previous to the accession of 
these feelings, he would, almost to a certainty, 
find himself to be the great author of his own 
miseries, and by the introduction of a few 
effervescing draughts, accompanied with an 
alterative course very justly administered, nine 
times out of ten, he would be a mediator 
instead of an avenger — cement, instead of 
infringing friendships — and wear the boots on 
bis feet, instead of throwing theni at negroes' 
heads. 

Whether the foregoing ideas were the 
result of a message from the king of Barra^ or 
ttot, does not transpire ; nor is there any 
evidence to show whether that illustrious 
perso^age^ or the governor, had been tjbe most 
recently restored from irritability to equanimity, 
for both had been sufferers in the sickly season ; 
certain however it is, that this morning the 
king sent over at daylight one of his numerous 
sons, accompanied by a messenger, upon a 
diplomatic, and friendly embassage ; the go- 
vernor was just putting his foot in the stirrup, 
when the embassy was ushered up by the 
interpreter, who had been reqi^e^ted->*- 
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forming it^ to be taken immediately* to die 
governor ; the king's son was a fine weU made 
young Mandingo^ possessing an intdUigent and 
cheerful countenance; he came up with an. 
open^ £cank, expression of the delight he felt in, 
haying been selected by the king to appear as 
his ambassador to the ^^ Tubabl^Mansa "—white 
king^ and that he had in consequence requested 
to be immediately conveyed to the government 
house ; the governor received him very kindly, 
but desired the interpreter to say that not 
having been apprised of the visit he could not 
attend at this moment to the business upon 
which the embassy had coipe, as he had appoint- 
ed people to me^t him a little distance o% 
upon the subject of a road then in the process 
of formation ; but that if the king's son would 
accompany the governor in his ride, that a 
horse should be immediately saddled for him ; 
the proposal was accepted, and, with the 
interpreter, they both set off. 

The young Mandingo prince wore neither 
shoes nor sandals, and accustomed as he had 
been to the ample flat shoe stirrup, and high 
peaked saddle of his country, he was rather 
embarrassed upon finding himself seated on the 
common hunting saddle of England, with 
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neither peak nor eantle high enough to give 
him secmrity in it, and k stirrup iron so narrow- 
that his foot was incessantly slipping backwards 
and forwards in it; to hare moved fitster than 
a walk would have landed his highness upon 
the sand, for not a notion have the Mandingos 
df clinging <m with their legs and knees ; upon 
a firm hold of the saddle peak alone rests all 
his safety^ As they rode along it transpired 
that the king of Barra had sent his son over to 
say that the roads were again opened to allow 
trade to pass to Bathurst, and that therefore he 
hoped the governor would order his annual 
prei^ents to be prepared, and for which he 
Would come upon any day the governor might 
name; another req^uest was that the governor 
wdtdd act as a mediator between himself and 
the chief of Farraba, a difierence having existed 
between thetn for some time, and upon whom 
the king seemed vastly disposed to make an 
aggressive war, unless some proper concessions 
were immediately made by Farraba. 

Having arranged the business connected with 
the road making, the horses' heads were 
tunied homewards, where by this time, Sene- 
gal had laid out the breakfast table, with 
more than usual care, having been informed 
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that the young Prince would be present at 
it ; they arrived, and the Prince gladly aban- 
doned the English saddle. 

Senegal, who united in his person, the 
offices of butler, steward of the household, 
and Jjersonal valet, with that also of chamber- 
maid, (for women are never employed in 
this last capacity at Bathurst,) was also an 
excellent cook ; and the table, upon this oc- 
casion, exhibited his talent, in several enticing 
dishes; his taste was light, and elegant^ in 
cOHtradistiftCtion to the heavy and ribh dis- 
play of the general breakfast table of the 
place. An exquisite flavoured mince, with 
eggs most delicately poached, a preparation 
of 'fish, arid a fricassee of the country pigeon, 
were equally attractive ; bread, rolls in fantastic 
shapes, triarmalade, preserved, and fresh fruit, 
tea, and coffee, were all laid before the Prince, 
to give him a proper opinion of the govern- 
ment house; and it seemed that Senegal had 
formed a proper estimate of the feeling of 
the royal visitor. 

Upon entering the large, and lofty room, 
in which the breakfast, at this season was 
always laid, he seemed struck, as it appeared 
to him, with its vastness, light, and clean- 
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liness^ all of which he remarked upon; thex^ 
surveying tibe table, he closely examined the 
plate which was upon it, and of whose 
brilliancy, Senegal was peculiarly jealous; the 
tea, and coffee pots he lifted, and asked if 
they were altogether of silver, when beiiig 
answered in the affirmative, he simply raised 
his hands, and looking round, said, ^^ white 
man get all he want, what for he come to 
Banyouli ? 

Seated at breakfast, the young Mandingo 
was helped to every thing in succession, and 
was amazingly puzzled to find out why, at 
every change, he had a fresh plate, knife, 
and fork, given to him, seeing, that at home 
he used his fingers for every purpose; he 
had however, not intended at first to have 
used any thing else, but the governor had 
it translated to. him, ^^that in the English 
house, he must eat as the English did, as 
the governor himself, had adopted the Man- 
dingo custom, when he was amongst them ; 
the Prince accordingly took up the fork, 
and spoon, with which to eat some of the 
mince, filling the spoon, he got on with great 
success, but when having changed to a dish 
which required the knife, and fork, nothing 

M 5 
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could be more ridiqulous, than his attempts 
to get the loaded fork to his mouthy with his 
left hand^ which had been accustomed always 
to go there itself^ he had the greatest difficulty 
in measuring the distance necessary for the 
fork to reach its destination, without ramming 
the points into the side of his cheek, or throat, 
and he himself, appeared to enjoy the joke 
equally with those who sat by him. 

The embarrassing meal was at length over, 
and he asked to see the governor's horses, 
and stables, they were each in their way 
good for western Africa^! and upon entering 
the stable, he exclaimed, " the king of Barra 
has not over his bead so good a house, as 
have the horses of the * Tubabl-Mansa. ' " 

After this, the business of the day came 
on, and every thin|^ being arranged about 
the presents, the affair about Farraba was 
opened* It appeared that some Barra people 
had been trading in the Farraba country, 
and that they had died there; by the cus- 
tom of Barra, the king becomeH possessed of 
all property left by persons, being his subjects, 
so dying, he therefore demanded from the 
chief of Farraba, tlie said property, this chief 
ui'ged that in Farraba, the laws and customs 
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of Bafra had no poWer, that even if they 
had, he could not re»torfe the projierty, for 
some one had stolen it, this was very true, 
for Fatraba himself, had appropriated it. 

As fot getting the prdperty bick, the go- 
vernor' knew that to be impossible, he 
therefore represeilted to the young atnbassador, 
that he wotild send a messenger to F^raba, 
explaining the danger he incurred, by acting 
unfairly to the king of Barra> who was so 
powerful; and as it appeared that in former 
times the property about the Sarra men who 
died at Fatraba, had been always in part, if 
not • the whole, festered to Barra, it woiitd 
be propter on the present occasion, for Far- 
raba to make every exertion, in order to 
e^ect as much as he could, and retUm it 
to Barra;, and farther, that he ought to mske 
some law relatively to the preservation of 
the property of foreigners who died possessed 
of it, in his country. The gtJvetnot then 
forcibly pointed out to the Mandiugo ambas- 
sador, that should the king, his m^ter, engage 
in a war upon this question^ that he would 
of necessity lose much morcf, than he could 
possibly g^n, for that the plunder of the 
Farraba people, would amount to little • for 
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himself, because he would not be able to 
get it from his soldier^^ whetL> they had 
secured it^ and that having plundered Far- 
raba, that country would never be able to 
pay him any thing to make peace^ and lastly^ 
that he would get the trade c^ his own 
country so much interrupted, by a war with 
Farraba, that that alone would bring about 
a great loss to him. ' . 

All this was very good argument for a 
people who never dream of making permanent 
conquests, and who, like the king' of Barra, 
would go to war to recovej: half a dozen 
muskets, and a bale of cotton doth, without 
reflecting, ^ that he would, m order to gain 
this, spend half the produce of his own country; 
certainly, the cause of the threatened war, 
was the relinquishment of a principle, but, 
it was a principle, that could only; be main- 
tained at an expense wholly; inconsistent 
with its value. After tins interview, the 
Prince gave a message, to this time withheld, 
entreating for the kingythat the Tubabl-Mansa 
would come to Baranding, and visit him, 
which was conceded, and he left in high 
good humour, attended by the governor to 
his canoe. 



TWELVE MONTHS ON THE GAMBIA. iSS 

The harboux became very gailj filled with 
vessels, chiefijr American and English ; amongst 
these were three small vessels of war, and the 
flags of England, France, and the United 
States floated side by side in amity on the 
the waters, while the officers of the three 
cruisers met daily at the government house in 
equal harmbony ; it was a pretty sight one morn- 
ing when they all got under weigh together, to 
work out a§fainst a firesh sea breeze; but the 
French "Aigle" and the United States '^ Gram- 
pus,'* very soon took the lead of the wretched 
English '* ten-gun brig'' of the olden br-eed; 
how it could ever have entered into the heads 
of their practical lordships of the Admiralty to 
send such heavy^ clumsy, craft to undertake the 
suppression of the slave trade, carried on as it 
is in vessels of the finest modi^ afloat, no 
earthly intellect can imagine? the: most they 
could do was every now and then to capture 
a slaver by means of their boats in calnw, 
or by jamming them up in a river by block- 
ading by the same means, which i£ it ter- 
RUAates in t^ capture (^ the slavery was sure to 
originate a fever on board, and render the 
cruizer as inefficient in men, as she was from 
the first in sailing qualifications. 
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The French schodner of wat h^ brought 
to Bathurst the owners of the ** Senegambla," a 
vessel which had the audacity, to enter the 
waters of the Crambia, in every respect fitted as 
a slaver would have been ; the English brig of 
war ** Saracen" was at the time in the anchor- 
age, and very properly seized her under the 
slave treaty of the two nations ; t^ere never was 
a clearer case, and the vessel was fairly tried 
and condemned in the coUift. The English 
government of this time however could always 
make allowances for the acts whiefa established 
criminality under the flag of a powerful nation, 
and those which distinguished the conduct of a 
weak one) for instance, without waiting £or the 
agreement of the Portuguese legislature, the 
British government passed an actauthorizingthe 
cruisers to seize and bring to trial Portuguese 
^' fitted for carrying slaves," — ^in the case of the 
" Senegambia," although the court acted with 
perfect respect to the treaty, and condemned the 
vessel, yet the British government reflected that 
the criminal conduct of that schooner was 
covered by the flag of France, and therefore a 
"strong remonstrance'* against her practices 
was felt to be sufficient, and she was restored ; 
80 satisfied indeed did the owners appear with 
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the reference to the guilt of the parties engaged^ 
that they eveu forfeited the securities given by 
them &r appearailKcei but upon hearing the 
result of the interference of their goyemment, 
they boldly came forward to claim not only the 
vessel, but also the restoration of the money 
paid by the persons living the securities for 
appearance, aU of which had been ordered by 
the British government. Had the ^^ Seaegam^ 
bi^' h^en a Brazilian, a Spaniard^ or a Portu- 
guese, under similar circumstances, she would 
have been cbgodenmed, cut in halves, secuirities 
forfeited, and the owners ridiculed had they 
hinted anything about rf^vtoration. 

It is now Cbtifitmas ; those of African origin, 
such as thci petty traders, black, Porti;igue8e 
sailors t and liberated Africans,; now assemble 
in their' respective Qommuhities to indulge in 
what they tetim^ festivities* . .Their ide^s of this 
period of the^^dnristiankliie only cotmects them 
with every apedtcs of vicious* enjoyment ; they 
do not, in spite ;of tiie really 4ealouseflFort8 of 
iiys Wesktfan missikm, seem to consider the 
season but asone to bef given lap to ^11 manner 
of profligacy and licentiousiness f tke thought of 
regarding it' as a season, of- calm, holy, joy, 
originating in the revealment of • a Saviour to 
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whom the sinner could fly in repentance for re- 
demption and salvation, never for a moment 
engages them ; they celebrate the coming of 
that Saviour by senseless laughter, obscene 
dances, and drunken meetings. 

January 1st., 1841. The "Salatie" of Bus- 
samballa came to request an interview this 
morning, accompanied by the governor's friend 
the Margabon of Baccow; the Salatie was a 
kind of lord lieutenant employed by the king of 
Combo to superintend Bussamballa, a town and 
district a little distance separated from Combo, 
^e was possessed of all the Mandingo features, 
but still the frankness of the expression generally 
tendering them so attractive was wanting ; there 
was a low cunning pervading his face instead, 
and he lost in a comparison with Margabon. 
He said the king of Combo had sent him to. say 
that he had heard the governor had suspected 
him of an intention to make war upon the 
English at Bathurst, and having no such thought 
he immediately sent the Salatie and Margabon 
to say so ; it was true that he had been buying 
up muskets and gunpowder, but this was be- 
cause he was going to war with the Jamboars, a 
tribe near him ; he regretted that he had not 
previously advised the governor of this event. 
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and finished by giving an assurance of his 
most amicable feelings, promising also in future 
always to inform the governor whenever he 
meditated a war with any of his neighbours, 
and having delivered this message, which 
proved to be very true, the Salatie, and Mar- 
gabon went away to purchase more muskets, 
and tnunitions of war. 

The king of Barra, sent messengers over 
to say, that he had heard the governor was 
fond of partridge, and guinea fowl shooting, 
that these birds were innumerable about his 
country, and if the governor liked, he would 
make a house for him, close to his own, 
and inside his own stockade, but that he 
wanted the number of rooms, and dimensions, 
to be named, also that he had no carpenters 
to make the window frames, doors, &c. In 
reply to this very friendly message, the governor 
sent back a full description of the kind of 
house which would be necessary. This may 
appear a matter of much expense to his 
majesty of Barra, which by no means, was 
the case, the houses are built of a stiff clay, 
worked up, by being trampled in water, 
until it is in a state fit for use, it is then 
put between two planks, separated, to form 
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the thickness of the wall; having trodden 
down a layer, about eighteen inches thick, it is 
left to dry supported by the planks, for some 
few days, the heat of the sun soon rendering 
it nearly to the hardness of brick ; the planks 
are then shifted up, supported beneath, and 
a fresh layer of clay is again trampled down^ 
and this is repeated, till the desired elevation 
of the walls are attained. A house of forty 
feet long, and twenty ^road, divided into 
three rooms, and a dressing closet, was 
completed for the governor in less than three 
weeks, so far as the walls^ and roof, were con- 
cerned, as for window frames, and doors, 
there were none. This was no work of great 
difficulty to the king of Barra, who could 
command any number of men, and women 
also, that his town afforded, to work upon 
any occasion. 

The evening rides were now quite delightful, 
and it was no unusual thing to see from six 
to fourteen equestrians exulting in the coldness 
of the period ; the three or four European 
ladies of the Colony generally accompanied the 
gentlemen in these rides ; and upon one occa- 
sion the recollection of the ^^ gipsy's prediction" 
was visibly shown. The party had been obliged 
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to leave the beach^ the tide hairh^ risen too 
higfa^ and taking the imier road^were returning 
to Bathurst^ gaily conversing, no one observed 
that they bad taken that which led by the 
burial ground ; on rounding tome boshes, they 
came directly upon view of it, an occurrence 
which would not have conveyed a strong feeling 
to any one, but under peculiar circumstances ^ 
the governor was riding on one side of Mrs. — * 
the lady of the queen's advocate, ,to whom it 
was that the prediction related ; in a previous 
chapter her conviction of this being carried out 
has been stated, and on this occasion as soon 
as she saw the burial place, she half reined up 
her horse, and turnii^ deadly pale, said, '^ oh ! 
why did they come this way ? I shall be here 
soon enoxigh ;" the fears on the subject of the 
prediction of this young and very lovely lady 
had often before been expressed to the governor, 
^ho having himself a high contempt for such 
prophecies, replied, *' pray, come on ; do not 
let an old woman's nonsense alarm you so mueh; 
let me beg of you not to name it again." 

Mrs. had regained hor self possession, and^ 

smiling, said, '^ upon one condition then, I will 
do as you wish I" 

" Pray name it— I already agree*^and the 
prophecy will then vanish !" 
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" Yes, for the time ; the condition however 
is this — you see those two large trees standing 
away from the brushwood, and forming a beau- 
tiful arch with their branches — well then, when 
the prophecy is fulfilled, let me hear you say 
that I shall be buried beneath them." 

The terms [were, with some careless remark, 
agreed to by the governor, and the party soon 
separated for their respective residences. 

About this time perhaps the effort made by 
the " philanthropists '* of England had reached 
its climax ; every one knows them to have bad 
an extraordinary influence upon the members 
of a government whose incapability was daily 
rendering it more and more unpopular, and 
whose tenure of oflS.ce was threatened by the 
near approach of a general election ; whatever 
therefore could be done to propitiate the great 
body of the " philanthropists," (as those were 
termed whose more especial pursuit was the 
regeneration of the African) was readily under- 
taken, for upon their votes in 1841, would the 
whig ministry depend for their possession of 
the treasury bench. It was for this reason, and 
judging from the subsequent heartless, and 
to the colonies, ruinous abandonment of the 
African cause in 1846, from no other, that the 
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Niger expedition permitted to be fitted out, 
proving to what extent the love of place 
carried the ministers, and also the inntillity of 
the enterprise, as every practical man almost 
considered it ; &tal to hnman life, and in its^ 
failure, also it is believed, the cause of the 
death of one of Africa's most enthusiastic ind 
sincere friends, for those who forced forward 
African regeneration were in earnest, and 
worked with a zealous integrity of heart, what- 
ever might be the motive of those in official 
power; This expedition was followed up by 
sending to the different governors upon the 
western coast of Africa, the draft of a treaty tso 
be executed if possible with such of the native 
chiefs as the several governors might be able 
to communicate^ with; this treaty had for its 
object the abolition of slavery in the interior 
of Africa, and in order to induce the chiefs 
to adopt it, one clause engaged diat England 
would defend from aggression the country of 
any chief signing and abiding by the treaty; 
another clause agreed to the payment of five 
per cent to the chief of such country, upon all 
British goods imported into his territory. 

With reference to the first of these clauses, 
so far as it applied to the chiefa, four hundred 
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miles up the river, it was quite nonsense; it 
was in order to get slaves that the w»rs were 
made, and very generally by the tacit agree- 
ment of the two chiefs ; they never sell their 
own people, but always those taken in war; 
therefore to propose to defend a chief against 
an aggressive neighbour, was, in point of fact, 
to defend him against his own treachery to his 
people ; there is however little or no selling of 
slaves for export from parts so contiguous to 
the sea, these have long since been depopulated 
below the power of responding to the de- 
mand ; and though the chie& readily executed 
the treaty, yet, with one exception, that of 
Cartabar, it was done more with the view of 
obtaining presents, than imder the fear of 
being called upon to demand British assistance ; 
if indeed those far up the river had called for 
it, the call would not have been attended to ; 
for in the first place, a force sufficient to meet 
the chiefis of Bandee, or WooUi, in the field, 
or rather in the bush, could not have been 
moved up the river in time to be of real 
assistance, even if Bathurst could have fur- 
nished it, which it could not. 

With reference to the second mentioned 
clause, it was quite worthy of the office from 
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which it emanated ; the offer of paying five per 
cent duty upon goods imported into the differ- 
ent territories, when before these goods had 
been imported^ by giving a little rum and 
gunpowder, or a few cotton handkerchiefs, not 
amounting to one per cent, had so much of 
magnanimity to recommend it, that any alteration 
of it became a matter of grave consideration ; 
and only after having, calmly deliberated, and 
weighed the proposition thorotighly, the go- 
vernor came to the conclusion that those who 
framed the clauses had not more knowledge of 
the trading system of Africa, than of that of the 
moon, supposing trade to exist there; and 
therefore he expunged all that which related to 
the five per cent payment, and introduced 
instead, the words " all British goods shall 
enter the territory of the subscsribing chief free 
of all duty, so long as the produce from his 
t^ritory shall enter the ports of the British 
tottlements on the Gambia, free of duty;" here 
was a fair system of reciprocity, not a lobsided 
contxivanoe, absurdly called *' Free Tyade.'* 

In order to execute these treaties with the 
despatch that should have attended them, if 
they were supposed by the British government, 
really to have a tendency towards the suppres- 
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sion of the slave trade, nothing was so ndcessai-Jr- 
as a steam-boat on the river in which the 
, governor might move about with rapidity, arid 
that degree of state which is much mor^' 
necessary amongst the half cultivated Afticah 
chiefs, than before any of the European nations. 
The chiefs themselves never upon any occasioii 
of state interviews, move unattended by a 
retinue, which little as it would have the efiect 
of adding dignity and respect to ah European 
procession, nevertheless sheds an imposing light 
upon that of an African chief; he is too much 
accustomed to see the- straw hat, and white 
jacket of the trader bustling about in wretched 
craft, keenly watching a bargain, to consider 
them but as the insignia of trade, and not 
things adopted by a governor for his comfort; 
they cannot reconcile to themselves an oflScer' 
of the government placed in what they consider 
a position, with relation to the colony, similar 
to their own, in their respective countries, and 
have difficulty in recognizmg him as a person 
of authority, unless he is attended by, what to 
them is, grandeur ; and this feeling is stronger 
according as the distance between the white 
governor and the black chief is greater or less. 
For instance, it would not be necessary for the 



TWELVE MONTHS ON THE GAMBIA. 265 

governor to go in state to visit the king of ' 
Barra^ who knows well enough the power 
invested in him^ but the king of Bondu hun- 
dreds of miles up the country should see the 
governor unlike every thing he l^as seen before, 
so far as the etiquette of state and dress is 
connected with him. But this could not be 
done in a trading schooner^ washed out and 
brushed up for the occasion, therefore the best 
thing the governors could do at this time was 
to sneak up to Mac Carthy's Island^ and from 
thence sally forth, like a little meteor, to 
astound the surrounding chiefs. 

If the chiefs could have been made faithfully 
to observe this treaty, and zealously adhere to 
its spirit, there can be no doubt that it would 
have been, as the late lord Melbourne observed, 
when he and his ministry prostrated the 
protestant church in Ireland, "a heavy blow 
and great discouragement " to the slave wars of 
internal Africa — it was beginning at the root^ 
and not, as it always has been, at the eixterior 
shoots, which being clipped, only caused the 
centre to become more dense ; but every one 
who is practically conversant with the character 
of the African chief, knows that it would be as 
sensible to make a treaty with his horse as with 

VOL. II. N 
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himself; very probablj tke coloniid office 
gravely supposed that the chief was a gentkfmaa 
well groonded in the principles of honor^ ^a^i 
in the possession of a well regulated mind ; for 
practical knowledge of late years has been at a 
sad discount in that gloomy, pompous, and 
shuffling quarter of Downing street, whjbre 

VO GOVERNOR MAT HOPS FOR ABVAKCEMEST 
UNDER THE PRESENT SYSTEM, IF HE DOES HIS 
DUTY TO THE COLONY OVER WHOSE INTERESTS 
HE IS APPOINTED TO WATCH. 

However the governor had received the 
draft of the treaty, and therefore it was his 
business to set about the execution of it in 
the best way he could. He therefore d^er- 
mined to begin with Cartabar, and if possible 
Dunkasseen also, countries immediately to the 
north of Mac Carthy's Island, to the respective 
chiefs of which he determined to send an 
ambassador, and for this duty selected lieutenant 
Sail, an intelligent young officer of the 3rd 
West India Regiment. To Cartabar, was but 
a trip containing safety to the person, and 
novelty to the senses ; but an excursion to the 
chief of Dunkasseen, an atrocious scoundrel 
who acknowledged no law but his own will, 
was quite another affair, and required cbn- 
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isideratiQii before it W9» widertaken; of the 
jdbaracter of Kementmg^the chie^ of JDusilias- 
seen, thie ^govemor was quite «ware, and he 
deemed it onlfr a proper course to infonu Mr. 
Sail that it Mras lelb to Im optipn to go or BQt^ 
acoordinglj as he soight obtain information of 
the propriety, or otherwise, of the me^nre; 
fioordblj ei^oining him at the same time to run 
no risk of having his head cut off by Kemen- 
tang^ because that would necessarily involvie the 
settlements in a war wkh i^ country which 
devastate as much as'.'we would, it would be no 
compensation for the^e of an English officer. 

To a young and gallaut soldier any task 
having a good perspective vieiir of artillery ;and 
rtie ^'imminent deadly breach," is fervently 
alluring; but it requires a eaim> cool, moral 
intsepidity, spriiigiBg from a reliance upon that 
power for protection who watches over ail with 
. equal care, when the perspective is terminated 
by the picturesque outlines of a gallows, «r a 
chopping stone end knife ; i<t was for civUiaed 
nations to use the axe and blocks masking at the 
same time tjie fiendish featuares of the brutal 
headsman; bnt^ in less civilized communities, 
the victim is laid on a stone, and his head 
taken off with a knife^ as skUftiUy as the art of 

N 3 
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the operator may allow. The goYemor poulii^ 
not therefore but strongly impress upon Mr. 
Ball the necessity of the greatest caution with 
reference to his visitiBg Kementang, desiri^ 
him by no means to do so^ without first having 
flent a country messenger to say, he wished to 
come, having a friendly communication to 
make from the governor of the British settle- 
ments. 

Mr. Sail readily undertook the proposed 
duties, and seemed thoroughly sensible of the 
intricacies with which one part of his journey 
was connected, and felt very sure that Kemen- 
tang would receive him with kindness ; under 
which impression he left the government house 
to prepare himself for starting upon his mission, 
with an interpreter and guide ; the governor 
in the mean time directing the proper papers to 
be made out, that Kementang might have no 
excuse for treating the envoy as a spy, which 
there was no very remote prospect of his 
doing even when invested with the fullest 
credentials. 

In the midst of these preparations intelligence 
arrived from Mac Carthy's Island, that Kemen- 
tang was eagerly preparing for a war with 
Cartabar ; however much this might affect the 



TWELVE MONTHS ON THE GAMBIA. £69 

safety of a person going to Dunkasseen^ yet it 
was the very moment to commence negotiation 
with Cartabar, to whom would be promised 
British protection^ and which in his case could 
be given, if he accepted the treaty which would 
be made known to him by Mr. Sail, who 
however had no power to do more than explain 
it. The departure of Mr. Sail was in con- 
sequence expedited, and off he went with a 
merry and fearless heart. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

MR« SALL PROCEEDS TO CARTABAR <S;0.— -PRIOR 
CONDUCT OF KEMENTANG. — QOYBRNOR RENDALL 
AND HIS WAR.— CONFUSION OF TONGUES IN THE 
GOVERNMENT HOUSE# — ^AN EXPEDITION EXECU- 
TED BEFORE PLANNED. — ILEMENTANG PREPARES 
TO RESIST. — A DREADFUL SACRIFICE BY HIM.*— 
HIS EXECRABLE CHARACTER AND CONDUCT. — 
TOTAL FAILURE OF THE EXPEDITION. — FLIGHT 
OF THE ASSAILANTS. — LOSS OF GUNS &C. GOV- 
ERNOR VISITS THE KING OF BABBA. — CONSTITU- 
TION OF BARRA. — FREQUENT CHANGE OF KINGS. 
GUARD OF HONOUR. — MAGNIFICENT COTTON 
TREE. — DIGNITY ENDANGERED. — STOCKADE EN- 
TRANCE TO BARRANDING. THE KINGS RESIDENCE. 

BREAKFAST PRESENTS PASS. THE QUEENS. — 

CONFERENCE OPENED. A MODEL ORATOR. 

COURT FOOL. — USE OF SNUFF, 

The departure of Mr. Sail took place, but 
whether the mission would terminate pro- 
pitiously, with reference to him alone, was 
quite another affair, from the following cir- 
cumstances. 
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Some time before this, and during the 
administratioa of the government of these 
eettlements by governor Kendall, the chief 
of Dunnyassen, Kcmentang, had seized in 
1834, a Bmall British vessel, called the " Ora," 
'when anchored for trading purpoEcs, at Col- 
reiii, one of the towns on the river side of 
his territory. Information of this outrage, 
was conveyed to Bathurst, the seat of govern- 
ment, where every consideration was given to 
the event, but as Dunkaaseen, the residence 
of Kementang, was situate about thirty milea 
inland, the method of vindicating the case of 
the "Ora," became a very difficult C|ueation; 
to attack with the small force that could 
be sent against him, seemed impracticable, 
and recourse was therefore had to negotia- 
tion. 

This method, however, was rejected by 
ICcmentang, with whom, neither a flag of 
truce, nor the credential of a messenger, 
was at that time, any security for the person 
of both, or either; consequently, the mes- 
sengers returned, i-ather congratulating them- 
selves upon having come out of the country 
with their heads on. They unhappily airived 
at Bathurat, one evenibg when there waa 
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^H diiineT party at the government honse^ 
tod amongst the guests of which, was the 
lieutenant commanding a small cruiser, 'iUid 
others, whose occupation was found iii' 1^e 
'*word, and gunpowder; the statement of the 
messengers was heard with not only iJiat 
very legitimate amount of indignation belong- 
ing to the case, but also with much ititHre, 
:.; superadded by the hospitalities of the govettior, 
■who was remarkable for the liberality of his 
• ^able ; fired by the atrocious outrage ' U'^n 
•-the ^^Ora, " and through her, as a means, 
\ipon the British flag; indigtianf at ^e 
treatment of the messengers, and sptifhing 
the insolent defiance of Keinentang, the trhole 
'^arty at once commenced an indepeildtot 
^expression of their opinions, and what e^h 
H^OTild do, were he the governor; that dis- 
^tinguished gentleman himself, plunging' into 
'the melie of advice, also condescending to 
-give his views of the proceedings proper to 
'be' taken upon the occasion^ which resulted 
'Jn^an immediate preparation for a dei^^^t 
'^pon Dunkasseen, and as every one had 
~ -spoken without reference to the oiher^,*-%o 
'^^ow separating, each seemed to take his 
»ih6asures with equal independent^ of actioto. 
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The night was passed in preparing troops^ 
and three field pieces £ar embarkation^ ccm- 
greve rockets, ammunition, and provisions, 
were all harried to the beach, and embarked 
on board a small vessel, hired for the occasion ; 
the boats from the small cmiser, manned, 
and armed^ also forming part of the expedi- 
tion, Uie whole strength of which, comprisiog 
something under two hundred men, including 
a few amateurs, whose taste and talent for 
btish fighting, or as it m%ht be, lor a higher 
atdex of militarj glory, had been developed bj 
the generous nature of the previous eater- 
tainment. 

PayBght saw the governor fainiself embark, 
and a £ew minutes afierwards, the schooner was 
proceeding on her way, to hurl the thunder- 
bolts of war up(Hi the town of Dunkinsctn 

Kementai^ in the mean time bad been 
expecting a visit of retaliation from the En- 
glish govenun:, and had dien thrown rooad 
his town, the eztsa defence of a second nuid 
wall, befere whidb, again, was a strong 
stockade fence; inside he had coDeeted grain, 
and other i^ovisioBS, sofid^it to enable kim 
to stand a riege, and Us warrions amoontii]^ 
to sone thmiittnds of a SMst fcrocions tube, 
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iiojMKtiently awaited the approach of the as- 
sailants^ but in order to ' render his sacoess 
quite «ertain^ Mrith a savage cruelty which 
is best exposed by a mere relation of the 
act^ he caused the virgins of the town to 
be assembled, and selecting the most beautifoly 
covered them with ^^ Gris-Gris, " and thep 
sacrificed them to the demon spirit he served 
as a propitiation. The sacrifice of these poor 
gijfls, was celebrated with aU the fiendish 
pomp, that the mind of a savage despot' 
could conceive, the whole population of 
Dunkasseen attended upon the occasion, the 
fighting portion of it, fully armed, jghttin^ 
with a horrid delight, upon the wretched 
victims of a brutal woi'ship. The selected 
virgins, covei'ed as already said, with "Gris- 
Gris,'* were led along, their beautiful and 
trembling figures scarcely supported by their 
unnerved limbs; as they reached the spot. of 
death, their cries pierced through the deos^ 
masses, and rushing forward in the madness 
of violated afiection, the mothers clung to 
their devoted offspring, and embaiTassed the 
advance^ furiously thrown aside, the procesB- 
ion passed on £gain,-^again the feelings of 
^ mothers, piitt;;uigL feai[ in jsuljyection, spiung 
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to their children ; by die word of Kementang 
thej were murdered as they clung to die 
forms they had so fondly reared^ (for no love 
is stronger than that of the savage tx> her 
young, fode as it certainly does afterwards^) 
widi die blood of their murdered modiers 
upon their limbs, die shrieking virgins were 
now again taken forwards, and presendy 
came to a spot, where as many holes had 
been dug, as diere were victims to be saori* 
ficed, into each hole a virgin was pat upnghtt 
die earth was then filled in, and rammed 
down round them, until it reached, theiif 
duns; this having been completed^ die armed 
men drove die crowd away, and leaving 
a strong gtuard to prevent exhumation, it 
was left for titae to perfect the tragic cruelty 
of ;the -fiend who devised it. 

Kemehtang, in order to assume the rule of 
Dunkasseen, or irather of the country of upper 
Nyani, in which . Dunkasseen is, had abready 
murdered his uncle and two brothers; be 
was a 3ian of colossal stature, great courage, 
and deeiston, but treacherotis as the demon 
whose: servant. he seemed to be; many at- 
tempts had been made. to poison him, but 
without succeKi, every thing ; he took hemg 
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first of all in his presence partaken of, whate 
eyer it might be, even to a calabash of water, 
and death was sure to the person who refused 
to taste the dish, or draught; the fear, in 
which he was held, was his only safety, and 
by fully indulging the vilest propensities, of 
his warriors, he secured their protection-**- 
such was Kementaug, in the vigor of his life, 
strong, cruel, cunning, sensual, and vile,-*- 
but courageous, and to assail him, the governor 
of the British settlements had proceeded, with 
scarcely as much precaution as. is generally 
bestowed upon a pic-nic. 

Many days had elapsed before the governor 
had reached the territory of Upper Nyani> two 
hundred miles from Bathurst ; when, however, 
it was reached, then the want of a proper pre- 
paration for a descent began to be seen ; much 
time had already been lost, Kementang was 
fully prepared, and if the town could not be 
taken by 9, coup demam, it most certainly would 
not be taken at all ; the governor kid not been 
accustomed to conduct warlike. operations, but 
as he was ^* commander in chief " by virtue ,cf 
his offids, it was to him the subordinates looked 
for orders and arrsuagem^its ; the first were 
ginrea unattended by ^he most reipote Testige 
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of die last ; and ammanition, proyisions, cannon^ 
and soldiers were strewed upon the beacb^ with 
so little care^that hadKementang thought proper 
he might have captured all without the slightest 
difficulty; providentially he adhered to the 
country system of waiting for the assailants 
within the walls of his town. 

After much loss of time again^ the things 
were scrambled together^ and the march^ or 
rather ramble, through the forest actually com^ 
m;enced ; the path would allow of only one man, 
it was not wide enough for two to walk abreast; 
the guns and carriages had conseqxiently to be 
conveyed by hand/or neither horses nor bullocks 
could be found ; water was soon wanted, that 
which was in the canteens of the soldiers was 
soon exhausted, no more could be found, and in 
this wretched state, even when the errors and in* 
capability of the commander were so palpable 
even to himself, he still persevered in advancing 
his weaJL^ straggKngj weary force to the attack of 
those who had suffered from notfaii^. After 
traversing about thirty miles of coimtry. Dun* 
kasseen was before themy 'and under the 
directions of the senior militkry officer, the place 
was invested with as 'mmhrcguQimty )aa.' might 
bfr^ rthe people, howevef^ ^<i>sMigtei 
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were at the Bame moment suffer iag' u&dei: 
fatigue, hanger and thirst ; in the uight, partin 
were Bent to throw up breastworks for the guns 
within short range of the wiiils, and at day-light 
a £re from their sis-pounder £eld pieces was 
opened ; it scarcely took effect upon the »tock<i 
ade, much less upon the mud walls, the innei 
one of which wae not touched by a shot — •' 
rockets were thrown id, but the foresight of 
Kementang hud caused all the reed roofe of 
the huta to be taken off and carried away; thed 
terror of the Congrevc rocket was thereforrf^ 
reduced to its noJEc and appearance, not c<^ 
tinued to its results. 

Three days passed in this infirm and inellectui 
bombardment ; a little moddy water had beea* 
found in the neighbourhood, hut not suffident 
to supply the wants of men engaged as the 
asHailants were ; on ]-econnoitcring the walli 
they were found hut little injured, the inner 
wall indeed not at all ; the provisions aud 
ammunition were also nearly exhausted ; under 
these circumstances the governor assembled the 
leading offices, to consult upon the next [wo- 
cecding ; this consultation terminated in recom- 
mending an immediate retreat. 

In a force where the commander has been 
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ill qualified for the office^ a retreat is almost 
always a flight ; the fact of retreating depresses 
the. spirits of the men, as much as that of aU' 
adrance excites them ; to keep up discipline 
and' order consequently become a hearier task, 
and of thie most extreme in^x>rtance. Upon 
this occasaon the rescue of the few troops, and 
the seamen employed, was altogether attributable 
to the fikill, fimmessi and unremitting assiduity 
of the military officer in command, his subordi- 
nate officers, and a midshipman belonging to 
the cruiser already mentioned; these officers 
kept their men together tolerably well, but the 
volunteers and amateur soldiers absolutely fled, 
and report does nol speak very favorably of the 
example set by the projector of the enterprise 
himself; those of these last who came back :to 
the schooner •■ ran all the way, imagining 
Kementahg. in pursuit, and t^ey dropped 
nnaerably in one after the other ; many died from 
fatigue amid thirst, both before Dunkasseen and 
duiang the flight, the soldiers and sailors also 
suffered loss from the same oanses ; the guns 
were; abandoned to £[ementang> as also were 
whatever of the material remained; and at 
length the survivors being with the governor 
congregated on board the. schooners, . they 
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repaired to Batburst, having done nothing to 
afflict their enemies more than to occasion the 
horrid sacrifice of a number of young girls. 

Had Kementang pursued, and thrown his 
crowds of war-men into the jungle as skirmishers, 
not a- soul probably would have returned to 
Bathurst, but he was not general enough £pr 
this, and contented himself with carrying the 
stores and guns which had been abandoned into 
bis town, where to this day the latter are. 

It was to this amiable chief that Mr. Sail 
was now upon an embassy, the result of which 
will hereafter be seen. 

While these projects were in progress with 
reference to the chiefs of Cartabar and Dun- 
kasseen, it was thought good policy to pay ^e 
king of Barra the promised visit ; therefore a 
messenger was sent to Barranding to say that 
the governor would be there early on the 
morning of the 16th, (January, 1841.) Hie 
chief sent back word that he should be delighted 
to receive the ^^ Tubabl-Mansa," and that a 
guard would be sent to meet him upon his 
landing at Fort Bullen, and escort him to 
Barranding, where the chief said it was proposed 
to show the governor or " Tubabl-Mansa," to 
the people of his country. 



TWELVE MONTHS OK THE GAMBIA. 281 

Barranding is one of seven towns sending in 
succession a king for Barra; the descendents of 
the former king always taking the cap if any 
'of them remained alive upon the town again 
enjoying the privilege of sending a king : the 
kings of Barra are reputed to live about five 
years aft^r their enthronement, at the expiration 
of which time the unwary generally go off by 
poison administered by the people of the town 
next in succession ; the present king has how- 
ever continued to baffle all efforts to create a 
Vacancy, for he holds the kingly office now as 
firmly as he did ten years ago. 

As the menage of his majesty of Barra, 
might not comprehend such viands as siiited 
'the English taste, it was judged very expe- 
dient to send sundry things, as well as horse^^ 
over the day before, in charge of the interpreter 
'Mr. Pignard, who was also directed to request 
that the king would set aside a house fi)r the 
governor and his party, as they would all ride 
•^oVer in travelling dresses, and appear in cos- 
-*ttime when the interview should take platie. * 
' At six o'clock in the mohiiiig, the goveriior, 
-^aedbtnpanied by the military commaxidatit, 
-^^ another t>fficer, tlie queen's advocate, '^rid the 
chief of the Wesleyato mission, embarked -in 
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a large canoe^ paddled by some sixteen or 
eighteen Serawoolies^ or Tillibmikas, natiyes 
of the far east countries, who come to Bathnrst, 
labour till they earn a musket, and then go 
back with it to their country. The canoe was 
launched, every man in his place, and as the 
paddles struck the water, the song began, never 
ending till it arrived on the Barra shore, where 
the horses of the whole party were in waiting. 

Upon mounting, the governor was accosted 
in broken English, by a Mandingo horseman, 
who, accompanied by six others at a little 
distance, informed him that they had been 
sent by the king of Barra, to escort the 
'^ Tubabl-Mansa " to Barranding ; two of these 
men were the king's most confidential coun- 
sellors in all matters of state importance, and 
another held the high post of alcaide of 
Jillifree, a town in the Barra territory of some 
consequence ; the equipment of this guard did 
not augur ahealt hy state either of the public, 
or privy-purse of his majesty; the two leading 
men were tolerably mounted, and dressed in- 
the Mandingo robe and cap, bare legs, but 
wearing sandals ; armed with swords, which 
the motion of the horse threw round them in 
every direction, when moving faster than a 
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walk^ aad coYered with '* Gris-gris ;" the other 
four were urging on some very sorry beasts, 
and with whom their own appearance corres- 
ponded. It would appear that the Mandingo 
of these parts has no change of habiliments, 
and can never find time to have that which he 

wears, washed — ^this would be a Mr inference 

' t 

judging from its appearance. The saddles 
were little more than packs, with a very high 
peak and cantle, the stirrups extremely short, 
and the stirrup-iron answered the double pur* 
pose of a spur for the horse, and a rest for the 
foot. The Mandingo sits on horse-back very 
mtich as a monkey is often seen in street shows, 
sitting on the back of a dog. The bridles were 
in keeping with the rest of the equipments, 
remarkable chiefly for the powerful bit, which 
is used to restrain a poor animal that has not 
the slightest wish to move at all. 

The Alcaide of Jillifiree seemed to be a man 
upon whom fortune had smiled in a comparar 
tirely larger degree; either he enjoyed the 
possession of a plurality of robes, or otherwise 
that which he wore had recently been through 
the waters of the Jillifree brook, in which 
also the cap must have bathed: indeed, con* 
trasting the appearance of the Alcaide with 
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that of the other portion of the escort, it is 
more than probable that he himself had al^b 
passed half an hour advantageously to his 
person in the same brook; his horse was well 
cleaned also, and in good condition, the animal 
dhowed some symptoms of pride as it stood 
with the others, apparently very much dis- 
posed to repudiate their society for that of Ids 
brothers engaged in the white man's servibe. 
The Alcaide himself wore as now white mantle 
and cap, elaborately embroidered in red silk 
round all the edges of the last, and about the 
arms, neck, and front of the first ; his saddle, 
in form similar to the others, was covered with 
a thin leather, dyed a brown red colour, the 
bridle of the same, both being figured and 
striped with great taste with black ; from tlie 
throat of the horse a tassel depended, made of 
leather, dyed red, black, blue and yellow, ac- 
cording to the ideas of the rider, the colours 
were extremely vivid and well-arranged ; on 
his shoulder was a red leather belt, from which 
hung a sword in a scabbard of the same 
material. There is yet another to be noticed; 
this w^as a man habited as the others were, who 
bore a musket, and to him was given the espe- 
cial <:are of the person of the governor ; he 
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^walked^ or ran^ as it might be necessary to 
maintain his position close to the off shoulder 
of the horse ; the road did not allow of a yerj 
fast pace, but he never was out of his station ; 
altogether^ had a stranger met the party^ he 
would have been disposed to think it in very- 
reputable society. The attendance of this 
musqueteer was an immense honor, and one 
which is conferred upon the chiefs alone. 

A little difficulty occurred in one instance : 
there was an idea entertained by the governor 
that the establishment of his majesty of Barra 
might be wanting in a butler, or indeed any 
attendant of that kind, therefore as the whole 
party were to breakfast by and upon their own 
means, Senegal was directed to accompany the 
governor to Barranding; no horse had been 
provided for him, and the prospect of no break- 
fast was prominently in view ; Senegal said he 
could walk, but then the breakfast must be 
.delayed tOl he came, and already an appetite 
began to ^evince itself; the embarrassment was 
observed by the two " headmen," who enquired 
the cause; but upon being informed, one of 
them laughed heartily, and beckoning to Sene- 
gal, desired him to mount behind, which he 
having done, anA clasping the minister of state 
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round the iraist^ the cavalcade moved forwards 
at a canter^ for the short distance before tke 
road rendered that rate unadvisable. 

The day happilj was doudy or the heat 
would have been oppressive, the road passed 
for a considerable portion of the way along the 
heads of numerous muddy creeks, whiA are 
found so incessantly branching from the rrvers, 
and sea, of Western AMca; this unwholesome 
•district however was left after having rode 
about three miles, then turning in a north- 
easterly direction, the party entered a flat 
country exhibiting signs of considerable cul- 
tivation, and then entered the deserted village 
of Yessicore, at least it has hardly an inhabitant 
in it. Chice this place was of some importance, 
and beneath a cotton tree near it, of stupendous 
size, and extraordinary grandeur, it was 
customary to discuss all great political ques- 
tions ; the body of this tree is wonderful for its 
circumference, its height is in fair proportion, 
but the beauty of its branches spreading far 
over the ground, and with the ends sweeping 
it, is a sight of exceeding loveliness ; an arch- 
way through the branches is kept open, and 
within it forms the most perfect, and most 
extensive bower, probably in the world ; some 
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kundreds of persoDS have sat under it in tke 
discussions alluded to, and tke business has 
been carried on uninterrupted bj the rays of 
the sun, which may yainly seek to penetrate 
tke leafy canopy above. 

Leaving Tessicore, tke patk entered a jsngle, 
wkere tke grass grew so luxuriantly tkat it 
literally arcked oyer above the keads of tke 
riders ; indigo was growing wild, as were otker 
tropical products valued in Europe ; tke ground 
po^esented an aspect capable of malring a most 
ample return, if agriculture were tke pursuit of 
tkose wko drawl out tkeir useless lives upon 
it. 

It was about kalf-past nine o'clock, wken tke 
g o v e rnor arrived upon a gentle keigkt from 
wkick Sananding was distant little more tban 
a mile ; kere tke Alcaide of Jillifree requested a 
kah fiir a time, wkich was conceded as a 
matter of course ; almoet immediately after the 
" Tom-Toms,'* or country drums, of the kii^ 
of Barra were keard, which tke Alcaide notkiag 
said, ** tke king kas seen tke gopremor, so wc 
will go on,'* being about to proceed, •omcthing 
like a disi^eement w^as heard bdbiBa; ww 
was occasioned by the minister of ••••* 
requesting Senegal to dismonnt, "••» i^ w^»Mi 
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be repugnant to Lis dignity to be seea with a 
person sitting bebind him on entering the 
town; Senegal thought only of the breakfast 
he would have to lay ibr the governor, and 
refusing to abdicate grasped tighter and tighter 
the minister, knowing, doubtlessly, of what 
slippery material some of these gentlemen are 
formed; the contention grew warmer, dignity 
was threatened on the one side, and the delay 
of breakfast on the other ; if good consists in 
the happiness of the many, Senegal ought to 
remain on the croup ; but, hke his class when 
composed of low minded and selfish men, the 
miniEter preferred his private enjoyment to that- 
of the benefit of a multitude; providentially 
Mr. Pignard, the interpreter, came up &om 
Barranding, and adjusted all differences by 
taking Senegal up behind him, and joining the 
cavalcade, it proceeded on for Barranding in 
perfect good humour again. 

Being conducted to the principal entrance 
of the town, the governor and bis parly, 
piloted by the Alcaide of Jillifrcc, threaded a 
path so narrow, that with dlfficuhy the edge of 
the mangrove stakes forming the fence on each, 
side could be avoided; these stakes are put 
into the ground in such a manner, that tlie 
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K crooked branches, which arc purposely left on, 
dangerously interrupt the adratice of cavalry, 
but offer no obstruction to footmen ; the con- 
sequence is, that the whole attention of the 
I rider is given up to the preservation of his 
■ head and face from the severe blows with which 
'they are threatened every instant. Pursuing 
this path some little way, a little portico 
appeared in front, and here the whole party 
dismounted ; the Alcaide of Jillifree took the 
governor's horse, the two ministers of state 
each took one also, and conveyed them away, 
leaving the visitors to the guidance of their own 
interpreter Mr. Pignard, who conducted them 
to-.tlie places which the royal will had allotted 
for their occupation. 

Barranding, though one of the seven tovi'ne 
Eupplying'to Barra in rotation a king, is by no 
means large, its population probably does not 
exceed two thousand persons; it is wholly 
composed of huts, for the most part circular, 
constructed of clay, and thatched witli (he 
country reed, the roof reaching far over the 
wall, seeming to defend the iuhabiCants from 
he suD, or rain. 
The stockade Gurronndinj^ "tte^ 
\ denoe encloses full three acres o 
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thorouglily built over with detached huts, 
none joining the other^ but so close together^ 
that scarcely is there room for two men to 
pass each other^ occasionally, a small court 
occurs, with square huts built round it. Into 
this last part of the royal residence, the go- 
vernor and his cortegS were ushered by Mr. 
Pignard. 

A total absence of furniture, is the most 
remarkable feature of the royal establishment, 
there was literally none in the four huts, 
which formed the square given up to the 
visitors, consequently, the ingenuity of Sen- 
egal was engaged to provide a table, this 
feat he accomplished by fitting together as 
well as he could, the several boxes, and 
portmanteaus, which had been conveyed to 
Barranding, containing cloths, eatables, &c., 
for the day ; the surface was somewhat irre- 
gular, and care was necessary iu the navigation 
of the filled teacups about it, indeed this was 
attended with so much misfortune, that some 
of the party thought a glass of porter, or 
ale, more in unison with the circumstances 
of the period, than was the teacup in the 
slippery saucer, notwithstanding all the tea 
table precaution of fiist dipping the former in 
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water; the breakfast was soon got ready, and 
just as we sat down to it, the king sent by- 
one of the ministers of state already mentioned, 
a dish of rice, beautifully dressed, and white 
as snow, it was made into a ball, perfectly 
round, and in circumference about two feet ; 
in order to prove to the governor that it 
might be eaten with safety, the minister thrust 
his fingers far into it, in several places, 
swallowing a little from each part; in return 
the governor sent to the king two bottles of 
porter, and a handful of lumps of white 
sugar. 

The almost numiberless huts within the 
kitig*s stockade, contain the queens and the 
families which have blessed the many unions 
his majesty has been pleased to niake; the 
f(6ar of a prophecy confines the admiration of 
his majesty to ninety nine queens, whenever 
he takes one hundred, he is according to 
the prophecy, to meet an early death; why 
ninety-nine does not destroy his life, it is 
difficidt to say ; through the avenues separating 
the huts, myriads of little black beings are 
darting, and jostling each other incessantly, and 
more than one queen was frequently stealing 
a glance at the visitors, who were lounging 

o 3 
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about^ previously to arranging themselves for 
an interview with the king in public. These 
ladies especially desired to be informed which 
was the " Tubabl-Mansa, " and when certified 
as to his identity, three of the dozen who 
might be looking on, bashfully requested him 
to accept a few roots of the coco, a vegetable 
not unlike the Jerusalem artichoke, and 
which being presented, intimates, as a rose 
does elsewhere, the existence of a flattering 
sentiment. 

His majesty has shown much taste in the 
selection of his female court, the most of 
the ninety-nine queens being young, beautiful 
figures, and possessing an attractive Mandingo 
expression of countenance. There is not much 
care in the concealment of their charms, 
indeed upon this question an utter careless- 
ness seemed to reign, although it is hoped 
with no lurking treason to their leige lord. 

The period was now approaching when the 
two " Mansas " were to meet, and an uu;^ 
foreseen difficulty arose with it. It was 
necessary to change from the light dresses 
adopted for the comfort of riding, to that 
of state and display ; but none of the party 
for a moment had supposed that the gaze of 



TWELVE MONTHS ON THE GAMBIA. 293 

ninetj^Dine queens would have been struggling 
to witness the surprising phenomenon of a 
white man changing his apparel. The hut 
which the governor occupied had in it two 
door ways, but only one door, and that hav- 
ing been made of green wood, had shrunk, 
leaving large slits between the boards ; this 
frail defence w^ on the outside of the 
hut, and there was an incessant scuffling 
tP occupy a slit, and observe the removal 
of one set of clothing, and renewal of it by 
another; as each piece was changed, there 
tocended a delighted laugh, supported by 
dlapping the hands, the curiosity of the queens 
rendered them bolder, and a body of them 
entered the very court yard itself, and for 
anything the governor knew, these might have 
been the advance guard of a larger force j 
on this side, his hut was very vulnerable, 
having an undefended door way only ; emer- 
gency is the author of resource, and imme- 
diately the governor saw his danger, he called 
to Mr. Pignard the interpreter, requesting him 
to spread-eagle himself before the door way, 
And interrupt, as far as his portly figure would 
l^rmit, the view of the interior of the hut, 
this was amply performed by Mr. Pignard, 
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thoQgh their majesties conld not be prevented 
from obtaining a consrderahle inadte into the 
mjsteries of the dress of a ** Tubabl-Mansa^ " 
nor could these royal ladies avoid the expression 
of load approbation^ as last of all,. the ooaf^ 
epaulettes^ sword^ cocked hat and plnmey 
assumed their respectiye places, and the gof- 
Temor stood confessed in all his finery. 

This was the first time the kings of Barxa 
had ever been visited by an En^sh g<H 
vernor upon the Gambia, and be determined 
to make it a day of great state and etiquette. 
So thickly were the huts huddled together 
within the town, that few could have wit* 
nessed the interview if it had taken plaee 
there, in consequence of which, the king 
fiient to request that it might take place out 
side the walls, beneath some trees, which 
threw a heavy shade over the appointed 
ground, this was of course assented to, and 
&rther, that the black and white Mansas, 
sthould proceed to the spot by di&rent ^outes^ 
and majestically advance towards each other 9 
then meeting, greet each other affectionately, 
take seats together, and proceed to show the 
cordiality which existed between them, to 
the assembled multitude. 
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Accordingly the royal processions moYed 
forwards^ the great personages came in view 
of each other. Were overflowing with friend- 
ship and harmony^ greeted and shook handS) 
then Walked together to the trees a few yards 
distanti and took their seat beneath a monster 
nmbrella, made of scarlet silk, the huge stick 
of which, had been firmly stuck in the 
ground; opening the conference by mutual 
a«ar«noes of the in«t friendly disporitiDn, 
and acknowledgments of the gratification 
each received upon the occasion of the visits 
the king referred to the question of the Far- 
rabarwar; at this time, there were from five 
to seven hundred men sitting upon the ground^ 
arvai^ed in a crescent, and as near as well 
could be, leaving only a small space between 
the seats and themselves, they were all armed 
either with musket, sword, or spear, some 
indeed with aU three, a perfect silence reigned, 
excepting when the king felt that any thing 
said by him, or by the governor, claimed 
approbation, then he always appealed to bis 
peo^, waving his hand, and exclaiming, 
^^yoa hear that which is spoken*— it is true, 
which a general long, drawn out ^^ah, " at 
once confirmed, the people simultaneously 
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placing the right hand upon the breast at 
the time. 

The king spoke very sensibly-r-he said that 
one of the Barra people residing at Farraba had 
died; that on such occasions the law gave all 
his property to the king; a law, he said, 
recognized throughout the Mandingo tribes; 
he had sent three times to demand the property, 
hut that so far from yielding it up, his messenger* 
had been threatened with death; he then said 
" what can I do ? must I submit to suffer a loss, 
and be also insulted ? would your king submit 
to it ? " for the African cannot understand how 
a queen can govern a nation ; then looking . to 
his lieges and holding put his hand in really .a 
fine attitude, aided as it was by the ample dra- 
pery of the Mandingo robe, he exclaimed, " I 
have spoken — am I right," — a deep drawn 
*' ah" responded affirmatively. 

These positions were rather difficult to assail, 
as all are, when surrounded by right and truth, 
and the governor, anxious for the preservation 
of peace amongst the tribes, a breach of whigh 
always seriously interrupts the passage of 
trading produce to Bathurst, observed, that the 
present was not a cau^e for involving his people 
in war, because the qiiarrel was of a private. 
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not national complexion — that in European 
countries^ such a case would be decided by 
arbitration — or in the courts of law formed for 
the purpose, (explaining at the same time the 
nature of these processes) that it would be 
unjust to make the people of Barra and 
Farraba injure each other in order to force 
restoration of property to one individual, even 
though he were a king — that the property 
claimed was very trifling, although perhaps 
the principal involved was of importance ; but 
that a war would occasion incalculable loss 
both in life and property, as well as for a time 
suspend the cultivation of his country, and 
consequently his trade. The governor then 
proposed that he should unite with the king in 
strongly urging Farraba to obey the laws 
known to the Mandingo tribes, and in default 
of attention, he would again see the king of 
Barra, and only now entreated that no war 
should be commenced until that time ; the 
king did not look altogether as pacific as could 
have been desired, but again he appealed to the 
people, " Tubabl-Mansa has spoken — is he 
right," an old man rose from nearly the centre 
of the crescent, and throwing his mantle from 
his right shoulder, a mark of respect equivalent 

o 5 
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to lifting the hat in Europe, leading upon his 
spear, a^inst the stick of which^ his grey 
bearded chin rested, while the iron point 
gleamed above his head, and said, *^ the kii^g 
has spoken the law truly — he has a right to the 
property of his people dying as this man did-^ 
all Mandingos know it — we do not like to see 
our king insulted, nor do we like the laws to be 
kicked -^I am an old man — I have seein too 
much of war — my house was broken — my boys 
were killed — I am left by myself — war is bad, 
and it makes bad men worse than they were 
before — every one rushes to fight — the ground 
dies — trade is stopped^— this is war; — the 
* Tubabl-Mansa * has spoken — I counsel my 
king to hear him — if he trusts the * Ttibabl- 
Mansa' he will have justice," then turning to 
the right and left, he said to those on each 
side — "I have spoken; am I right?'* a 
murmur of approbation ran through the crowd, 
and a loud expressed ^^ ah '* decided the case of 
peace or war, at least for the time; the king 
said he was glad to be at peace, that he 
willingly put his case in the hands of the white 
king, and that now the war palaver was done 
with, they must talk together with ^^fun;'^ 
(the words in italics would bear no other 
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traofilatioa according to the interpreter, he 
could give no other to the Maudingo term— 
"broken," otherwise, deatroyed — "the ground 
■ dies," that is, no longer produces — " palaver," 
disciisBion — "fun," general and amusing sub- 
jects ;) the govei'nor eeemed to think that if the 
House of Commons would take a hint from the 
old Mandingo'a Btyle of oratory, the members 
would he more intelligibl*, and get through the 
business with much better success ; but the 
Mandingo had not arrived at that period of 
civilization when men " use words to conceal 
, their tboughta," 

The diplomacy of the day having terminated, 
a curious circumstance succeeded — a figure 
having upon his head a kind of liussar cap, 
made of coloured paper, round which flowers 
were hung, a striped red and white jacket 
buttoned up, pantaloons of yellow linen fitting 
tightly, bare feel, and face painted white, with 
a tinge of colour in the cheeks, suddenly came 
leaping over the squatting assemblage, and 
J arriving at the open space between the people 
..and the king, he commenced chaticring with all 
.the volubility of monkeys sporting amongst the 
branches of the forests ; by his side dangled tjie 
' toy sword of an Englisli c''" ' ' Is btick | 
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hung a mock cartouch box^ in his hand he 
carried a wooden gun, which he presented at 
some one or other of the party, accompanying 
the action with a noise to represent the explo- 
sion of a musket, then affecting to reload, 
capered nimbly about, playing silly tricks, and 
saying anything he liked — the king of Barra 
rose to reach a snuff box which was offered to 
him, this creature instantly and adroitly 
removed the chair unseen by the king, who 
was about to sit down, and would of course 
have fallen to the ground; but the governor 
observing it, saved him that indignity by 
quickly pushing his own beneath the king — 
immediately the old man who had spoken 
rose — all was silence again — he said, ^^ the 
king would have fallen — his seat was taken 
away — the Tubabl-Mansa saved him from 
falling — so the Tubabl-Mansa will always help 
him;" lie sat down, and the people seemed 
convinced of the truth of his prophecy. It 
was however curious to find an official court 
fool in the country of Barra, acting pretty much 
as of old the same functionary did in the courts 
of Europe. There is a strange practice in 
burying these people ; uniformly they are put 
in the ground with the head downwards ; but 
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it is stated that some tribes cut a hollow in the 
Baobab tree, put the body in, and close the 
space up again ; at all events it is strange to 
find amongst the almost savage tribes of 
"Western Africa, a practice of this kind, which 
once attended our own court by appointment. 

During this interview the king was dressed 
in sandals of the country leather, the fastenings 
of which were dyed red and black, a very dirty 
yellow robe covered his person, and on his 
head was a conically shaped straw hat; the 
whole figure being covered with " Gris-Gris," 
the hat and condition of the dress prejudiced in 
some degree the effect of his action and attitude 
while speaking ; otherwise it was well adapted 
to set off his tall and well proportioned figure. 
From the snuff box he continually took a large 
quantity of its contents, with which he inces- 
santly rubbed his teeth. 
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' CHAPTER XVII. 

GRATIFICATION OF BARRA. — CONFIDE IN SAVAQE 
PROTECTION. — THE ROYAL HUT. — PRESENTS. — 
A CHELSEA PENSIONER. — QUEENS OBTRUSIVE. — 
REVIEW THEMSELVES. — A PRESENT TO THE 
GOVERNOR. — A fATAL EXPLOSION. — GALLANT 
CONDUCT. — AN AMERICAN REMEDY. — AMBITIOUS 
CORPORAL. — BOAT SERVICE IN RIVERS. — OPPAN, 
THE DESTINED MUHDERER. — LIVING BY FORCE. 
GOVERNOR EMBARKS IN THE WANDERER. — 
PRECAUTIONS FOR THE SICK. — ISLAND OF SAL. — 
THE SURF. — ST. VINCENT'S. — DON LBON's KIND- 
NESS. — DOMESTICATE ON SHORE. — PORTO GRANDE 
AND THE TOWN. — PRODUCE. — NIGER EXPEDITION 
EXPECTED. 

Withdrawing from the assembled people, 
the king as he rose seemed greatly delighted 
with the events of the day, and taking the 
hand of the governor, said to the crowd, '* now 
the white king has been to Barranding, my 
town will stand up, no white king has done 
so before — it has ^ been war always — we 
looked angry but now it will be, always 
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peace — we laugh together ;" then turning 
to the governor, he said " you came here 
Mrithout solders, (meaning a guard) you have 
no fear of me — but why did not the white kings 
before time do the same ?" 

The governor replied that he could not un- 
dertake to explain the motives of others, who 
had held the office he filled ; but for himself 
he could only say, that when he was upon the 
Barra ground, he knew that he was under the 
care of the Barra king, as the latter would be 
under his care at Bathurst-— there no one should 
touch a hair of the head of the kiog^ or of any 
of his people, who ca9ie to visit, or were sent 
as mcj'sengers, and that all others should be pro- 
tected equally as the English, by the laws ; thcin 
said the governor '^ why do I want my soldiers 
to guard when the king of Barra and his people 
are my guards ?" — '' The Tubabl-Mansa has 
said it — ^fae is right — he can trust himself always 
in the Barra country ?" exclaimed the king, 
very energetically, and the feeling was taken 
up by the surrounding people, who after their 
maimer, affirmed the speech, when the; whole 
meeting broke up, the king requesting 
the governor and his companions to come 
to his peculiar hut After winding through a 
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very narrow path, stockaded on both sides as 
before described, a wicket was reached so low 
and small that the portly figure of his' mdjesty 
was a little compressed in passing through it ; 
every thing bespoke suspicion and precaution ; 
two men could not walk abreast in the stockaded 
path, and but one could enter the wicket at a 
time; the crooked branches pointed in all 
directions from the stockades, the points inter- 
secting each other in so confused a manner, 
that no horseman could possibly make his way 
along between them. Beaching the hut of the 
king the visitors entered ; a plain oblong table 
rudely made of country wood stood upon the 
floor, which, by the bye, was the earth itself; 
there were benches of the same material along 
the sides, and two or three Mandiugo stools, with 
cushions of leather stained red and black, accord- 
ing to fancy, were occupied in corners by an 
equal number of royal ladies, who were engaged 
in rubbing their already beautifully white teeth 
with a stick, said to render them still more 
dazzling. 

His majesty was attended on this occasion by 
the two ministers of state who had been sent to 
meet the governor ; these busied themselves in 
placing tumblers, a pitcher of water, and a 
decanter of rum upon the table ; the king 
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pushed a glass to each of the visitors^ and 
especially favored the governor by wiping one 
for him in the folds of his mantle ; of coarse all 
these attentions and hospitalities were kmdly 
received, and a little of the delicacy tasted. 

The door ways of the royal hut soon became 
thronged with queens, whose faces were seen 
peering in to catch a view of the party, careless 
of the squeezes they sustained from each other 
in the attempt, and laughing most immoderately 
all the time ; those outside slapping with their 
hands the more fortunate ladies who had pos- 
session of the apertures. The interpreter was 
now desired to have some presents brought in 
which were designed for his majesty, this 
created intense curiosity amongst the queens; 
an open yard was judged most appropriate for 
this ceremony, so the party rose and left the 
royal table, adjourning to the appointed place. 

Sound this yard, his majesty, or the curiosity 
of the queens themselves had suggested the 
arrangement of the latter round the inside of 
the walls, where they squatted, in most part of 
the lines three deep, leaving the centre jfiree for 
the presentation of the gifts, and for the occu- 
pation of the respective high personages who 
had now entered the square; their majesties 
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smiled most graciously upon the white yiedtors 
and a merry -hearted, thoughtless assemblage 
they appeared to be, but a Manchester, or a 
SpitaMeld workman would have regarded with 
gloomy feelings the absence of their respective 
handiwork, not twenty yards of which could be 
collected from the wardrobes of the united 
ninety^nine queens. 

The presents consisted of «ome cotton prints, 
tobacco, two muskets, gunpowder, a large jar 
of rum, a three-feet-looking-glass, and lastly, it: 
haying been sent especially by the government, 
the coat and three-cornered hat of a Cheleeai 
pensioner ! the queens on seeing fthese, gave ^ 
way to a simultaneous expression of admiration, 
clapping their hands and screeching with 
delight, at the same time loudly calling out, 
as said the interpreter, for the king to 
put them on ; giving way to this outbreak of 
opinion, his majesty removed the conical straw 
hat, allowing one of the ladies to place the 
other on his head; he then stripped oS his 
Mandingo mantle, superceding it with the 
huge and shapeless coat just presented, and 
he now stood up a confessed Chelsea pensioner, 
to the extreme gratification of his numerous 
and laughing household; so embarrassing did 
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the attentions of the queens, appear^ that in 
order to create a diversion in favor of the king, 
the interpreter was directed to advance the 
looking-glass, the effect of which was conclii^ 
sive and sadden ; in an instant the king was 
left, as it were, a monument, solitary, but for 
those who lounged or played at its base; the 
queens rushed forward, like the masses at a 
Yauxball exbibiton, from sight to sight, and 
now to view faces and charms they probably 
had never before had an opportunity of con- 
templating ; the struggle to occupy a front 
position of the glass was severe, which the 
king observing, he very unceremoniously 
pushed the ladies aside, pbced a minister 
of state on each side the looking-glass, then 
calling the queens up in successioq, allowed 
each a glance of herself as she passed by. 

The day was now drawing towards evening, 
and mounting their horses, the governor and 
suite, took a most fiiendly leave, and rode 
back to embark for Bathurst. Arriving at the 
beach, a cause of some contention appeared to 
have arisen; some Barra men seemed hotly 
contesting some point with the governor's 
oanoe men; on riding up to tranquillize the 
affair, it was found that the kipg of Barra, 
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in the most gracious manner^ had sent as a 
present to the governor a bnllock, in rather 
good condition, and weighing about six hun- 
dred ; the Barra men insisted on putting the 
animal into the canoe; the Tilliebunkas re- 
sisted, deeming it infra, dig. for a governor 
and bullock to travel in the same canoe ; there 
was however nothing else to be done, to have 
declined the creature after the king had sent 
it, would have destroyed the good feeling eman- 
ating from the coat and hat of the pensioner j 
so the governor diriected that it should be put 
in the fore part, with its head and horns 
showing as a kind of figure head to the canoe, 
in which order in the course of three quarters 
of an hour the whole reached Bathurst. 

Throughout this interview there was a 
strange instance of savage and civilized feeling 
on the part of the Mandingos ; the view taken 
by the king of the Farraba case was perfectly 
justifiable, and his sense in deferring the 
declaration of war very prominent, for whatso- 
ever had been the wishes of his people, 
influenced by the kindly feeling of the mo- 
ment, they would readily have followed him 
to the plunder of the Farraba country ; again 
the laconic speech of the old man was founded 
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• 

^ good judgment and justice ; but united to 

taese evidences of intellect and principle, was 

a devotion to a life which tended to degrade 

oiie and the other; the moral habits of the 

^^g were not commendable, and his delight 

^pou receiving the Chelsea coat and hat was 

quite babyish ; however, by treating these half 

civilized beings with kindness, firmness, and 

JU8(ace, they may, unquestionably, be very 

easily controlled, without their feeling that they 

are so. 

<^ the 21at of January it had been arranged 
that some discharges of the mortars should take 
place, in order to try the strength of the 
parapet walls before them; the governor had 
signified his intention to be present, and about 
the middle of the day was the period fixed for 
Ae operation; he was now sitting at the 
breakfast table, deeply engaging " Sam Slick," 
whicli had just appeared at Bathurst, when on 
a sudden a tremendous explosion took place ; 
dreadful screams succeeded— the very room 
seemed to heave and sink under the concussion ; 
the first idea was that the mortars had been 
simultaoeorusly fired, the time might have been 

mistated '* Sam Slick" was left upon the 

table, tho erovemor ran to the colonnade, when 
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within thirty yards of the house then occupied 
as the govemuient house, an immense volnme 
of 6re and smoke was ascending, carrying with 
it burning rafters and planks, fragments of 
which were falling immediately after so thickly 
in the yard, that the sentry ran for shelter to 
the box. 

Instantly the governor ran to the spot — a 
large stone house had been suddenly blown ! as 
he entered the gateway, he saw the body of a 
woman lying on the ground, it was shapeless, 
literally nothing but a mass of bruised and torn 
flesh, with broken bones protruding through it 
in all directions — two gentlemen, providentially 
not sitting directly over the gunpowder, were 
escaping from the fiery ruins, and the cries 
of some wretched sufferers unable to escape, 
were heard as in a deadened tone they 
ascended through the rubbish above. The 
whole force of the police and garrison 
was on the spot, and every exertion was 
made to extricate those persons whose groans 
were now becoming more and more feeble, 
one was saved — he said that others were 
still beneath, — their groans were no longer 
audible — they had expired — six were thus 
buried alive under the ruins ! — an alarm 
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that more gunpowder was in the houee was 
r.givGQ, wMch if exploded, woidd certainly 
,xuiu a mercantile house and store, close to 
I lit. The military dashed forward, led by 
^HB officer, Mr. Ireland, of the 3rd West 
I ^Itvdia regiment, to find if passible the pow- 
der, and carry it to a place of safety; the 
; house at this time was in a bhoze, the 
locality of the powder was pointed out, a door 
was broken down, and in a small store-room 
the barrels of powder were seen stowed one 
above the other ; Mr. Ireland did not hesitat«, 
he passed in followed by some soldiers, assisted 
I yby whom he handed out every barrel aa calmly 
I ..as if water instead of £re had been raging 
around him ; it was an act of calm, premedi- 
tated gallantry, performed with a resolution 
that no danger could aSect. 

In contradistinction to the exertions of 
.every European officer, from the governor 
^.downwards, all of whom were from tlie first 
actively engaged upon the ruins, to relieve 
if possible, those beneath, in spite of the 
alarm about more gunpowder, the conduct 
.of the African was prominently apathetic; 
they stood looking on, indiffexent to the cir- 
cumstances passing before them, until actu' 
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driven by the staff of the policeman, and 
bayonet of the soldier, to form a line to 
pass water in buckets form the sea side to 
the burning house. The mate of an Ameri- 
can brig in the anchorage, was strikingly 
coospicuouB for his efforts to subdue the 
flames, standing at their edge, and hurling 
water upon them, as fast as it waa deliycred 
, soon however the fire engine came 
down, and destruction was stayed. 

One of these half educated Africans who 
lounged about the ruins from curiosity, afler 
the powder was taken away, (he was a govern- 
ment clerk,) dressed in white with elaborate 
neatness, happened to fall under the notice of 
the American mate, who called to him to hand. 
some water along, the effaminatc iJuppy replied 
as he held out his jacket, "my clothes to© 
clean," and he was turning away ; the generous 
hearted sailor could not stand this, and exhibited 
on the instant an American remedy j like a 
tiger he sprung after him, struck him a blow 
with his fist which levelled him in the dust and 
dirt, loudly calling out, d — n your eyes, I'll 
make your jacket dirty enough for you to 
work," and then returned to his station. 

It was evening before the ruins had been 
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I beared away, when six bodies were taken 
! from them dead; it was neyer known by 
What means tbe explosion took place ; it 
never ongbt to have occurred, for there is 
a law against keeping gunpowder in private 
houses, but for the purpose of saving a small 
payment for lodging it in the magazine, it 
had been smuggled on shore, and now caused 
this direful occurrence. With reference to 
the mate of the American bng, the governor 
marked his estimation of it by a pecuniary 
, reward, though the funds of the colony did 
not allow of an offering; equivalent to the 
services he rendered. 

4 gratifying trait occurred in the case of 
lorporal of the 3rd West India Regiment; 
I he had been extremely active in helping 
Mr. Ireland hand out the barrels of gun- 
powder, from amidst the surrounding fire; 
when that duty had been completed they both 
s to the governor, who with some others 
I were standing above exerting themselves with a 
* parly in clearing the upper ruins away ; the 
remains of the shingle roof was on fire, and the 
flames from it threatened the neighbouiing 
houses, it was therefore necessary to throw it 

»down, and Mr. Ireland was moUDting a dan- 
VilL. II. !■ 
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geroua and tottcrmg ascent to fix a fire boolcv 
it ; his gallant corporal saw the opportiiiiitj>i 
aciifuiring distinction, and seizing his officer I 
the jacket, checked his admncc and jump) 
nimbly by him, grinning most merrily, and e 
claiming " Massa Ireland, that no place for 
officer — Epose I hook liim, major give me toder 
stripe to my arm." 

February Ist., the Wanderer, sloop of war, 
came in ; slic had been actively engaged in 
searching the rivers Ponga and Nuner for 
slavers with her boats ;— upon their return to 
the ship, the fever broke out, and forty-two 
of those men who had been away in the 
boats, were now attacked by it ; though it 
did not at all extend itself amongst the re- 
mainder of the crew ; and so confident did 
the governor himself feel upon the question 
of infection, that notwithstanding the sickness 
which prevailed on board, he embarked 
on board her, to go to the Cape de Verd 
Islands, transact some business there, and 
return in the same vessel. 

Some time before this, a liberated African 
named "Merchant," alias "Oppan," the 
alias, by the bye, being his country, and 
real name, had been tried, and condi 
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to deaths for the muKler of his wife. The 
case was this. They resided at Mac Carthy's 
leland, and early one morniogj they both 
weDt to the wharf, for the purpose of em- 
barking; in a TCSBcl goicg to Bathurstj on 
their rout to the canoe they quarrelled, and 
by the time they arrived near, he was i'uri- 
ouB, she replied to his abuse, and pulling 
out a knife, he stabbed her in several places ; 
he of course was apprehended immediately, 
and she was taken to the hospital, where, 
having semained some time, she partially 
recoTered, and at her own desix'e, she was 
allowed to leave it; the man was aenl to 
Bathurst for trial, found guilty, and left for 
execution, by the chief justice, Mr. Hook, 
who had come up from SieiTa Leone, to 
hold the assizes. 

Oppaii belonged to a tribe of a peculiarly 
ferocious disposition, one of whose frequent 
aberrations is to imagine themselves ; destined 
to commit a certain number of murders, 
which having fulfilled, they then go to death 
themselves, confident of receiving some ines- 
timable reward, from the spirit which they 
have so amply propitiated, they look upon 
death as a victory, and meet it without one 
p 3 
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atom of fear or regret; they exult in the 
murders, and contemplate their, execution 
with heroism, conceiving it to release him 
from worldly wretchedness, and usher him 
to everlasting indolence, the desiderata of 
the African selected for slaves. 

Upon the condemnation of this man, his 
execution rested in the will of the governor ; 
it had on the trial become known that he 
had decoyed two children into the woods, 
and there murdered them, for which, had he 
been acquitted of the charge upon which 
he was now before the jury, he would again have 
been given into custody ; the wretch admitted 
that his mission was now completed, and that 
he gloried in having done what would make 
the spirit he served, be "his father, "—he 
had determined to die, defying all that man 
could do to degrade and pain him. 

The governor wrote to England stating this ; 
setting forth that death would to this tribe 
always be an incentive to a prgsecution of their 
creed; and that as in death they saw not only 
relief from all worldly troubles, but also a total 
cessation of the necessity of bodily exertion, so 
to execute Oppan would be to gratify his 
wishes, and deter none of those who entertained 
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similar piopensities, from pursuing their bloody 
course; the governor therefore recommended 
that Oppan's sentence shoidd be commuted to 
imprisonment and hard labour for life, whicji 
would inflict a heavy punishment upon himself, 
and supply a daily example to his tribe of the 
consequences of following their execrable be- 
lief. 

Oppan was now ordered to be brought in 
cttstody and in his chaina before the governor ; 
light as were the chains he seemed to delight 
in their clink as they touched the stone steps 
up which he walked with a countenance 
marked with the calmest, but naost unmitigated 
defiance; he was a well made man, by no 
means possessing an unpleasing aspect; main?- 
taining a manly and erect carriage, as he was 
brought to the governor's presence, by whom 
he was addressed throxigh the interpreter 
substantially as follows, '^ Oppan, you have 
been tried fairly, and convicted of the barbarous 
murder of the woman you should have pro- 
tected — had you been acquitted of that murder 
(Oppan interrupted by saying, " I did it,") 
you would have again been tried for the murder 
of two children, (Oppan again interrupted, 
^^ why try me, when I tell you I did kill them 
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both; I killed them in the wood the people 
speak of/*) the evidence is so perfect that yoxur 
conyiction must have followed — therefore you 
must have been condemned to execution. 
All this has been laid before the sovereign of 
England^ with a reconmiendation from m^ 
respecting the course to be pursued^ which the 
sovereign has been pleased to adopt ; it is thid^ 
that instead of beihg executed, you shall be 
forced to live — you shall be kept in irons while 
in prison, and while wc^king during the dajr 
you shall be so guarded that escape shall be 
impossible — you shall live> as an exatnple to 
others of jcnxr tribe who would follow their 
infamous inclinations ;*' when this short address 
was commenced, Oppan threw back his head^ 
and his entire carriage expressed the tnost 
resolute determination to encounter his fskte 
firmly ; but when he heard that he was to live, 
and live to labour ; to be daily seen in drudgery 
and punishment by the people of a tribe before 
whom he had hoped exultingly to die, was so 
unexpected a blow,- that his whole frame 
sfeiemed suddenly linnerved, his chin fell upon 
his chest, and his lips assumed that peculifir 
bluish tint which denotes the approach of a 
faint in the black — the keepers supported him 
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away, as the governor gave orders to that 
tsffect — and the next day he was seen working 
on the road with a heavy pickaxe, securely 
fastened to him by a rope being passed 
through a hole in the handle, and then round 
hie own body, to undo the fast«nings would 
inToIve some time, and in attempting to effect 
■which he would be observed by the keepers 
superintending the prisoners ; while it remained 
festened it would eft'ectiially obstruct his escape 
by sudden flight, as he must either carry, or let 
it fall on the ground. Every day this wretch 
was treated in the above manner, and he totally 
iost all his self-possession; hopes were enter- 
tained that he was repenting of his ciTmes, and 
,the interpreter took one of the native readers, 
trained by the Wesleyan missionaries, to open to 
him the benefits attendant upon repentance ; 
but no remorse was operating within his heart ; 
^ only asked for death; as for crimes be said, 
iiP I have committed none — I was born to kill 
seven people — I have done it;" it was the 
punishment which harassed him in disappoint- 
ment, and not the crimes, that bent to the earth 



^th of February, the Wanderer went 
I having taken on board the 
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governor, with the intention of going to the 
Cape De Verd Islands in order to restore the 
health of his men, upwards of forty of whom 
were still on the sick-list ; for nearly a week 
the ship was kept under very little sail, that the 
sick might not be disturbed, gradually creeping 
to the north-west; as the land is left behind, 
the atmosphere rapidly becomes lighter and 
invigorating ; and when once amongst the 
islands, in the influence of the north-east trade 
wind, the climate is lovely in the extreme ; on 
the evening of the 1 1th sail was made, and on 
Sunday morning the ship was a short distance 
to the northward of the island of Sal; orders 
had been given by the captain to the master to 
place the vessel at daylight immediately off the 

* 

entrance of a bay in which it was said a large 
slaver was skulking ; the order was executed 
with beautiful accuracy, but the story about the 
slaver was altogether as inaccurate; running 
down the west side of the island, and rounding 
the southern extremity, the anchorage was 
gained : no less than thirteen vessels were 
lying there, almost all of them British, and of 
considerable tonage; this island derives its 
name very appropriately from the number of 
salt springs in it, and exports an immense 
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tonage of that produce to South America; 
beyond this it does nothing, unless perhaps in a 
little orchilla moss. 

In the afternoon the Wanderer was again 
under sail for the island of Boa Vista, distant 
but a little way ; upon nearing the anchorage, 
however, the surf was seen to be running in 
such terrific height, that the vessel was hauled 
off to the westward, and a course shaped for 
St. Vincent's Island. 

The anchorage at Boa Vista is at some seasons 
of the year extremely dangerous, from the 
heavy rolling sea which sets in to it ; although 
apparently well defended from any wind, this 
extraordinary swell of the sea renders it a 
treacherous anchorage, for scarcely any vessel, 
however so well supplied with cables and 
anchors, could ride in security when they set 
in ; happily they are not of common occurrence, 
were they, the bay could not be frequented 

The next evening the Wanderer anchored in 
Porto Grande in the island of St. Vincent's ; it 
is a fine bay, free from the objections attached 
to Boa Vista, sheltered on three sides by the 
shape of the island, and the large island of St. 
Antonio stretches across the entrance, leaving 
ample space for ingress and egress. It was 

p 5 
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bbnring Teiy k«^ tfa e re fa ^ bo one landed^ the 
svrf howerer was not at all higli, but the ^pnkj 
woald hare wetted ererr one going im ^ore in 
the boat. 

The next day the gorenH^ and the HonUe. 
Capt. Denraan landed and went to the re^den€» 
of the commandant to pay him a eomplimentary 
Tisit ; he was a young man of obliging manners, 
and receiTed his yisitors with more kindness 
than state, indeed he had no mean? Wt at his 
disposal for any display of the latter, ; he was 
a yonng man of some military rank, married 
and had a yonng £imily rising round him ; his 
residence bespoke the absence of private afflu- 
ence, and equally so of public salary, every- 
thing was on the most reduced scale, whaterer 
might be its species. With great kindness Don 
Leon John Banes, allowed his visitors the use of 
a small empty house during the stay of the 
Wand«-er ; a great comfort as Capt. Denman 
proposed to paint the ship while in Porto 
Grande, and it was thankfully occupied. 
Whomsoever might have been its former 
tenants, they certainly were very dirty people ; 
and in order to remove each offensive memento 
the Kroomen of the Wanderer were sent for, 
provided with sand, stones, scrapers, and 
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iwickieta of water ; the operation of " holy- 
stoning " the Hoors of the only two rooms soon 

commenced and rapidly the eoiled aspect was 
cliaaged for a clean white surface, the Honble. 
Captain superintending from a seat upon the 
the fourth step of a ladder which formed a 
staircase ,through the ceiling of the flat roof 
above, and the governor of her majesty's settle- 
ments on the Gambia, located half in, and half 
out of a window, each having thrown aside 
shoes and stockings for the time, and tucked 
the trowsers well up to avoid the wetting. Such 
was the relative position of the son of the Lord 
chief Justice of England, and his guest the 
governor, when his excelleucy Don Leon John 
Eanez, came to return the visit which they had 
made to him the day before , all parties laughed 
heartily at the soene, excepting tile Kroomen 
who went on scraping and holystoning, just as 
if no such thr^ gieat personages were before 
them. 

The two rooms were at length cleansed Ewd 
feirly put in ord^ r ; one was used in the treble 
capacity of dressing, di'awing, and dining room, 
■the other having a flag for a curtain dj*awn 
across its centre served for two bedrooms, and 
there was a small shed outside in the reai', in 
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which the cook was established^ and with so 
much preparation it was deemed that an invita- 
tion to dinner could. with great propriety be 
given to Don Leon Banez, which on his part 
was graciously accepted. 

The town over which Don Leon holds autho- 
rity may consist of about thirty or forty very 
small tenements made of stone^ stuck together 
with mere mud, which is constantly crumbling 
from between them, by the action of the sun, 
wind, or rain, if ever it does rain here ; however 
the operation on that which is intended to cement 
the stones together, goes on rapidly enough 
without that agency, and causes, what in the 
residences of the low Portuguese is always very 
desirable — namely — a wholesome ventilation, 
through which an atmosphere of tobacco, soiled 
linen, garlic, &c. may be dispersed for the 
benefit of those who are passing. There is the 
skeleton of a church, that is four walls are raised, 
but when the roof is to be put on them, Don 
Leon would not venture to guess ; at present 
no one seems to ask any questions about the 
state of the souls of the 550 inhabitants which 
form the leiges of Dpn Leon. Better care is 
taken of the revenue, which almost altogether 
arises from the orchilla moss, a shabby looking 
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lichen thai spreads itself over the rocks^ and the 
collection of which is farmed out by the govern- 
ment ; a good deal is gathered here every year, 
and at this time the amount at which the right 
of gathering the moss was let out, brought the 
Portuguese £40,000 ; a considerable quantity 
was collected in a store ready for exportation, 
together with an accumulation of old bones, 
where the latter came from it would be difficult 
to say, for there appeared a dreadftd paucity of 
catde of any deacription on the ubnd. 

Don Leon has received advices that the 
steamers destined to convey the Niger expe- 
dition of Captain Trotter to self destruction may 
be expected daily off St. Vincent's, a circum- 
stance which gives him much gratification, for 
he is shut up in St. Vincent's literally without a 
being of even his own grade in private life to 
speak to; the presence of the Wanderer is 
a great treat to him. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

HEALTHFUL CLIMATE OF ST. VINCENT. — WATER. 
AN EARLY RAMBLE. — THE MISSING " REDWING." 
PORTUGUESE CRUISER, A SLAVER AS WELL. — A 
DONKEY RIDE. — DON LEON's PLANTATION. — AT 
DINNER. — EMBARRASSMENT OF A SALUTE. — BOA 
VISTA " LUCUS " &C. — RECOGNIZED AS AN 
AFRICAN CRUISER. — ADVICE. — CEREMONY BE- 
FORE SALUTING.— THE TOWN OF ST. JAGO. — 
WAYS AND MEANS. — AMERIOAN CONSUL.— OUT 
MANCEUVRE A PORTUGUESE. — RETURN TO BATH- 
UR8T.— GOVERNMENT HOUSE EMPTY.— HUNGER 
THBEATNED.— RBLI£VED BY THE QUEEn'B ADVO- 
CATE.— COLLECTOR OP CUSTOMS. — SUPEBCEDBD 
BY A TIDE-WAITEB. — MOTIVE.— FEELING IN THE 
COLONIES. — ESTIMATE OF A WHIG MINISTER. 

The water in Porto Grande is brackish, and 
caused some inconvenience to the. new comers, 
which becoming known to Don Leon, he 
came to the house full of regrets, and saying, 
that in future, during the stay of the Wan- 
derer, water should be brought to us from 
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his farm^ about three miles distant ; he said 
it would only be the trouble of putting another 
jar on the mule which went twice every day for 
water for his family; Don Leon ttated that 
although the water was in Porto Grandr; 
brackish^ yet that close to the sea side, in 
another bay^ it might be got pretty good 
by sinking a cask in the sand, and tliat shi[M 
frequently procured it there. 

The climate of St. Vincent's at tbU tim<; 
was delightful^ dry, cool, and in ilus aaxly 
morning, bracings without being cold ; waking 
at an early hour, the side of au a^^j/iring 
mountain was scaled^ over tim head i^f wk'uiU, 
SL fine healthful north east bre^m wum Uvw- 
mg fresh from tbe sea; a good pauoramu: 
▼iew of part of the island wtm iAttumud from 
this beigiit; it presented nothing but a i't-w 
green spots, in the midst ^f a wuiceh^um of 
dried up plaiiii^ surroundad by sterile m/^mi- 
tains, the fine bay of Porto Graiide to the 
south, and the blue Atlantic waves crested 
with white foam, spreading Itself to the; nortti- 
ward, until apparently bounded by tlie sky 
ilself. Salt might easily be made here, by 
evaporation, but the facility with which it is 
got at the island of Sal, probably deters 
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speculation in this quarter; Don Leon met 
the two English officers in their rambling, 
and accepted an invitation to breakfast, at 
which meal, he seemed very much pleased 
with a bottle of the captain's claret, preferring 
it to tea, or coffee. If ever there was a good 
natured and kind hearted man, Don Leon 
was one ; although he could not return break- 
fasts and dinners in kind, yet he made it 
very clear that he fully appreciated the at- 
tentions which were offered to him, in every 
manner in his power. 

While at breakfast Don Leon gave some 
authentic information respecting the loss of the 
" Redwing," an English brig of war, in 1827 or 
1828 ; this ill fated vessel was sent to the coast 
of Africa to cruise against slavers ; she sailed 
from some one of the anchorages there, and 
was never heard of afterwards by the British 
government, nor has any clear information 
respecting her ever been received by those to 
whom her fate must have been matter of deep 
concern ; Don Leon, however, assured his two 
visitors that the captain of the Spanish schooner 
" rior de Porto Rico," positively stated to him, 
that he saw the Redwing upset in a heavy 
tornado when in chase of two slavers, both of 
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which also upset, and not a soul was saved 
from either of the vessels ; the captain said that 
the " Flor de Porto Rico " was only saved by 
lowering her sails before the tornado broke 
upon her. This seems to be authentic, for the 
captain of the Spanish schooner could have had 
no interest -in fabricating such an account. 

It appears also very certain that the Portu- 
guese national cruiser stationed at these islands, 

commanded by St. Vicente Boderigue G a, 

has frequently brought slaves from the coai^t of 

4 

Africa to St. Jago, the head quarters of the 
government of this cluster of islands. 

February 20, Don Leon had procured four 
donkeys, which at half past ten o'clock wcra 
mounted severally by himself, Captain Den- 
man, the Gambia governor, and an officer 
of the Wanderer, all of whom proceeded to 
visit the plantation of Don Leon, in ihu 
country, not that the diflference between the 
town and country in St. Vincent's, is very 
observable; the trappings of the horses were 
not in value and contrivance, unlike those 
which decorate the Mandingo hack of Bac- 
cow, a piece of packing cord being an im- 
portant substitute for a bridle, however the 
party mounted, and ambled away towards 
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the mountain plantation^ after paasing up a 
hollow way, which serves for a road in the 
fine season, and for a water course in the 
rains that prevail for a short period, they 
struck across a plain, which could it be 
irrigated, would be very fertile, at present 
there is struggling for life upon it, only a 
small shrub, the leaf of which resembles that 
of the cedar, and the blossom that of the 
lavender, but the perfume is very faint, in 
the ravines there is a larger tree, which 
is cut for firewood, this last is comparatively 
plentiful, and grows wherever, there is a 
water course, or other moistened locality. 

There was some difliculty and much patience 
necessary in the management of the donkeys, 
as the cord bridles were not fastened to bits, 
but merely hitched round the lower jaw of the 
animal, and kept in his mouth by being placed 
in any gap formed by an absent tooth. After 
travelling about two miles, an ascent was 
gained which gave a fine view of the Atlantic 
to the north, and the breeze which now blew 
upon the party was hailed with delight : before 
them, was the blue open sea, oh the left a lofty 
range of rugged mountains, and to the right a 
similar range, but with a deep indentation at 
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the ele?ation from whence this scenery dis- 
covered itself; a narrow path winding along 
the face of this range, brought the whcde party 
to the plantation of Don Leon Banez. 

The plantation was quite in its in^cy, and 
much industry had been expended upon it ; a 
small, but constant spring of water trickled 
from a cave in the mountain side, here Don 
Leon had had a hut erected, it boasted but 
one room — the water fresh from the spring 
was delicious after the hot and dirty ride 
upon the back of a donkey ; with great care 
this small stream has been guided about the 
face of the mountain beneath it, watering in 
its passage numerous small terraces, in which 
are respectively produced the sugar cane, 
coffee, Indian com, the vine, bannanna, plan* 
tain, and indeed any European or tropical 
products of the earth; the island wants but 
water to convert the rugged sides of its moun- 
tains, and the parched surface of its plains into 
b^uty and fertility. It unfortunately seems 
never to have occurred to Don Leon that the 
same industry which he has exercised with 
reference to these terraces, would have been 
much better expended in employing this stream 
to irrigate a fine plain at the foot of the moun- 
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tain, on the sides of which the terraces are 
placed ; this plain goes off on a gentle incli- 
nation, and by the formation of a few chan- 
nels every inch of it might be irrigated by 
means of this small stream, instead of which it 
is annually baked, and the stream after watering 
the terraces is allowed to lose itself in a swampy 
ground in which it is evaporated and otherwise 
lost and extends itself no farther.. After having 
visited all parts of this plantation, which small 
as it is, not covering more than seven or eight 
acres, of ground, exhibits extraordinary fertility, 
the whole party returned, and in the evening 
met at dinner with Captain Denman, whose 
claret and champagne seemed to meet the taste 
of Don Leon with great exactitude, and he in- 
dulged in an expression of his opinions upon 
Portuguese revolutions, and matters connected 
with the islands with much freedom and force. 
Amongst other plants found on this island, the 
senna grows well, and another which is said 
to have properties effecting a certain cure in 
glandular diseases. 

On the 27th, Captain Denman and the go- 
vernor embarked, Don Leon coming also with 
them to breakfast; after which he returned, very 
much embarrassed by the captain expressing 
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an intention to salute him, which said Don Leon^ 
'* to return would quite ruin my powder maga- 
zine," — therefore he took leave of his English 
friends, both of them very gratefully acknow- 
ledging his kindness. 

Boa Vista was the next island visited; the 
defects of this anchorage have been named 
abeady ; the day however was now very fine, 
and the water smooth, and a pilot anchored the 
Wanderer in a good position ; the consul, Mr. 
Bendall, very kindly received the officers who 
landed, and they passed the day with him. 
How this island ever became possessed of the 
title of Boa Vista is difficult to imagine, it is 
a collection of mountains and sandy plains, 
without a single fine view either in or from it ; 
there were a good many rather suspicious 
looking small vessels in the bay, symptomatic 
of a slaving disposition being indigenous to 
the island; and curiously enough both Capt. 
Denman, and his guest, the governor, were 
recognised as well-known cruisers upon the 
western coast ; indeed it was kindly intimated 
that it would be well to avoid being out after 
the evening had closed, for there was always 
a knife ready to despatch such obnoxious per- 
sons ; this precaution was unfiecv^ '^^* i* 
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was intended to embark from the first at an 
early hour in order to proceed to the seat of 
government at the island of St. Jago^ where 
the Wanderer was anchored the day after. 

There is a practice upon entering a foreign 
port which has something very unpleasing in it 
to say the least ; it is that of sending on shore 
to say that a salute will be fired^ if an equal 
salute will be returned — as if one said^ on 
meeting a person^ " Sir, I will lift my hat to 
you, if you will lift yours as high." Captain 
I>enman very properly, and in good spirit, 
abandoned this admission of doubt; hoisting 
the Portuguese fls^ at the fore, he fired a 
salute of twenty-one guns, which was as im* 
mediately returned by the battery on shore. 

The day was extremely hot, and not rendered 
more pleasant by walking through a very filthy 
town, approached from the beach by a road 
replete with all manner of nuisances alive and 
dead ; there is something in the poverty of the 
Portuguese that seems to accumulate every 
ofiensive matter round it, far beyond the po- 
verty of any other nation ; the very atmosphere 
of a Portuguese colony is fceted ; fever, cholera^ 
and plague is suggested at every turn ; the 
old are haggard, and the young have no fresh- 
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nfiss. The towD. of St. Jago especially falls 
under these observations: its condition no 
doubt is somewhat affected by the vast swamp 
which liiss bdbind the town^ the latter being 
bixUt upon a ridge dividing this swamp £rom 
the sea ; the exhaJiations are of course carried 
upwards^ and find a congenial abode in the 
streets, and crowded buildings of the place. 
The orchilla moss is the staple of all the islands 
with the exception of Sal ; and on one occasion 
the Governor General neither having been paid 
bis own salary, nor having any funds remitted 
to pay those of his officers, &c., seized and sold 
the whole of the collected orchilla moss, thus 
rising ample means, and paying the remainder 
over to the Portuguese government, the or- 
chilla being then collected by the government, 
but in order to -avoid in future a similar ^summary 
proceeding, that government has ever since 
farmed out this produce, which is taken year 
by year at a bidding.' 

The American consul invited the English 
officers to meet Captain Bell and the officers of 
the United States schooner Dolphin at dinner, 
and a very pleasant day was passed after having 
traversed the filthy streets, and waited on the 
governor in . a if^ 4poor. ..and. unfurnished 
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goyernment house. The Dolphin had been look- 
ing for slavers in the rirers north of Sierra Leone. 
The defences of St. Jago are in a very dilapidated 
state, although iiom the sea they have an im- 
posing appearance; the soldiery partake of the 
same aspect^ indeed from the governor down- 
wards, all seems worn out, the American consul, 
Mr. Bell, oxdy retaining his naturally robust 
complexion, sustained no doubt materially by 
his kind disposition. 

In return for the visit made by the go*- 
vernor and Captain Denman, upon His 
Excellency of the Cape de Verds, the latter 
sent on board his aid-de-eamp, and another 
officer, charging them with an apology for 
himself, who found the work of getting into 
the boats in a surf, and climbing up the 
sides of rolling ships, some^^hat ill suited to 
his years ; the aid-de-camp was a very young 
man, manifestly very proud of his office, 
and rather more so of his green uniform, 
a good deal ornamented with silver ; evidently 
he expected to be saluted, and lingered about 
the cabin, and afterwards upon the deck, 
admiring the different arrangements of the 
ship — which indeed a practical i naval officer 
might have done in sincerity — especially re- 
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marking upon the guns, to which he con- 
stantly reverted; but Captain Denman was 
inexorable — ^nothing brought the Kvely Port- 
uguese at all nearer to his desired salute, 
and seeing after a time, that the pursuit was 
hopeless, he requested his boat and courteously 
took leave. 

The fact was, that Captain Denman would 
willingly have conceded the honor of a salute, 
even were it could not properly be claimed, 
to gratify a little, the vanity of a good 
natured young soldier, but he would not be 
swindled out of a salute, and had noticed 
that no salute had been fired on the occasion 
of the governor of the British Gambia settle- 
ments calling upon the governor general of 
the Cape de Veids; observing this, and re- 
membering the confiding manner in which he 
had upon anchoring in the roads, saluted 
the flag of Portugal, nothing could have 
moved him to salute the aid-de-camp; he 
was not a man to be cajoled, and though 
he would never delay the execution of an * 
important duty, on account of some omission 
in etiquette, yet where the latter was alone 
to be considered, he would not yield a si 
as in the present instance; but nevertt 
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he would teach by practice the proper 
and did bo in the following manner. 

The captain of the United States schooner 
Porpoise, lying in the roads, had called upon 
Captain Denman and hia guest the governor, 
therefore this morning it was proposed to 
return the call ; accordingly they both got 
into the boat very shortly after the ^d-de- 
camp left the ship, and before he had reached 
the shore ; immediately the boat was clear 
of tlie effect of the fire, the heavy thirty-two 
pounders thundered out a salute, but iu 
order to prevent any mistake as to the person 
saluted, the English Sag was hoisted to the 
mast-head during the time occupied in firing 
it; after having paid this visit, the anchor 
of the Wanderer was got up, and on the 
11th of March she again anchored off the 
government house iu the Gambia. 

It was towards the conclusion of the after- 
noon when the "Wanderer anchored ; the 
governor ' landed with Captain Denman, and 
being received with the usual formal itjes, 
proceeded to the government house, at which 
place he found plenty of dispatches, bnt 
no preparations for dinner, the African ser- 
vants having thought it quite compclen^^r 
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them to go pleasuring when their master did ; 
the prospect therefore was by no means 
cheering within the walls of the government 
house, orderlies and other messengers were 
despatched in pursuit of cook, butler, the 
" horseman," &c., as grooms are here termed, 
though they never get on horse-back, in or- 
der tliat dinner might be prepared, while the 
two officers just landed under such unpropi- 
tious an aspect of affaire, amased themselves 
by riding out. 

The horseman, a Krooman, almost instantly 
turned up, and the saddles were as expedi- 
tiously put upon the horses, when the queen's 
Advocate came up, bringing with him, the 
new chief justice of Sierra Leone, who being 
"on his way to assume his office, had called 
at Bathurst to see how the calendar stood 
in that quarter, as he had the happiness to 
preside over the courts of justice in cither 
colony; the presentation of the chief justice 
having taken place, the queen's advocate 
I 'stepped forward with a. savinir clause in tlio 
["matter of dinner. ■ l.a.l 

tthe chief jutitio. .n.d 

leap tain tiUould 
Po'do'cTt, this V 
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of a dinner tends mucH to reduce the enjdvl 
ment of tlie period ■which muat be 
between the origin of the doubt, and tn 
solution of that interesting problem. 

There was but time for a hasty glance e 
the dispatches, and for a short ride, before 
it became necessary to prepare for the party 
of the queen's advocate, which having done, 
they both repaired to his residence, and 

there found Mrs. M in the fullness of 

her vivacily and attractions — alas! how fe#1 
hours were to glide away before the gcnOi 
spirit which animated her features i 
leave them cold, unconscious and lifeless !— 
the party was joined by the secretary of t 
colony and some of the military, and as so 
many had come with fresh subjects, and 
others had necessarily much to tell, the eveniag 
passed off most pleasantly. 

It was gratifying to find that the change i 
climate had effected a most important alteratiott 
in the health of the Wanderer's men; the 
attention paid to the several means of restoring 
them, united to the undoubted skill of the 
medical officers on board, had, under the divipt 
will, reduced the sick-list from forty-twb 
dangerous cases, to only a few convalescent^ ja 
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a reBult which will uniformly attend any ship 
that may be able to boast the presence of 
discipline such as that which reigned in the 
Wanderer, where guided by the mercy of an 
ever watchful Providence to the benefits of a 
better climate even for a few weeks. 

The return of the governor to Bathurst, was 
met by a disagreeable piece of information, 
touching the arrival of a person appointed 
from England to be collector of the customs ; 
au event which but too clearly showed how 
little regard was had to real services, by those 
whom at this period administered the govern- 
ment at home. ' 

Sir. Alexander Ingram, bad been in tfte 
service of the customs upwards of seven years, 
and was now filling the office of acting col- 
lector ; he had been more than that period 
actually in the service of the government, and 
this portion of his life had in addition been 
passed in Western Africa; by bis prudent 
habits be bad preserved in a great degree his 
constitution, and by his integrity, intelligence, 
and zeal, he had gained the favour of former 
governors, until he obtained from Major 
Machie, the predecessor of the journalist, the 
appointment of acting collector of the customs. 
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It was natural and just to hope that with s 
services and qualifications the confirmation { 
that place would have been completed by tJie 
government at home; the governor had in 
July written to represent him as a veiy 
valuable officer, whose ability, zeal, and rigid 
integrity, both in private as well as in public 
life, caused him to be esteemed worthy of the 
protection and advancement sought for hini 
from the government. The services, and re- 
commendations, advanced by Mr- Ingram, and 
supported by the governor on this occasion, had 
however to be put in the balance against the 
political EcrviceB of a person at home^ whose 
experience in the customs had been confined to 
the low duties of a tide-waiter; shattered aa 
were Ihe hopes of the ministiy with referen^ 1 
to retaining office by any higher means, evergj 
appointment was grasped at, and every sujm ] 
porter* rewarded without considering whethep 1 
he was or was not quahfied for the place ; Uf 
secure votes at the approaching general election, 
was the sole object of tliis tottering, this 
"shabby government;" consequently, amongst 
others, the office of collector of customs w.«^j 
taken from Mr. Ingram, who had prove^J 
himself, by long services, able, honest, ami, 1 
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zealous, and what was of importaricei equal to 
^counter the climate, to be bestowed upon an 
uneducated tide-waiter, with nothing but the 
ttite of his father to recomiftend him tb the 
ctommissioners under whom he received his 
^fiointment for the high office of coBectbi*. 
^-^It IB such conduct as this ^hich creates so 
ihiich bittferness in the coloiiies against the 
parent country; the lattejc urges that she hisia 
a right to these appointmejits, because the 
rtfVeniie is und^r the control of the British 
custom house, and therefore Sxe servants of that 
house niust be appointed - to ^ifillect it ; this is 
iit)iisense; the reventtlfr so collected 4s 'al'#iiyd 
sjent in the colony, atid the simple qnesftien 
natarally at'ises, ** why then was" the revenuie 
of'the cbloliy hot given up* to the collection vf 
its own sei'Vants ?'- for no other reasote • than 
because the British' g<iV6mment of this time hy 
yielding up the paternal care of the colonial 
revemi^i would also yield up a certain amount 
of patronage ^useful for the purpose of pur- 
chasing votes^t an election. ' 

-With regjord to the customs, l3ie TetflOTttl' of 
the *' diffferential duties" has initigated the 
system, because now in some colonies there^ is 
ho colledtbr oii Account of the home govern- 
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ment; but the eystem stiU is in force widl 
reicrence to other appointments in thoa 
colonies, which are c»lled " crown colonies ^ 
or in other words colonies made by 
government, a reward for the personal EerviceiJ 
of political adherents. It is of no coneoqueiice 
whether the person appointed has ever seen 
the colony or not ; it is not important that ha m 
should ever have studied the Eystem of thda 
duties he may be colled upon to ondertake ; J 
is only necessary that he should have held the ' 
fltirrup for the whig wlio has succeeded to the 
place of power ; having done this, whatever 
may be hia gratle ; 'whereever he may have 
hidden himself in the meantime ; whatever may 
have been his low occupation, it mattei-a not ; 
without a particle of claim upon the coiintry, 
he will be advanced to honours and emolument 
for private service to the whig minister ; for 
trace the administrations of this party, and they 
will be found uniformly in an embarrassed state 
after having held office three years, and then 
trusting to the exclusive dispensation of ap- 
pointments for the retention of their power. 
It has happened that an occasional selection has 
been made from the adverse political party, 
where the duty to be performed has required 
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more than ordinarjr skil]^ and moral courage 
for its ezecutioii*»t*<}r i^hen tm impracticable 
philanthropy! has demanded vast exertions in a 
deadly cliniiatfi, which, to refuse would be to 
lose politieaicGtapport; hut when, the first 
labour has been, triumphantly dosed-^or when 
the clamour bekmgipg to the latter has 
<^ased-^tho8©:«ifirho have risked their reputan 
tion^ or livc^ wiU;as sorely be. abandoned by 
their : whig] tpatronsji whateyearl may be the 
amotLnt of ^ daeir: :ruBUc s^nrices^ as > previously 
they were fawned inteth^empilojnEDent; a 
whig/mini$tetia> clear posie^sion of power^ has 
not ii generous thought within him-^threatened 
by the loss of it^ no human being will stoop to 
such low artifices^ or pursue more unmanly 
ends, to keep it. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

UE OF DISPATCHES. — A PARTY TO THE CAPK 
ST. mart's.— THE gipsy's E'REDICTIO.V AOAIN. 
DISAPPOINTMENT. — SUSPEX3E. — TRAGIC FUL- 
FILMENT OF THE gipsy's PROPHESY. MESS- 
AGES EHOM CARTABAR AND DUKKASSEEN, ALSO 

FROM BARBA. — THE WIDOW — COHPABED WITH 

THE ROMANIST PRIEST. — THE TOMB. LINES 

SUGGESTED BY THE DEATH. — NEWS FKOM THE 
UPPER RIVER. — A POLICE SCENE AT THE GO- 
VERNMENT HOUSE. 

The governor after having dined with the 
q^ueen's advocate, withdrew to the government 
house, and there commenced an examination 
of the entertaining manuscripts which had 
emanated from the colonial office, and had 
arrived during the last month at Bathui^st. 
Many of these required an immediate reply, 
or at least the governor then thought they 
did, but he has since found out wliile serving 
. under a more recent secretary for the colonie^i, 
conspicuous for a tntld demeanour, atid open- 
ness of mind, that about half the despatches 
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that arrive require no answer at all, because 
about that number are rescinded, upon the 
receipt of the next mail, by their great au- 
thor, or otlierwise are impracticable, and things 
remain therefore in statue quo ,-. the mistaken 
feelings of the governor upon this subject, 
called upon him early the next morning, 
the ISth of March 1S41, to 'n'tite an excuse 
to tlie queen's advocate, for absenting him- 
self from the party now preparing to visit the 
convalescent station on Cape St. Mary's. 

It had been arranged that the galley of 
the goveiTior should proceed to the ferry 
house, and there await the arrival of himself, 
the lady of the queen's advocate, Mrs. M — , 
and the chief justice, Mr. Flintoff, these 
having decided upon going by water, that 
last portion of the diatance, in order to avoid 
the swamps, creeks, and mud to be encoun- 
tered by the land passage. Mrs. M had, 

under the influence of the prediction of a 
gipsy, which, as has been stated ali-eady, she 
never could drive from her mind, entertained 
a dlread of going afloat, unless accompanied 
by 8omc' oae well versed in the management 
of boats; the governor being a sailof relieved 
her from apprehension, and therefore she 
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readily coneented, on the previous eTcmng, 
to accept a seat in bis galley, but upon th« 
arrival of his note wiilidrawing himself from 
the party, all her fears returned, and she 
despatched her husbaud to entreat him etill 
to go, as her message was delivered, the go- 
vernor held up a haodful of papers, "these" 
he Baid, " must be replied to before five 
o'clock this evening, at which time the mail 
closes, is it possible I can go ? pray offer 
the emergency as my excuse, for I have every 
wish to be with you," — against this, accu- 
mulation of paper there was no arguing, and 
the queen's advocate returned to join -the 
party then about to stai't, and shortly after- 
wards tbey ryde gaily off to the ferry. 

Nothing could be finer than the day, and 
the water was unruffled by a breeze even of 
the lightest kind, as generally is the case at 
tm early hour of the tropical morning; 
danger seemed more likely to occur from 
being on horseback, than from being in the 
galley, the water scarcely even rippled into foam 
upon the shoala over wjiich the galley had 
to pass at the eatiance of the creek, and 
as there was scarcely ever more than two 
feet of water on them, their danger even 
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in a breeze was but of litUe import, indeed 
had it not been fot the fears of Mtb M — 
no one ■would have even spoken of danger 
on such a day. 

There was however a part about one mile 
from tlie cape which boats avoided, this was 
a long, naiTow shoal, having at low tide about 
twelve feet of water on it, and here at such 
times, the wave, or long rolling swell of the 
sea, as it came in from the Atlantic, some- 
times broke with violence, hut this was 
extremely unfrequent, and moreover, there 
was no necessity to pasa over it at all, as 
there was a deep, and perfectly safe channel 
between tiie shoal, and the land about the 
cape. 

At the government house, the day was, as 
may be supposed, devoted to writing the 
necessary replies to the dispatches, and about 
four o'clock the governor rode to the ferry 
in order to meet the returning party from 
the cape, who had been invited to dine at 
the government house the same evening ; 
arriving at the ferry, he was a little disap- 
pointed in finding that no one had arrived 
there, and annoyed because a horse had been 
sent across the ferry, on which, Mrs. — had 
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proposed to ride to Batbarst, upon laodiiig 
from ihe galley from tlie cape. 

Six o'clock came and do appearance of 
any one — rapidly the evening drew on, when 
u party were seen coming along the heacb, 
leading amongst others, the horse which had 

been sent for Mrs, , they crossed the 

i'erry, one of them was the servant of the 
queen's advocate, a negro boy, who hardly 
eoald articulate English — •' where is Mrs. — ? " 
asked the govcrnov. 

" She go water, " — replied the negro boy — 
"she speak mc — governor's horse go, "-—and 
pointed to Bathurst — from this the governor 

inferred that Mrs, and the chief justice 

had gone by water the whole way, desiring 
the boy to take back the horse to the govern- 
or's stables, and in this supposition he cantered 
back, apprehensive of Ifeing too Ute for the 
dinner hour. 

Twilight bad yielded to night when he 
passed the gftle of the residence of the queen's 
advocate ; riding in to enquire, all was silence, 
not a vcBlige of any one having returned ; at 
last an old black woman sitting in a dark 
corner said, " miBsoe no come back, gnberna ;" 
this was sU-ange, for had the boat been re- 
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tucotDg, sbe must ha've arrived before the 
goveruor, and by the negro boy's account, it 
bad left the cape before he himself bad with 
the horse ; still in such a day, so perfectly fine, 
what could there be to fear? Something, 
thought the governor, has induced thera all 
to remain at the cape for the night, and their 
messenger has not yet arrived to say so ; still 
this was not sufficient to dispel a gloomy fore- 
boding, which, liie a warning spirit, pointed 
to horrors yet undeveloped. 

The light of lamps shone brilliantly through 
tlie latices of the government house windows^ 
and the room gKttered - with uniforms, for the 
party which had acrived to dinner were in- 
vited to meet the governor on his return, and 
then make the acquaintance of the new chief 
justice; eight o'clock had arrived, to wait 
longer was useless — and Senegal was ordered 
to bring in the dinner. 

Even the absence of one person from a 
dinner table will ofWn occasion an uncomfort- 
able feehng, when that absence cannot be 
accounted for ; but, in this instance, no less 
than four were missing;, and one of them too 
bright and lovely to be missing -without crea- 
ting a feeling of the impoverishment of the 
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standard quality of the partj ; the conrersatioD 
was constrained, and allusion to the absent 
was avoided — yet no one felt that there was 
the most remote possibility of an accident of 
any consequence haTing taken place, although 
all were uneasy, because those who should 
have been seated at the table, were unac- 
counted for. In the midst of gaity and mirth, 
the spectre of some dread event harassed in 
shapeless fancy every mind, and saddened 
every joyous feeling of the hour, though still 
an unembodied substance. 

The night was tranquil, the stare spangled 
brilliantly the rich blue vault of h^ven abore, 
and excepting the voices of the party, scarcely 
a sound was heard — it was now verging upon 
teu. o'clock — suddenly the silence was broken 
by the heavy tread of people approaching —at 
last, " they are coming," was the general extda- 
mation. 

From the seat of the governor, the entrance 
gate of the court could be seen ; a crowd of 
people stopped before it ; two soldiers, covered 
with mud and dirt stood and presented them- 
selves, demanding entrance of the guard, and 
showing a letter ; the heavy iron gate was 
opened, they were admitted, it closed behind 
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them, and the corporal of the guard led the 
way to the house — Senegal entered, saying. 
two soldiors from the Cape desired Instantly to 
see the governor — etiquette faded away before 
the drear conviction of some terrific intelli- 
gence — they were directed instantly to the 
private room — the corporal brought them 
forward and each presented a note, duplicates 
of each other, for in the dark it was doubtful 
how safely a man could pass the swamps and 
creeks already mentioned ; from being wet and 
du-ty the writing was scarcely legible — but 
there was enough to convey to the governor 
that the worst apprehensions had been more 
than realized — the lady of the queen's advocate, 
and the chief justice, were drowned I ! 

It is superflous to say the party instantly 
broke ap, and vain to attempt the sensation 
caused by this dreadi'ul event; every kindly 
feeling was lacerated— mangled — and crushed, 
as it sought to relieve the senses of the horrible 
weight with which they were oppressed by this 
appalling occurrence. 

A few of the gentlemen were summoned to 
the private room, to hear the details, but alasl 
to determine that beyond removing the bodies 
uothing now remained j and upon this dire 
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duty, five immediately iiioonted their horseSi^ 
to search the beach for the remains of thostf 
whom but a few short hours before had bee^^f 
HCcn in hfe, health, and spirits. 

The circumstances attending this frightfifl 
catastrophe were, aa follows, detailed i 
governor. After having amused themselves etM 
the Cape, by riding about the country, anrf 
as they best could till three o'clock, the whole 
party repaired to the boat in which the chief 

justice and Mrs. intended to retnm to 

Bathurst, the queen's advocate and two of the 
military officers would sec them embark, then 
follow on horseback ? one of the latter ohsen^ J 
ing the governor's horse bad unexpcctedljrB 
arrived, and, professionally anxious to havi 
the society of the lady exclaimed, " Mrs. ■ 
here is the governor's horse for you ; will yotf 
not come with us?" 

Mrs, yielded, and was about to 

fitted on the saddle when the chief justice? 

remarked, "Ohl Mrs. will you desei 

me ? you promised to return in the boat i 



" Yes, it is very true ; I must not break H 

promise," replied Mrs. , and quitting tH^ 

horse walked to the boat, but not being ahld^ 
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for ^want p^f rwater to g€t it dose enough in, tk0 
chief justice; ^nd onte of the officers crossing 
tbei^ l^aiids, ^ijader a $eat^ and j.so cojavey€?d 

Mrs. to the fe^d boat— se^i^g t^ey ;w^v4? 

both , wettingr>heqi6i^lve5, " I .am: scotry you : fire 
wetting jpnxBpjiJi^es f^i me,^[ she, c^ . 

: ^^ ITxjUe jB^ay be, "vsr^Citter yet before yi^^ig^t 
home/|,reipiajrked tbj^ officej^fwha^hadr wiBhe^- 
hejrtoridje. ...._ ., • , ^ .,•,,»■. ;.-,,, ;._;;• ^ 

• It, seemffd, M if ty^o, powej?€y were , e^erjti^ 
eyery jende^vou^r'T^one to save-rx^the .<?th^ to 
defitroy-rha4 |the govery^or condiuct^ the .bf^atj, 
aa at ;^^i ^ra??ged, his .pirag^icfd ,i[nowledge^ 
would hay^ ;^yoi,^d^ the. danger/Trrhad . 3M[jrs. irxnf 
a;yailed„)ier^f of .ithe,ijinintei?.d<^d. p^resenpe <>f 
therborjse, i^^.^^v^ld c^iju^jyiy. have been, avoided-^ 
and. as aliist e^rt, ^hp^wawing^yo^ /Mirerti^g 
to the V jvet^iag," IPQi^e^^^ ,,; ,,.„: 

The sea was smooth, hardly stilii a ripple <m. 
it» surface^ they a^e i|^/ali^d, thec^ew pushei^ofF 

the boat, aii^* "^^i^S^ ^^^ ^^^ i^i^Q^<l>JL short 
farewell^ tbe oajr« struck th^ wat^, and oi^ the, 

galley .dashed» Meanwhile the .queen's ^vpr- 
cate and his two companions mounted thej;r 
horses, and centered ^alo^g the bc^ch; after a 
time they. stopped and saw/ the. boat gallantly 
going o|i wards— "are they not steering too 
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much to the left," asked one of the < 
who having been Btationed with the detachniei^l 
at the Cape, had ooticed that the sea samctiiiLea 
broke violently in that direction, apparently 
without a cause ; however as nothing could h^ 
done at so great a distance, nearly a mile, 
induce an alteration in the course, and two ( 
the riders entertaining no real alarm, thq 
proceeded on their way briskly. 

In a few minutes the same o£E.ccr agam turuQ^^ 
his head to look at the boat a& he cantered along 
— in an instant he reigned sharp up — " Gracious 
heaven ! where is she V he exclaimed — his 
companions stopped — for a moment they eagerlj 
searched the sui-face — nothing could theg 
descry — at length some dark forms were seen; ' 
half submerged, and two swimmers were seen 
approaching the shore from the direction ia 
which the boat was last seen. 

The agony of the queen's advocate I 
description ; he had but just left his wife iftjl 
health and beauty — she was now a corpse, and 
reft of life almost within his reach ! wildly he 
galloped to the town of Baccow for canoe men, 
and a canoe.— They knew not what he called 
for in so friintic a manner, and when they 1107, 
derstood, the only canoe at Baccow was a loogj 
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distance fiom the fatal spot; — rushing with 
them to the beach, he jumped into her, launched 
out, only to see that those who sat on the boat 
which had been upset were three of the crew ; 
his wife and the chief justice, with one of €he 
men had sunk, only to rise after death ! the 
wretched husband, almost as lifeless as her he 
mourned, with agonizing cries, returned with 
the boat and men on shore — he threw himself 
upon the sand imploring to be taken also, and 
in a senseless state was borne back to the station 
house. 

The men who swam on shore stated, that 
as they were rowing on the boat, a wave came 
suddenly rolling on — it encreased in size every 
instant — a tremulous action vibrated on its thin 
transpai-ent crest — and as it reached the boat, 
it broke completely over her — a second fol- 
lowed — the boat filled and rolled over — the 

chief justice seized Mrs, with one hand, 

and with the other kept both above water, for 
a time— he exhorted her to trust to him — even 
in the water as they were, he said to her, 
" I can swim — while I live I will not leave 
hold of you!" Noble, gallant, devoted fellow, 
he kept his word — his strength failed— he was 
sinking — one horrid shriek escaped from 
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Mrs. , followed by gurgling Bounds and 

straggles, and an instant after ttey verii, 
lifplesa tenants of the unconscious deep I 

T\Tio were the crew liat conld go calm 
and so cowardly, cither loot on, or seelt tbei 
own safety in flight ? Reader, these 
" liberated Africans, civilized and christianized ,d 
five of the six could swim well, two swm 
safely to the shore from a mile distant — hn 
they offered the least assistance, they coifl 
have placed the struggling victims safely ujK 
the boat, and kept them there till assistana 
came — but they were liberated Africans, wliin 
explains at once their heartless cowardice ! bad 
they been Kroomen, they woiild have died 
rather than have seen the white people 1^ 
their charge drowned ; but these are hlac^ 
who hare never heard the blessings of c 
zation, or of Christianity, as it is ikitg)/iV'i 
the liberated African. ....-, 

It was about two in the" morning 6f (he'!!W_ 
that the gentleman returned who had gone to 
look for the bodies ; they were both foiind 

close together, his hold of Mrs. ~- hardly 

seemed to have been relinquished, they 'were 
brought in ; the boatmen was found Some tim* 
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Early the African climate huriies &om the 
sight the lovely and the loved, when death has 
struck the fatal hlow ; little time is given to 
to contemplate the fading beauty of the trea- 
sured form, who but an hour before was sport- 
ing in youth and joyous life — on the heels of 
death decay treads with malignant haste, jealous 
of the dread priority. Scarcely twenty-four 
♦ours ^ad passed since tbc soiJs of three had 
suddenly been summoned from the earth, and it 
became necessary to close the grave upon two 
of the lamented sufferers ; the boatman not 
having yet been found. 

The queen's advocate had been taken to the 
government house by the direction of the 
governor; his distress knew no limits, as he 
watched the melancholy preparations for the 
last sad ritea ; he entreated the governor to go 
with him for the last time to see his loved and 
lost wife, — they walked to his house, once the 
home of his happiness, and now a desert to bim ; 
they entered the room of deatli — on the bed the 
corpse was laid in preparation for the coffin ; no 
trace of pain, or distress marked her the victim 
of a violent death ; on the contrary a calm com- 
posure, almost a smile, reigned in the expres- 
sion of her beautiful features, and she seemed 
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rather asleep than dead, had it not been for that 
stirlesH quietude which so fearfully bespoke 
the soul-less form. The frantic husband threw 
himself upon the corpse, loved still in death, 
kissed her cold lips, called upon her name^ 
while his tears rolled over her cheeka, but 
to mingle with hers ; his agony was too sc 
to allow him to remain, and the governor 
him back to the government house. 

In the evening a long and mouruful proce^ 
sion followed the two coffins to the burial 
ground, where the service was impreaaively 
performed by Mr. Fox, the chief of the Wea- 
leyan miasion upon the Gambia, and than whom 
few felt more acutely the distress of the hour. 

Mrs. was buried between tlie two 

which she had reqaested might shadt 
remains, and a tomb was afterwards raised ovi 
them, bearing a slab "briefly recording the time 
and circumstances of the death, and the I7th 
of the 26th Paalm — and thus was closed the 
tragedy predicted by the gipay. 

Immediately after this dreadful occurreni 
the queen's advocate retired to England n] 
leave of absence. 

On the 17th, Mr. Sail, the officer sent upta.. 
an embassy to Cartabar, and Dunkaaseeiii 
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presented himself, Laving retunled from these 
places where he had sticn both tho chiefs. 
Carlabar was dehghted to receive him, and at 
Dankasaeen he was equally well accepted as an 
ambassador ; they both express an earnest 
desire to see the governor, and have sent word 
to say that they will meet hini at Mac Carthy's 
Island, when he lets them know that he has 
arrived there. 

It appeared that Kementang, the chief of 
Dunkasseen, was nevertheless making every 
preparation to over-run Cartabar, and that he 
thought by his civility to the embassy, he 
CDTild blind the governor lo his projects. 
There was howerer no time to be lost, and 
directiona were given to hire a vessel for the 
purpose of conveying the' governor to Mac 
Carthy's Island on the !38th. 

The king of Barra sent over messengers to 
thank the governor for mediating between him 
and Farrnba ; they were accompanied by one 
of the Farraba-men also ; all the property of 
the Barra man who had died was given up, but 
Farrab» made it appear that the poor fellow 
was marveUously low in personal, and still moie 
BO m re'al property ; he having, according to 
Farraha, only possessed at his death, a musket. 



^ 
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two small iron pots^ and a /little -tobacco; 
however the king of Barra mamtainedu hiis 
principle^ and sent the governor a mildi goa,^ as 
a present^ which called for a return of. other 
things much more raluable^ Harmony "yras 
therefore restored between the courts of Biarra 
and Farraba, the first bearing, to the i governor a 
grateful conviction that his visit to! Barandiiog 
had " made his town stand up." J 

Having mentioned the untimely death of the 
chief justice, Mr. Flintoff,it may not be out ^of 
place to observe, that he left a widow and 
large family altogether unproridedfffor, i^tiwi it 
is feared they are at this hour suffering .under 
most painful privations. Surely ^ smaU/pen^ 
sion would not have been unproperly .conferred 
in such a case, more especially, as we see -£300 
per annum, given to a Komanist priest for 
pretending to root out intemperance from the 
face of the earth -^ a more ridiculous farce 
was never created, or greater hypocrisy more 
shamefully rewaided — the. whole thing was 
a speculation to sell temperance pledge medaJb ; 
they were made at a very low rate, and forced 
upon the wretched Irish at a shilling a piece ; 
the specuUtion did not answer, and the priest 
became deeply in debt; to relieve him from 
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rtie effect of whichj he was pensioned with 
£ 80& per annum by the British government,— 
where Was a protestant clergyman for any 
^rvic^s of cwresponding import rewarded in 
mich a manner ? or how can such a disposition 
of the public money be justified to the nation ? 
at this moment while the Bomanist priest with a 
larg^ pension has been in America venting his 
abuse upon his benefactors^ the widow and 
children of the late chief justice Flintoff are 
suffered to linger out theiar livos^ in the direst 
distress and poverty i 

This pension is only a part of that system by 
which vacillating statesman have attempted to 
conciliate the'Ronmnist body in Ireland; it 
began prominently to operate in 1829^ and 
i^ver -since that period it has been prosecuting 
its ruinous advance^ without having in the 
€^gklest degree diminished the hatred of th^ 
Romanist ; in every instance the Romanist has 
been favoured, at the expense of the protestant 
nation^ and he has used^ nay is now using the 
advantage which those favours have given him, 
merely to work out more ^jSectually the 
seditions ends of his party^ and of his religion ; 
and this he will continue to do, until the 
protestant people of Ireland, supported by those 
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of England, shsll arouse themeelves ; thie will 
happen, and a terrible vengeance will follsw 
throughout the nation ; the school of expediency 
will be overthrown, and its professors meet 
■with the reward merited by those, who for 
personal aggrandizement abandon sound prinr- 
ciples, in order to propitiate vicious raror — it ift 
iu point of fiict similar to the untutored aod 
savage African — he never appeals to the good 
spirit for protection, but seeks to render himself 
an object of favour before the bad spirit — or as 
he has now learned to call that spirit, " The 
Grand Devil," and it is to be hoped that under 
the guidance of this power, his disciples, niit] 
reap the harvest \liey have sown in ail 
fullness and consequences, , 

This day the tomb of Mrs. was finished., 

it was quite plain, and covers the bricked gras 
iu which the cofhn wiis laid ; surrounding 
there is a low wall, upon which is secured a 
wooden railing, both together reaching a height 
of about five feet ; between the tomb and the 
wall there is a space about two feet in hveadth, 
this is covered with small white shells found ia 
great quantities on the beach, and conveji 
the melancholy structure at least an appearand 
of neatness, and assures the wanderer to the^ 
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spot that som^keart' glowed with affection^ and 
swelled in sorrow as it watched with anxiety 
the intrttsion o£ any de&cing weed; and as 
emblematic of the loveliness of her in life, i^ho 
mouldered ia'tha silent grave below; t^my rose 
trees are planted, oiie at the hiead^ the other at 
the feet^ which branching over in the luxuriance 
"of tropical growth, bend their dim stems appar- 
)ently td embrace the sad memorial of ^so nmch 
distress/aiodofsaiiwful' a dispensation* : 



^rtie ihtrbdaction of the fdlb^iri^ Uneis 'may 
perhaps be' pardoned, thejr seem ajjptopridtely 
to 'fexpre^^ the circiiiiistanb^' whicfh-gavfe rise 
to theiii'. Mris^. — ^-^ oii the 121th" of March, 
1841, in health, spirits, and ybutnfiil l)eatity, 
she' '^irestded at her^&iiiner party^it'was her 
funeral" feSs^:-*^(Oii' th^ lSth,'^soiatcely^ twenty- 
four ' hoTiW^ yfter, ishe was ' tufriei frotri the 
world' by a 4^ioIeht death. 

km\ iliM ^D^ i^ gl^Rtl^^and'so good; ''''■' 

Should hate lieen, fkjiom'd to .9u«Meiit deaths ^nd efttoiifa / 

Its diresi ihvj^e, b)r, ^^d^i pr^amcp qr floqc),. 

And all its sharpest agonies have known 

Where hope, or help, or human idd were nonet 

That '6ne sti'ycldiirg and bcAntifii!, ere yet ' 

The first bright blooQL of lifa and health have iowB, . 

R 3 
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U'e shoulil beludd, and hace so latclj' nMt. , ' , 

To mourn a corpse, liefore the sua has set ! 

Tlioae pale, coliI lips, were wieatbed but jesteritiy 

Viih radiant imlles, tiiose clauded eyes then shoiie 

"With Sgllt and joy^ — «nd not: one sfirless trait 

Rut B)owed with life a&d spirit dl its nrn— 

Kow every ray of aninialioii 's gone 1 

Oil I ill adopleil was this slender fraioe. 

To liraie the surge, or bear ita fury d'lwa, 

One miglit hme hoped a mililer fate became 

So meeb ■ spirit, ud its cure night claim. 

She sleeps in peace i the froKdn dim that reigns 

O'er these chill features, nothing more shall brt^—r^^ 

And yet thit face its loveliness relaias, 

And death hut seems like sliimbei on hsr cheek,- 

So still, eo Golemn, passionless *nd meek ! ■ '" 

Aa if her angel spirit passed away 

la deep repose, its heaveuly home to seek, 

Jior left one trace of aiifferiug to betray 

The frightrnl struggles of the last dread dor. 

There (ire tbose upon whom this dreadful 
event has made a lasting impression, and 
many are there in- the native poptilaCioiv of 
Hathurst, who to this day dvjnk the remem- 
brance of her kinilncBS of heart, and vejoice 
in recalling her fnany friendly actionfi, hi"i' 
lively humour, nnd youthful beauty. ■ The 
eingular verification of the tiipay's' ijire- 
diction, has ' strtick inany ■with maptise ; 
to the letter it was fiilfiled, her progiTSS wae 
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as sbe had K^ard if revealed from the Itps of 
the gipsy prowling tb gain from the credu- 
lous listener, silver in exchange for groundless 
prediction. The marri^e, the desertion of 
alliances^ <>ther friends made^ advaxicemeat in 
fortune, and violent death,^ all^ followe^d as 
the gipsy had stated ft would — lalstly pre- 
ferment was to attend her husband^ but she 
would not benefit by it — be is at present chief 
justice of the British settlements on the 
Gambia. ' ' 

Preparation was now to be made for the 
movement of the governor up the river, in 
order to execute die '^draft of agreement, " 
relating to thfe absttidonment of siavesrjr amongst 
the chiefs. It hating beeri rejiorted upon 
good authority, that the kings of Bondu 
^nid Bambari:», < were hurrying down with 
tikeir boifdes <(o support Ejementang^ hi his 
attack oipjoio Cartabar, the governor fixed ;]f^- 
m« the ,g8tb of March, to leave Bcvthi^, 
whiGh !would aUow him lime to veach^M^c 
Carthy's Islaiald, aiid npitify his arjriyaj to the 
chiefs to whom; be bad sent the e^ba^y 
under Mr. SalLi 

When firsit. about to leave the government 
house one evenii^g, and only the day before 
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he left for the tipper riser, the governor 
was met on the steps, by a poor frightencil 
black girl, who by some means had eluded 
the attention of the guard, and penetrated 
so far; whatever had caused this enterprise, 
she seemed more alarmed when in presence 
of the man she sought, the governor asked 
what she w'anted, slie replied in unintelligible 
language; he called Senegsd, who coming, 
was able to interpret for her. Her complaint 
was that a woman by whom she had been 
brought from Goree, now wished to take her 
back agEun, and keep her as the slave she 
had been when there ; to this the girl ob- 
jected, but finding all entreaty futile, deter- 
mined to throw her case into the hands of 
die governor, her story was heard, and the 
governor sent immediately for the woman 
who claimed to he the mistress, desiring the 
girl to wait. 

She came, and on being informed of the 
statement' of the girl, who crouched tiemblingly 
near the governor, with Senegal as secretary 
and intcpreter, she exclaimed that "it was 
very true, and take her she would, that she 
was French, and we had no power over her 
or her property," as she calJed the poor girl, 
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she then threatened the vengeance of the 
French governor of Goree, if the authorities 
of Bathurst plundered her. 

The governor quietly explained that slaves 
were not known at the settlements on the 
Gambia, that if her servant thought proper 
to leave her, and by so doing broke no 
agreement made between them, she had an 
undoubted right to do so, and that any at- 
tempt to force her to go from the colony 
with herself, would be a breach of the law, 
and as certainly be punished. The Goree 
woman became furious, and the scene which 
had originated in so unthought of a manner 
was highly ridiculous, the interference of 
the guard was necessary in order to eject 
the virago, and sending for the head of the 
police the poor girl was siecurely lodged in 
his protection, the next day however, the 
mistress left the town, and the servant was 
free to do what she pleased. 
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